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iSeniors 

We  are  looking  forward  to  actuation  day.  when  we  will  have  completed 
4  years.  208  weeks.  1460  days,  and  35,040  hnurs  of  high  school. 

We  think  that  it  seems  like  a  Int  of  time,  but  it  flies  by  when  we  measure  uur 

time  here  in  schnol  breaks,  ©Mali, 

and  after  schonl  activities. 


The  we  thought  would  never  arrive  are  nnw  a  reality. 

We  are  living  our  last  days  at  the  Rock. 


We  make  a  job  out  of  filling  nut  ©©ILCall©!!  applications. 

We  are  devastated  by  denial.  wAov&tfoyed  by  cuxtytiutM. 

We  have  mixed  emotions  about  clnsing  the  doors  of  high  school 

and  opening  the  dnors  to  our  We  are  excited  .We're  NERVOUS. 

We  change  nur  minds  daily. 


We  are  IDBStEPS 


of  planning  events,  getting  tn  schonl  at  7:55,  and  showing  school  spirit 


We  are  looking  back  on  our  last  FOUR  YIEARS,  and  wishing  we  knew  what  we  know  now. 


Graduation  is  the  only  cure  the  terrible  cold  we  all  share.  Scniori  ti  s. 


We  are  constantly  waiting  fnr  3:15,  but  when  the  final  bell  rings,  we  won't  want  to  leave. 

We  are  the  Class  oF  2012. 


.jL 


We  are 


Seniors. 


Nzisabira  Abdias 
Alex  Agbayani 
Armando  Almanza 
Joseph  Alongi 
Teigan  Andrews 
Selicia  Applegate 


Celeste  Arteaga 
La’Miracle  Baker 
Brieanna  Barnes 
Christopher  Barrera 
Taylor  Bartholomew 
Arazi  Bashaw 


Samantha  Bebber 
Riley  Bennett 
Zachary  Bennett 
Dylaan  Bibbs 
Alyssa  Biswell 
Derrick  Boyd 


Kaitlin  Boyd 
Christopher  Brackney 
Morgan  Brown 
Daryan  Burroughs 
Erica  Bussey 
Thomas  Butler 


Abednego  Butoyi 
Shamiya  Carson 
Alyssa  Caviola 
Kaitlin  Chard 
Kiah  Clements 
Kira  Clements 
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are 


Simone  Collins 

Kylee  Colvin 

Tiffany  Comstock 

Daysha  Conroy-Richardson 

Connor  Corbett 

Catlyn  Cox 


Samantha  Cram 
Troyann  Dai  I 
Treyvon  David 
Austin  Davis 
Charlia  Davis 
Philip  DeLaRosa 


Devon  DeSmet 
Victoria  Diaz 
Elizabeth  Donner 
Shawn  Eggers  II 
Jonathan  Elliott 
Kelsey  Engstrom 


Megan  Eversole 
Rieley  Finn 
Darrian  Fletcher 
Josue  Flores 
Victoria  Fuller 
Michaela  Garrison 


Seniors  show  their  leadership  in  extra  curricular  activities  i 


Lexus  Glass 
Jessica  Godoy 
Joseph  Granell 
Nicholas  Granell 
Trineisha  Gray 


ItwoCi/bd 


Blazer  Griese 
Chri  Hae 
Caitlin  Hagerty 
Ignace  Hakizimana 
Olivia  Harding 
Kayla  Harkert 


Justina  Hartman 
Alexandrea  Hawotte 
Kayla  Hawotte 
Katie  Helmers 
Brenda  Hernandez 
Charles  Holliday 


Ashlyn  Hornback 
Gerard  Hoskins 
Hsa  Si  Hser 
P  Leh  Htoo 
Kevin  Hunter 
Jessica  Israel 


Jasmine  Jack 
Bukuru  Jackson 
Jalea  Jackson 
Summer  Jackson 
Ashley  Jacobs 
Caitlyn  Jacobs 


Wade  Jensen 
Jillian  Jespersen 
Chandler  Johnson 
Joseph  Johnson 
Miranda  Johnson 
Tori  Johnston 


I  wish  I  would  have 


Lock  kook  C'K  uLuU  tkey  u\a(L  tkey 
uCuLA.  (uwe  <£o*ve  kLfek  tekccl. 
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“I  wish  I  would  have 
played  more  sports, 
such  as  football, 
soccer,  track,  and 
baseball.” 

“I  wish  I  would  have 
reached  out  to  more 
groups.” 

-  JoosthsD  Elliot; 


“I  wish  I  would 
have  been 
more  like 
Chasson 
Randle.” 

-  Ctercia 


“I  wish  I  would  have 
been  more  involved  in 
Key  Club  and  Spanish 
Club." 

-  Tffintinda  Jo6n it>n 


“I  wish  I  would  have 
studied  more,  and  taken 
classes  more  seriously.” 

*  Witt  Chard 


C’Aniye  Jones 
Leontina  Kadriu 
Leen  Kago 
Haley  Kaiser 
Mia  Kavensky 
Kyle  Kennedy 


Kyle  Kerres 
Kirsten  Kettering 
Mary  Kinney 
Jasmine  Kitterman 
Oh  Kler 

Samantha  Knittle 


Roe  Ko 
Helen  Koffa 
Brittany  Koutsky 
Mu  La 

Bradley  Leslie 
Kevin  Leveston 


Marissa  Lopez 
Shamell  Mangrum 
Daniel  Marceleno 
Andrew  Martensen 
Jasmine  Matejcek 
Ka'Shauna  McCoy 


Hailey  McCraw 
Cole  McGinnis 
Christen  McKinley 
Bukuru  Melance 
Kathryn  Miller 
Silvestre  Mojica 


flWeJi 


\]/oris  of  \|/is<lom 


You  were  bom  U|  hope  |ife  isn,t  a  JOKE.  because  I  don’t  get  IT." 
an  original.  ^  Zl/ rt  n 


Don't  die  a 

copy." 

-Lauren  Powell 

“Be  who  you  are  and  say 

what  you  feel,  because  those 
who  mind,  don't  matter,  and 
those  that  matter,  don't  mind.  ' 
-Devon  DeSmet 


Hi 


You  gotta  take 
because  life's 

worth  LiVing.’’ 

-  Chris  Brackney 

\Jie4  VxJjCe  ^/K 

„  j  _L  .Lt)  ^  t  t  »  “Even  a  bole*,  clock  is  right 

twice  a  day. 
-CatlujnCox 

"I'd  rather  be  hated  for  WE®  c  than  to  be  loved 
for  WE®  B’BS  M'S’.” 

-CAnUflr  jJonZA, 


RaShai  Pendelton 
Xavier  Pendelton 
Alexa  Penn 
Jared  Perkins 
Lamon  Phillips 
Abigail  Pool 


Courtney  Posateri 
Lauren  Powell 
Madelyn  Putman 
Devin  Radloff 
Estefanie  Ramirez 
Emilee  Rangel 


Katherine  Rednour 
Mon  Regmi 
Skylarr  Rettkowski 
Kayla  Rivera 

Roselia  Robles-Villagomez 
Jazmin  Rodriguez 


Joseph  Romeo 
Regina  Ross 
Lucas  Rusk 
Eric  Saltsman 
Moo  Say 
Caleb  Sayers 


Lindsey  Schroeder 
Perry  Scott 
Nyambaro  Sereste 
Emily  Sharp 
Jeffrey  Sloan 
Jenna  Smith 


Fred  Sonnier 
Kira  Steffenson 
Ashley  Stiles 
Taylor  Stone 
Taylor  Summers-Berger 
Alexandra  Sweeney 


Carly  Taylor 
Queen  Taylor 
Samantha  Taylor 
Tre-Montae  Teague 
Katie  Thompson 
Kayla  Thompson 


Rehema  Tiyodora 
Bryanne  Trice 
Tiffany  Tunnell 
Kelly  Tyler 
Solash  Vale-Ramos 
Donavan  Vasquez 


Cristobal  Villasenor 
Shaniece  Walker 
Chelsea  Wells 
Scott  Weyers 
Sean  Wieland 
Addison  Williams 


We  Follow 

the 


“A  bro  shall  never  dance  with  his  hands  above 
his  head." 


“A  bro  shall  never 


“A  bro  should  never  leave  another  bro  hanging.” 

•  Garry  Allbritton 


-  Donavan  Vasquez  &  Addison  Williams  wear  socks  with 
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sandals.” 

-  Austin  Chandler 


We  are 


Rayven  Morrow- 

“I  never  knew  playing  my  last 
year  as  a  varsity  volleyball 
player  would  be  so  sad.  My 
team  and  I  have  accomplished 
a  lot  this  year,  and  there  aren't 
any  other  16  girls  I  would  want 
to  cherish  those  moments 
with." 


Denzel  McCauley- 

“Knowing  it's  my  last  year,  I 
want  to  leave  everything  out 
on  the  court,  and  in  the 
classroom,  without  having 
any  regrets  on  what  I've 
accomplished.” 


We  are... 


Sarita  Goldsmith- 

“I'm  taking  it  hard  because 
it  is  my  last  year.  I'm  also 
sad  for  it  to  end." 


Best 


Marquel  Beasley- 

“It  feels  good  playing  my 
senior  year.  I  learned  a  lot 
from  the  seniors  last  year, 
and  now  it's  my  turn  to 
teach  the  underclassmen 
what  I  learned." 

Sami  Knittle,  Ally  Sweeney,  Abby  Wilson,  Sam 
Bebber,  Miranda  Johnson,  &  Jiluan  jespersen 


Cole  &  Nate 
McGinnis  Mueller 

“It  all  started  back  in 
kindergarten.  Cole  and  I  hated 
each  other  up  until  the  third 
grade.  We  started  hanging  out, 
and  we  realized  how  much  fun 
we  had  together,  and  our 
parents  told  us,  'God  gave  us 
one  brain  for  the  both  of  us.' 
Ever  since  then,  we’ve  been 
BFFs”-Nate 

“We  still  love  to  go  fishing, 
and  be  outside.”  -Cole 


Lindsey  & 

SCHROEDER 


Alyssa 

Biswell 


“Our  friendship  started  when  we 
went  to  the  same  preschool,  and 
our  moms  were  really  good 
friends,  which  made  us  become 
closer,  and  hang  out  more.” 

-Lindsey 

“We  met  in  preschool,  and  my 
first  impression  was  that  she  had 
really,  really  blonde  hair!” 

-Alyssa 


“We  liked  to  play  house  and  jump  on  the  trampoline.  Sami 
was  the  best  reader  in  our  class,  so  she  read  to  all  of  us."  -Ally 
“I  knew  when  I  was  invited  to  one  of  their  birthday  parties  it 
meant  we  were  friends,  and  now,  we  hang  all  the  time.  We're 
still  the  same  people.  We  never  really  changed,  and  that’s  why 
we're  still  friends.”  -Abby 

Kaitlin  Chard,  Katie  Thompson. 

&  Jenna  Smith 

“My  first  impression  was 
Kaitlin  was  very  talkative  and 
Jenna  was  quiet.  They're  still 
pretty  much  the  same,  which  is 
why  we’re  still  friends.”-Katie 
“When  we  were  little,  we  ruled 
the  playground  .’’-Jenna 
“They  were  nice  and  fun.  We 
just  always  stuck  together.” 

-Kaitlin 
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Will  has  a  great 
Athletic  Training 
Program.” 

-  Taylor  Berger 


“I  love  their  campus,  and  the 
Communications  Program 
has  great  connections.” 

•  C'Aniye  Jones 


“It  has  a  good  golf  team,  the  coach  is  really 
nice,  and  the  major  I  want  to  go  into  is  the  „|  want 
biggest  program  offered  at  the  school.” 

-  Katie  Thompson 


“I  really  like  the  dorms, 
and  the  Accounting 
Program.” 

Devon  DeSmet 


“I  want  to  go  to  WH®  because  I 
want  to  stay  close  to  home,  and 
they  have  a  good  Teaching 
Program.” 

-  Ashley  Stiles 


to  go  to  SIUE  because  it’s  close  to  my  family,  and  they 
have  a  good  Criminal  Justice  Program.” 

•  Sommer  Jackson 
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“I'm  Iowa  bound,  baby.” 

•  Ally  Sweeney 


class  ®f  12 


T'was  the  night  before  graduation,  and  all  through  the  school,  not  a  student  was  stirring, 

Not  even  a  scholar. 

The  diplomas  were  signed,  and  initialed  with  care,  in  hopes  that  Principal  Wernentin  would  soon  be  there. 
The  students  were  all  tucked  tight  in  their  beds,  with  visions  of  graduation  parties  in  their  heads. 

Mamma  in  her  best,  I  in  my  cap. 

Brother  was  restless,  adjusting  his  snapback,  and  Pop  was  in  back,  catching  a  cat-nap. 
Culminating  finally,  with  four  years  of  preparation. 

The  gym  was  already  joyous,  for  the  day's  celebration. 

Gowns  hung  proudly,  in  all  different  hues. 

Graduates  well  rehearsed,  from  practicing  cues. 

Class  of  2012  got  through  the  fire,  without  a  single  bruise. 

A  good  class  it  was,  many  gaining  acceptance  to  any  university  they  choose. 

Grades  were  long  finished,  and  transcripts  in  the  mail, 

Everyone  had  a  destination,  whether  community  college  or  a  'Yale'. 

Only  up  from  here,  no  one  having  fate  to  fail. 

All  in  anticipation,  to  walk  the  stage, 

Ready  to  close  this  chapter,  and  open  a  new  page. 

Teary  eyes  and  cheers,  all  coming  from  the  crowd. 

Class  of  2012,  you're  on  your  way. 

Make  us  proud! 

T'was  Tfje  JVigfjt  Before  Graduation 


(////////////////////////////////////////////m 


PJLQAJ2- 


“I  plan  on  attending  a  4  year  college,  majoring  in 
international  business  with  a  minor  in  Graphic  Design 
and  Fashion  Marketing.”  Ally  Sweeney  (left) 


"After  high  school,  I'm  going  to  major  in  business  at  a 
4  year  university,  make  the  best  of  my  college  years,  and 
then,  get  a  job,  where  I  will  make  BANK!" 

-Abby  Wilson  (right) 


“I'm  going  to  a  college  close  to  home  to  major  in 
Accounting.  To  be  honest,  math  is  my  favorite  subject.' 
■Kristin  Myers  (left) 


Alyssa  Caviola  wants  to  go  to  Western  for  law 
enforcement  because  it's  an  “adventurous  job."  (right) 


Jazmin  Rodriguez  plans  on  going  to  Southwestern 
Community  College  in  California!  She  wants  to  move  out 
there  because  she  loves  the  beaches,  and  now,  she 
“finally  gets  the  chance  she's  been  waiting  for!"  (left) 


"“3MNIDR5 

We  are  Rock  Island  Rocks.  We  are  students,  athletes,  friends,  opperclassmen,  leaders,  musicians,  and 

fiard  workers. 

We  are  PURPLE,  RED,  and  GOLD. 

We  are  rock  solid  and  strong. 

Throoghout  the  year,  we  always  find  ourselves  at  Wfcr  with  the  seniors. 

We  are  Tug-of-War  and  Powder  Pnff  football 
Next  year's  juniors  don't  stand  a  GHARCE  against  the  reigning  CHAMPS. 

We  make  mistakes,  but  learn  from  them. 

We  study,  learn,  and  procrastinate,  but  GET  IT  DONE  at  the  end  of  the  day. 

We,  however,  have  learned  that  procrastination  is  becoming  a  well  known  friend. 

We  up  for  oor  English  classes  on  Junior  Dress  Up  Day. 

With  college  right  around  the  corner,  we  SJ  Rl  SS. 

We  set  goals,  and  work  to  reach  them. 

We  get  tired,  stressed  oot,  and  overwhelmed,  hot  it's  worth  it  in  the  end. 

We  yirtfiVe  on  coffee  to  make  it  throogh  the  long  hours  of  school  and  studying. 

We  get  referrals,  but  we  also  get  PRIDE  CARDS. 

We  go  to  HOMECOMING,  and  now.  PROM. 

We  take  PICTURES,  and  make  memo*!**,  hot  we  all  know  they  can't  compare  to  ACTUALLY  being  there. 

We  tweet  and  Facebook.  Forget  MySpace,  we're  t  t  th  graders,  not  7TB. 

We  start  to  realize  the  time  of  our  lives  is  ALMOST  OYER  and  next  year  we'll  just  have  to  be  BIGGER  and  BETTER. 
This  isn't  oor  year  to  play,  it's  oor  year  to  WOl'lc 


We're  PREPARING  oorselves  for  college  and  to  be  adults. 

We  have  ORE  year  left,  and  , 

We  will  go  out  with  a  BANG.  3PB  )\AV\\OTSi 


Laneeka  Adams 
Dhieu  Agot 
Marissa  Albright 
Michael  Alderson 
Cairece  Allen 
Morgan  Allen 
Mustafa  Alsadiq 
Michael  Amato 

Jesseca  Andereck 
Haley  Anderson 
Marcus  Anderson 
Julian  Anguiano 
Blake  Angusich 
Ashley  Anthony 
Aaron  Arrington 
Dale  Arrington 

James  Arrington 
Stephanie  Avena 
Kassandra  Bacon 
Tyshianna  Bankhead 
Lil*Robert  Barnes 
Brison  Bea 
Jovon  Beroit 
Lexus  Berry 

Ryan  Beuselinck 
Mariah  Binion 
Kelly  Bishop 
Dhan  Bista 
Yam  Bista 
Bhupandra  Biswa 
Helen  Boayue 
Lance  Boyd 

Shelbee  Bradley 
Aliyah  Branigan 
Shavonne  Brewer 
Allysa  Bries 
Ashley  Brodnax 
Cynthia  Brooks 
Auveonce  Brown 
Reese  Brown 

Kaylyn  Buckrop 
Ryan  Bucktrout 
Tyler  Bustard 
Dominique  Butler 
Rashidi  Butoyi 
Stephen  Camp 
Eugenio  Campos  III 
Ricardo  Cantu 


Marcliiiici 

Hand 


Alison  Carothers 
Emillie  CastroTorres 
Shante  Catheright 
Celeste  Chapdelaine 
Zachary  Chapman 
Jermaine  Clark 
Matthew  Claude 
Aubrey  Clay  Jr 

Michael  Cole 
Summer  Cook 
Allison  Copen 
Tiara  Cowan 
Devonte  Craig 
Christian  Cramer 
Phul  Dahal 
Ramesh  Dahal 

Mayson  Davis 
Devin  Day 
Anna  Dean 
Emily  DeGrauwe 
Brian  DeHaven 
Rachel  Deisenroth 
Gage  Dempsey 
Aaron  Deneckere 

Alexis  Detert 
Luciano  Diaz  Jr 
Meagan  Dickey 
Clifford  Dilworth 
Alexander  Dorman 
Lauren  Dortch 
Callie  Dotter 
Dannyelle  Dunbar 

Emily  Eckert 
Jennifer  Eckert 
Terrez  Eddings 
Blake  Edmondson 
Anna  Eirinberg 
Derek  Ellis 
Laurel  Enstrom 
Matthew  Erickson 

Mitchell  Erickson 
Tony  Esparza 
Chikunze  Eugonfaunk 
Avrey  Euring 
Ashton  Faramelli 
Samuel  Ferry 
Patricia  Flores 
Carmen  Ford 


weareTust-Of -War  Champions 
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Christopher  Frain 
Kole  Frank 
Nicolas  Gallarzo 
Cesar  Garcia 
Ruben  Garcia 
Hadrian  Gardner 
Atticus  Garrison 
Nekai  Gay 

Redemer  Gbeddeh 
Jessica  Gilmore 
Timothy  Goman 
Vanessa  Gomez 
Lizandra  Gomez 
Ramirez 
Aaron  Gore 
Jordan  Gosa 
Candrian  Green 

Sydney  Griffin 
Jordan  Groom 
Alexis  Groothaert 
Austin  Groothaert 
Anju  Gurung 
Heena  Gurung 
Ram  Gurung 
Sital  Gurung 

Jade  Gustafson 
Carter  Hall 
Terraisa  Hanes 
David  Hansen 
Tyus  Harvey 
Cameron  Hast-Witmer 
Breon  Hawthorne 
Megan  Henning 

Ryan  Henning 
Tori  Hickenbottom 
Paul  Hickerson 
Sydney  Hinton 
Katera  Holland 
Andrew  Holmberg 
Dalonna  Holt 
Lucie  Hontaa 

Aubree  Hooks 
Macia  Hudson-Guy 
Drake  Huizar-Fuller 
Isabel  Hull 
Stevie  Hunter  II 
Eric  Ikundiro 
Cody  Ingram 
Nizigiyimana  Innocent 


ci4/e  ate  a  little  sometimes 


^1 

"That  awkward  moment 
when  you  think  you 
passed  a  test,  but 
really,  you  failed." 


Holly  Saokflald 


'That  awkward  moment  when  a 

COUPLE  15  SHOWING  TOO  MUCH  AFFECTION 
RIGHT  NEXT  TO  YOUR  LOCKER." 

-  M eagan  Dickey 


"  T^jCtfc  QjJutfaid  mmk  vJfak  tfsu.  qefcupte  cpi&mJ 
s&tdAjjq  OLuJOuf.  and  trip  uv  | r®nt  ®| ih  ortxin  cHaes." 

-  Sifdiux  VMWqA 

“That  awkward  moment 
when  someone  waves  at 
you  in  the  hallway.  You 
wave  back.  Then,  you 
realize  they're  waving  at 
someone  else.” 

■  Taryn  Kosche 


“That  awkward 
moment  when  you 
walk  into  your  class 
and  look  up,  and  see 
it's  not  your  class.” 

-  Zach  Chapman 


-  1 

"That  awkward  moment 

w ' .  e  n 

you  ^o  to  open  your 
looker,  and  you 

realise...  it’s  not  your 

looker. " 

i 

-  Ally  Soudder 

22  £uniots  skate  tke.Lt  most  awkwatd  moments  of  t keit  high  school  c ateets. 


Jeremiah  Israel 
DeAuna  Ivy 
Alexander  Jackson 
Allison  Jackson 
Kayla  Jackson 
Troy  Jackson 
Amos  Johnson 
Christina  Johnson 

Robert  Johnson 
James  Jones 
McKenley  Jones 
Victoria  Jones 
Aviana  Jones-Townser 
Jacobe  Julien 
Brenna  Kachevas 
Courtney  Kernan 


Madison  Kernan 
Josie  Kirkbride 
Samantha  Kirzeder 
Thomas  Knuckey 
Benjamin  Kochuyt 
Taryn  Kosche 
Kayla  Kovalcik 
Tokawon  Kparyea 

Eh  Ku 

Keith  Lawrence  Jr 
Jessey  Lawson 
Hla  Lay 
Victor  Lazcano 
Te’Schaiya  Lee 
Marco  Leon 
DaJha’  Levy 


Lupita  Lezama 
Tyler  Lopez 
Sara  Lubben 
Samuel  Mager 
Kaleb  Mallek 
Adam  Mandel 
Monica  Marceleno 
Taylor  Maurus 


Adriana  McBride 
Jemmerio  McCaw 
Justin  McClendon 
Austin  McDonald 
Ariel  McDowell 
Alysha  McElroy-Hodges 
Barlow  McGhee 


We  are  Latjal  Fans! 


“I  am  a  Wamj  potter  fan  because  Harry 
potter  is  an  experience  that  is  inexplicable, 
magical,  an<(,  in  my  opinion,  is  something 
that  Twilight  cannot  be  compare ({ to,  plus, 
Harry  potter  has  been  arou  n<[  longer.  ”  ^ 

—  Mayyie  williams 


“ J  am  Team  Twilight  because  Bella 
and  6dnard  are  sc  cute,  and  f/arr> 
T*ctler  is  bcringT* 

—  Jesseca  flndereck 

f  am  a  Twifigbf  fan  because  Jacob  is  RFAF  F  Y  cufe!” 
—  Taylor  Maurus 


“l  aw  9  fwlltght  fsD  because  !  thtok  'Path 
9 dJ  kcfvwJ  9T(t  9 d  9dor9ble  couple,  9D d 
l  LOVk  Werewolves  md  vsTOpfres." 


*3  G*n  a,  fbtte/i  btc&u&e  i£± 

mtyut,  0  liAt  that  cAG/iAy 

fbtU/i  dot&n  t  fiQAM  QA  truccA  vyrnosicz,, 
osvd  it  *  totaling! 

—  c  JkJtAf  findk/u&n 


flflf&Y  PoTTKHvJWILIGn 

Juniors  voice  their  opinions  on  which  series  they  believe  is  the  best. 


ARE 


Benjamin  McKay 
Sydnie  McNeal 
Dominique  McQueen 
Erin  McVey 
Gabriella  Mendoza 
Hannah  Meyers 
Deborah  Mickeal 
Ellen  Miers 


Jacob  Miers 
Tyler  Mohr 
Juan  Mojica 
Kaw  Gay  Moo 
Jaylan  Morris 
Hannah  Morrissey 
Megan  Morrissey 
Jayla  Morrow 

Mason  Moss 
Mang  Mung 
Angel  Munoz 
Mark  Munson 
Mariana  Murillo 
Andreas  Muskeyvalley 
Su  Laing  Nay 
Vincent  Ndikubwayo 

Kayla  Neville 
Lillian  Ng  Dung 
Berita  Ntakirutim 
Marcques  Nimmers 
Samweli  Niyonkuru 
Jeandodieur 
Nshimirimana 
Kelsie  Okey 
Trent  Osborne 

Ashley  Painter 
Margaret  Pappas 
Ja’Von  Patterson 
Hei  Ku  Thu  Paw 
Mario  Peques 
Gabriela  Perez 
Kimberly  Phillips 
Narayan  Phuyel 

Kelly  Pike 
Haley  Pitford 
Lauren  Plumb 
Nicholas  Ponsetto 
Breanna  Ramos 
Brandon  Randolph 
Alejandro  Rangel 
Kaitlyn  Raverty 


U€tMeUt 
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Shala  Reading 
Ellen  Reeder 
Chelsea  Rhodes 
Brian  Richardson 
Markel  Richardson 
Allison  Robertson 
Elgin  Robinson 
Henry  Roderick 


Daniel  Rodriguez 
Jesus  Rodriguez 
Peter  Ruggles 
Vicente  Ruiz 
Holly  Sackfield  Ryser 
De’Pree  Salazar 
Dalton  Sailer 
Paul  Sanders 

Gracyn  Schriner 
Darienne  Scott 
Allison  Scudder 
Jacob  Scudder 
Bhola  Sharma 
Shekhar  Sharma 
Ebony  Shelton 
Gerald  Shreeves 

Connor  Shuck 
Angela  Simmons 
Elisha  Simmons 
Jolinda  Simmons 
Autumn  Singleton 
Brianna  Smith 
Chandra  Smith 
Jacob  Smith 

Sarah  Smith 
Miranda  Sneade 
Timothy  Sparkman 
Jessica  Spencer 
Rebekka  Sprouse 
Jordan  Stampley 
Skyler  Stewart 
April  Stock 

Candace  Strickland 
Christy  Sui 
Autumn  Sulouff 
Catherine  Sung 
Lindsey  Sutter 
Devin  Syler 
Stephanie  Tanner 
Tana  Tate 


I  3111  cAwm/iAj,  foi. 

Sixteen  year  old  Lucie  Hontaa  is  new  to  RIHS,  and  this  country.  She  is  an  exchange  student  from 
Bayonne,  France.  This  is  Lucie's  first  year  living  in  America.  She  left  behind  her  friends,  family,  and  some 
pet  goats  to  come  experience  an  American  high  school.  It  is  much  different  from  her  school  in  France.  “We 
don't  even  have  lockers  at  my  old  school,”  she  explains. 

She  currently  is  living  with  host  parents,  for  the  time  being.  Her  first  language  is  French,  so 
coming  here,  and  going  to  a  school  that  only  speaks  English  is  difficult,  even  though  she  has  been  learning 
English  for  five  years.  “It  is  hard.  Not  a  lot  of  people  understand  me.  and  I  can't  always  understand  them. 
Everyone  always  speaks  so  fast!"  says  Lucie.  She  continues  on,  saying,  “Everyone  says  it  is  me  who  has 
an  accent,  but  for  me,  I  speak  normally,  and  it’s  you  guys  who  have  an  accent.” 

Despite  her  difficulty  with  English,  Lucie's  favorite  subject  is  Spanish.  Lucie  has  enjoyed  her  time  here,  so  far.  She  likes 
hanging  out  with  friends,  and  trying  delicious  American  foods.  Lucie  exclaims,  I  love  Whitey  s!  I  don  t  know  how  I II  live  without  it  next 
year.” 

Even  though  Lucie  has  trouble  with  English,  she  still  has  managed  to  catch  on  to  some  slang,  such  as,  “Oh,  man,”  “Oh,  for  Pete's 
sake,"  and  “What  the  heck?” 

Not  only  has  Lucie  experienced  Rock  Island,  but  she's  been  to  Tennessee  and  New  York,  and  wants  to  go  to  California.  After 
Christmas,  she  plans  to  go  to  Costa  Rica.  “I  love  traveling.  I've  been  traveling  since  I  was  four,  and  I  plan  to  continue  doing  it.  By 
traveling,  I  learn  to  understand  other  cultures,  languages,  and  ways  of  life.”  25 


Chelsey  Temple 
Redrick  Terry 
Deiontre1  Thomas 
Sierra  Thompson 
Taylor  Thornton 
Alex  Thorson 
Victoria  Timbrook 
Liberty  Townzen 

Brittany  Trevino 
Harmonee  Trice 
Jordan  Turnbull 
Jacqueline  Twing 
Kaleb  Umlandt 
Jean  Uwusavyemf 
Carlos  Valdez 
Taylor  VanDerGinst 

Damon  Varnell 
Kylee  Villarreal 
Jeane  Vwamahoro 
Mark  Wakeland 
Steven  Waldrip 
Haley  Walker 
Tyshunda  Washington 
William  Weckerly 


Claire  Weitzel-Kelly 
Ashley  Wentz 
Devonne  West 
Taylor  Wheatley 
Erik  Whitcomb 
Brittany  White 
Chase  Wiggins 
Jerra  Williams 

Katie  Williams 
Margaret  Williams 
LaRissa  Windisch 
Abigail  Winfree 
Mariah  Witsman 
Kade  Woods 
Marcelious  Wyatt 
Tatu  Yabumbwa 


Darshain  Yancey 
Morgan  Zambrano 
Ethan  Zepeda 


UvpB^lBssmen 


re 


“It  feels  like  I  am  one 
step  closer  to  my 
future.” 

bbica  ^.i/more 


“I  feel  like  I  can  get  more 
involved,  and  I  get  to 
park  in  the  big  parking 
lot.  rfioUy  fiacAfield 


“It  feels  good  to  be  more 
involved  with  things  like 
Tug  of  War,  Powder  Puff, 
painting  up,  and 
Homecoming  Wars.” 

(f llexis 


“Being  an  upperclassman 
is  cool.  It  feels  way  more 
relaxed  and  independent 
than  the  last  couple  of 
years.  (Rugglej* 


- 


me  are 


4loi  Sd&d  SuMtetrts 

op  the  junior  class 


Jesfica^ijmore  and 
Jessica  Ochsner. 
May  25th.  2011 


B  “For  the  ACT,  I  have  taken 
m  B  several  practice  tests  in  m 

preparation.” 

...  -Atticus  Garrison 

We  are 

preparing 
for  the  a©? 


“Making  my  own 
practice  test  and 
reading.” 

-  tenner  Shu&k 


I  am  basically  doing 
Iwhatever  our  teachers 
have  us  do  in  class, 
which  is  usually  a 
practice  test.” 

-  lach  Chapman 


LL  For  the  ACT,  to 
prepare  myself,  I  am 
doing  online  prep 
skills,  and  reading 
books  to  improve  my 
reading  skills. 

-  Domihnue  BdTiiEn  J 


7  like  the  PINK  brand  so 
much  because  it's  cute, 
and  expresses  how  girls 
can  be  cute  and 
comfortable. " 

-  DeJonee  McCormick 


“I  like  graphic  tees  because 
they  allow  you  to  express 
yourself. " 

-  Gage  Dempsey 


“I  like  wearing  scarves.  They 
keep  me  warm,  and  they're 
very  cute  to  pair  with  outfits. " 

-  Deborah  Mickeal 


“Accessories  make  the 
outfit 

-  Jay  la  Morrow 


% 
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we  are  trendsetters 


we  are  Rocking  School  Spirit! 


‘I  want  to  have  Stewie  from  Family  Guy 
a  class  with  me  because  he  would  keep 
me  laughing  and  entertained.” 

-  D  ejane  e  7HcCantttfcf 


“I'd  want  to  have  class  with  Lil*  Wayne 
because  he's  my  favorite  rapper.” 

-  Cattdt*iatt  (ft^een 


We  Want 


Celebrities... 

Itochy's  Juniors  reveal  what  television  stars  they'd 


love  to  go  to  class  with! 


‘I'd  love  to  have  class  with  Melanie  from 
The  Game  because  she  could  give  good 
relationship  advice  to  all  the  teens 
struggling  with  relationships  in  high 
school.” 

-  Jeyu'ca  Sftenten 


I  would  go  with  Khloe  Kardashian  because 
she's  goofy,  and  she  keeps  it  real.” 

-  Jap  fa  Tttpnnttw 
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*rem 

Sophomores 

Wle  are  in  our  Aeconclgeat  at  Rocky.  We  are  Qfr?cJe  10. 

We're  ready  to  take  on  what  year  two  at  the  Rock  has  in  store  for  os. 

We  are  no  lonyer  new.  We're  on  FRKM&IRR  GROUND. 

Even  though  we  won't  admit  it.  we  still  sometimes  have  a  hard  time  findiny  oor  way  around. 

We  now  fully  understand  how  bi9  of  a  deal  Homecoming  is. 
and  we  r»tfc  j-ke  c»|»r 

Althouyh  we  have  six  other  classes,  we  are  all  focusiny  on  Drivers'  Ed. 

We  are  DRIVING.  We  are  breakiny.  We  are  PASSING  our  drivers'  tests. 

And,  we  are  AL  WA  Y  S  weariny  our  seat  belts  |Riyht,  Mr.  Allison.  Mr.  Ebner.  and  Mr.  doseph?|. 

We  are  cfyoosii)$  between  more  classes. 

We  are  beyinniny  to  think  about  our  ^uiuies.  even  thouyh  that's  still  FAR  AWAY. 

In  the  meantime,  we  are  busy  PCUSIHO  on  beiny  sophomores. 

We  are  C°APfTinG  on  teams.  PEPPPAIPO  in  yroups.  and  takiny  on  leadership  rcles  we  didn't  as  freshmen. 

We  are  learning.  Still.  We  are  enjoyiny  the  lively  lessons  of  fiBfllth  class  from  Mr.  teatherman  and  Mrs.  Lack. 

We  are  writiny  a  research  paper  for  the  first  time  with  Ms.  Epperly.  if  we  are  in  Advanced  Enylish. 

We  are  enjoyiny  the  freedom  of  the  other  floors  besides  third.  Rut.  we  are  missiny  our  Academy  teachers,  too. 

As  sophomores,  we  know  what  to  from  hiyh  school. 

but  we  still  yet  and  ISMTH  about  the  ffWBTOS. 

We're  to  take  on  the  rest  of  our  hiyh  school  careers  at  the  Rock. 


il 


sophomores 

ARE 

Class  of 

*•.4  ! 


Sophomores 


Shelby  Abrams 
Elijah  Adams 
Travon  Aldridge 
Nikiza  Alexis 
Patrick  Alongi 
Ashly  Anderson 
Laetitia  Anderson 
Lea  Anderson 

Katya  Andrade 
Arrian  Andrew 
Kilie  Angusich 
Courtney  Arnold 
Alec  Aunan 
Alexia  Avena 
Antonetta  Axup 
Ashley  Ayala 

Jasmine  Babers 
Claire  Bacon 
Litereya  Banks 
Benjamin  Barnes 
Donyell  Barnes 
Keontaye  Beason 
Tavian  Beason 
Giovanni  Bennett 

Michael  Beyne  III 
Gina  Blair 
Adriana  Blanco 
Erinnd  Blanco 
Nicole  Blood 
Andrew  Bloomfield 
Jordan  Bowden 
Eboni  Boyd 

Tykell  Boyd 
Allyson  Boyle 
Donald  Bradley 
Lexis  Bragg 
Edgar  Brown 
Emmanuel  Bucumi 
Shokurani  Bukoro 
Joshua  Bushnell 


aa  This  past  summer,  the  Wieland  twins  traveled  to 
u  Ohio  on  a  mission  trip.  Over  the  course  uf  their 
>5  week  away,  they  had  a  yood  experience,  and  met  a 
lot  of  new  people.  "I  loved  the  people.  They  were  so 
os  nice,”  Abbi  states.  Not  only  did  they  make  friends 
3  from  around  the  United  States,  but  they  also 
^  volunteered  in  churches,  daycares,  and  food 
=  pantries.  Izzi  Wieland  says.  "I  liked  how  we  were 
always  doiny  somethiny.  and  the  day  was  jam 
packed.”  Duriny  the  trip,  they  learned  not  to  judye 
people,  that  thinys  are  different  behind  closed 
doors,  and  when  those  doors  opened  up.  they 
realized  how  much  uf  a  difference  they  could  make 
in  others'  lives. 
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Samantha  Carr 
Aiba  Carranza 
Jaime  Carrillo 
Castaneda 

Christopher  Castaneda 
W9t  Fernando  Castaneda 
DeShaun  Clark 
I  Shamia  Clark 
.  I  Hunter  Collins 

Christian  Colmenares 
Randi  Constantino 
Felicia  Contreras 
Delema  Cowan 
Dillon  Cralle 
Anthony  Cross 
Leah  Daugherty 
Dustin  Davis 

Torianna  Davis 
Malique  Dean 
Tyler  DeHaven 
Ashley  DeRoo 
Corbin  DeVore 
Katherine  Dix 
Danielle  Dodson 
Bailey  Dooley 

Haley  Dorman 
Myles  Drummond 
Tremaine  Dunbar 
Victoria  Eastman 
Christopher 
Ehimwenman 
Molly  Eirinberg 
Samantha  Farmer 
Leandra  Farrington 

Hailey  Feldhahn 
Austin  Fields 
Christopher  Fischer 
Lilly  Fischer 
Amanda  Fleener 
Andrea  Flores 
Nathaniel  Foutch  Pratt 
Kristine  Francis 


Alicia  Freiburg 
Jorge  Galeana 
Rebecca  Galvin 
Nikki  Garrison 
Cullen  George 
Charles  Giles 
Chastity  Gingry 


We a™  MJUU 


35 


Xaviere  Granado 
Jane  Gray 
Cody  Green 
QuenShundria  Green 
Draisan  Greer-Turner 
Jordan  Griffin 
Steven  Gustaf 
Michael  Gustafson 

Bernard  Haliburton 
Dejoun  Hampton 
Alex  Hardcastle 
Hannah  Hart 
Samantha  Hawkins 
Drake  Haynes 
Destiney  Hearn 
Camie  Herbert 

Andrea  Hergert 
Bibiana  Hernandez 
Ysenia  Herrera 
Dennicia  Hickman 
Jeffery  Hickman 
Collin  Hill 
Krystal  Hilligoss 
Courtlynd  Hinson 

Mitchell  Hodge 
Quinton  Holmes 
Dustin  Hook 
Nikkiela  Hudson 
Christopher  Hummel 
Kaylei  Hurt 
Laxmi  Hurung 
Marcus  Jackson 

Corey  Jacobs 
Devan  Jacobs 
Kayla  Jacobs 
Ryan  Jacobs 
Julianna  Jespersen 
Katherine  Johnson 
Tyshima  Joiner 
DayQwon  Jones 

DeWan  Jones 
KiAnna  Jones 
LaDarius  Jones 
Michael  Jones 
Anastasia  Jones- 
Townser 
Hailey  Jungjohann 
Jndayiyingige  Justin 
Sina  Kalhor 


*  want  t0  b®  i  >OK'T  <J0M5-  MY  fMK . 

Vic  Bobblett . 


Cm  otsessed  with  tiiptMi. 

A  UIU  ▲  I 


I  STILL  SLEEP  WITH  A  STUFFED  ANIMAL. 

I  LIKE  TO  WL K  11/  CEMETERIES* 
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> cjpihc/tKC'be4  ijpXiX  tHev i  <beefoeit  \eoiek\. 


Issac  Katzenburger 
John  Keiffer 
Sydney  Kelley 
Keelyandra  Kirkbride 
Isabella  KongKousonh 
Austin  Koutsky 
Alliyah  Kowalik 
Jesse  Krueger 

Keonna  Lampkin 
Sidney  Laughlin 
Jacob  Lavine 
Randie  Lawson 
Mackenzie  Leatherman 
Brandon  LeBarge 
Tianna  Lecander- 
Riesebieter 
Diamon  Leigh 

Brandy  Lewis 
Vincent  Lindley 
LaCresha  Linton 
Brett  Livingston 
Mario  Lloyd 
Aaron  Long 
Alejandra  Lopez 
Jeremiah  Machuca 

Deline  Malebo 
Alecia  Mallek 
Amanda  Manary 
Amanda  Manning 
Tyler  Manuel 
Analisa  Marceleno 
Diego  Marceleno 
Marquis  Marrs 

Jasmin  Martin 
Ciara  Martinez 
Laura  Martinez 
Samantha  Martinez 
Mysti  Masengarb 
Alyssa  Matejcek 
Cain  Matter 
Kelsie  Matter 

Tristan  Mattson 
Signe  Maurus 
Siara  McAuley 
Hanna  McCraw 
Morgan  McCready 
Jaylyn  McGhee 
Carolina  Medina 
Elijah  Meek-Bobb 


We  are  Hoopin’  It  Up 


We  have  cars 

“Camaro!” 

-  Alexia  Arena 

“1957  Pontiac  Chieftan 
because  it's  the  car  my 
grandpa  had  when  he  met  my 
grandma  (and  the  reason  why 
she  wanted  to  meet  him!). 

And,  it's  an  amazing  vehicle!” 

-  paitb  Northcutt 

“A  Porsche  because  they 
are  fast  and  expensive.” 

-  Isabella  Kov\qko\ASov\h 

“Mustang  because  it 
makes  anything  hot!” 

“Range  Rover  because 
it  looks  cool.” 

-  Kaltlyn  Young 

Rosa  Mejia 
Omar  Mendez 
Jordan  Mewes 
Jennifer  Michel 
Austin  Miller 
Brady  Moeller 
Som  Mongar 
Ywa  Hai  Moo 

Ashlee  Moore 
Sean  Moore 
Citlally  Morales 
Adrianna  Morgan 
Evan  Morris 
Jamal  Morrow 
James  Morrow 
Ashlyn  Mumma 

Erin  Munson 
Grayson  Munson 
Melissa  Munson 
Grant  Myers 
Isabella  Naab 
Jire  Ndayikengu 
Cole  Neder 
Nicholas  Niles 

Joselyne  Nimpaye 
Prince  Nombre 
Binti  Nondo 
Faith  Northcutt 
Steven  Nowinski 
Dieudonne  Nsengiyumva 
Emmakire  Nyamwiza 
Tairik  O'Leary 

Ryan  O'Shea 
Jessica  Ochsner 
Hannah  Ohlsen 
Okito  Olenga 
Ciza  Olevia 
Gabriela  Orduna 
Rebecca  Ornelis 
Lovie  Orr 

Mariah  Orr 
Emily  Pagel 
Nicholas  Painter 

Alex  Palos 
Hang  Kip  Par 
Van  Nun  Par 
Tyneisha  Parker 
Isaac  Patrick 


Hser  Ka  Paw 
July  Paw 
Andrew  Pearson 
Brittany  Pearson 
Devan  Penry 
Gabrielle  Pepping 
Austin  Perez 
Joseph  Perez 

Luis  Perez 
Omar  Perez 
Michael  Peters 
Katherine  Phillips 
Elizabeth  Phillis 
Carissa  Pierce 
Kyrstin  Plohr 
Alyssa  Pool 

Tatyana  Pore 
De’Shavonn  Pulliam 
Christian  Purdy 
Logan  Rade 
Jasmine  Ragusi 
Mercedes  Ramirez 
Thomas  Ramirez 
Jacob  Ramos 

Selena  Randall-Carrillo 
Jillyan  Randle 
Alejandro  Rangel 
Jacqueline  Rangel 
Guillermina  Raya 
Desirae  Reading 
Breayona  Reed 
Tytiana  Reed 

Dharani  Regmi 
Samantha  Reichert 
Robert  Reihm 
Steven  Rench 
Brandon  Richardson 
Devin  Rochelle 
Mariela  Rocillo 
Jamasha  Rockett 

George  Roderick 
Hannah  Rodgers 
Miguel  Rodriguez 
Roman  Rodriguez 
Derrick  Roland 
Jeremy  Romero 
Stephanie  Rosas 
Elijah  Ross 


Yesenia  Ruiz 
Travaris  Rummels 
Erica  Sarrett 
Jean-Jacques 
Sawadogo 
Jean-Louis  Sawadogo 
Tyia  Schauland 
Taylor  Schiller 
Nicholas  Schmidt 

Emma  Schneekloth 
Joseph  Schultz 
Hay  Seet 
Stephen  Selsor 
Jeffrey  Serrato 
Jinesh  Shah 
Tyler  Shewell 
Keenan  Shorter 

Stuart  Shuck 
Trey  Sigel 
Jacob  Sigler 
Tiarra  Simelton 
Austin  Simmer 
Helena  Smiley 
Jameila  Smith 
Luke  Smith 

Morgan  Smith 
Sharmaine  Smith 
Isiah  Solis 
Matthew  Spaulding 
Vanessa  Spidle 
Dustin  St  Pierre 
Trevor  Staes 
Ivan  Starenko 

Quineesha  Steele 
Emily  Stockdale 
Morgan  Stoever 
Rachael  Stotts 
David  Straw 
Kylie  Straw 
Deannea  Tanner 
Alyse  Tate 

Kirsten  Tauke 
Javonte’  Taylor 
Sydney  Taylor 
DeMerrio  Teague 
Anna  Teggatz 
Nicholas  Terry 
Efrem  Tesfamichael 
Charday  Thomas 


Jerome  Thomas 
Mystique  Thompson 
Brandi  Trice 
Heavenly  Triplett 
Bailey  Trude 
Kiersten  Turner 
Lawrence  Turner 
Jacob  Umlandt 

Isabel  Vallejo 
Bailey  VanDerGinst 
Rebecca  VanSeveren 
Nidia  Villalpando 
Devon  Wagener 
De’Aysha  Walker 
Jacob  Walker 
Jasmine  Walker 

Alyssa  Walton 
Tyquanda  Washington 
Christopher  Watkins 
Justin  Whitcomb 
Abigail  Wieland 
Elizabeth  Wieland 
Abby  Williams 
Albert  Williams 

Isaiah  Williams 
Kayla  Williams 
Michael  Williams 
Danny  Wilson 
Dasheana  Wilson 
Phillip  Witmer 
Sean  Wolking 
Chandler  Work 

Jarshay  Wright 
Jacklyn  Young 
Kaitlyn  Young 
Fang  Zheng 


^  lama. . 
Competitive 


Mackenzie  Leatherman  not  only  competes  for  RIHS  in  the 
Marching  Band,  cross  country  team,  and  soccer  team,  but 
she  also  competes  in  the  winter  as  a  skier.  Her  uncle  was  a 
pro  skier,  and  competed  in  the  X  Games.  After  watching  her 
uncle  compete,  she  and  her  family  began  skiing  for  fun,  and 
then,  competitively.  With  so  much  family  support,  Mackenzie 
was  bound  to  love  the  sport  of  skiing.  When  she  was  10,  she 
began  free  skiing,  and  by  age  14,  she  was  racing.  Mackenzie 
likes  Slalom  racing  the  best  because  of  all  the  quick  turns, 
and  “it’s  way  faster.”  She  began  to  compete  with  Snowstar’s 
Ski  Team.  In  her  first  two  years,  she  has  adjusted  well  to  the 
competitive  environment,  and  thrived  with  her  teammates 
from  other  schools,  especially  Western  Big  Six  rival,  Moline. 
During  her  second  year,  she  rose  in  the  Junior  Racer  2  Level 
in  the  WIJARA  Conference.  So  far  this  season,  she  has 
finished  in  the  top  ten  and  the  top  eight,  during  competitions. 

Snowstar's  Ski  Team  is  the  only  one  in  the  area,  and 
competes  in  St.  Louis,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa.  “I’ve  had  a  lot  of 
fun  becoming  better  at  skiing  and  making  new  friends,” 
Leatherman  states. 


Above:  Mackenzie  Leatherman  is  the  only 
Rock  Island  High  School  competitor  for 
Snowstar's  Ski  Team. 


Above:  Brian  competes  for  the 
Varsity  Basketball  Team. 


Brandon  and  Brian  Richardson 
are  brothers,  who  are  talented  on 
the  court  and  on  the  field.  When 
it  comes  to  being  off  the 
court/field,  they  always  have 
each  other's  backs.  "We  don't 
always  hang  out,  but  when  it 
comes  down  to  having  each 
other's  backs,  we’re  there  for 
each  other,  and  cheering  each 
other  on,”  Brandon  explains. 
Despite  their  different  interests  in 
sports,  they  share  a  lot  of  other 
common  interests.  They  wear  the 
same  name  brand  clothes,  “and 
we  have  the  same  kind  of  hair,” 
Brandon  jokes. 

Throughout  their  time  at  Rocky 
together,  they  are  each  other's 
biggest  supporters,  in  and  out  of 
their  respective  athletic  arenas. 


We  are  BROTHERS 


Below:  Brandon's  teammates  cheer 
him  on  as  he  gets  ready  to  enter  the 
game. 


We  are  SOPHOMORES  Making  MEMORIES 
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We  are  the  Class  Bf  20 1 S,  the  underclassmen,  the  DBUIGSt  GdditiQfl  to  the  school. 

We  are  ready  to  work  our  way  up. 

We  are  ready  to  take  on  our  foul*  yours  of  hiyh  school. 

We  are  LITTLE  FISH  in  a  big  pond. 

but  we  are  motivated  to  make  our  way  to  the  top. 

We  are  startiny  to  make  our  name  3  in  sports. 

We  will  play  for  when  our  time  comes. 

We  have  bri$fyt  futures,  and  are  prepared  to  vvVrrlt  fifrrc[  to  make  those  futures  happen. 

We  are  SXCitBtl  for  new  privileyes. 

We  can  FIN  ALIY  sit  in  the  student  section. 

We  are  the  rf*eb/unan  rftcademg.  We  ROCK  the  pink  and  OWN  the  third  floor. 

We  meet  new  people.  We  develop  new  friendships  with  students  and  teachers. 


We  are  ready  to  begin. 
We  are  the  Class  of  2015 


Isabell  Aguilera 
Kayli  Ahuja 
Chelsey  Albert 
Seth  Albright 
Hannah  Allison 
Emilee  Almquist 
Brittany  Anderson 
Ivy  Anderson 

James  Anderson 
Katherine  Anderson 
Mariah  Anderson 
Anthony  Andrews 
Marcellus  Angel 
Erika  Atwater 
Christina  Bacon 
Nickolas  Baird 

Sadie  Barrios 
Ethan  Bayles 
Brandi  Bea 
Anniece  Bennett 
Andre  Bentley 
Carlson  Bergren 
Ryan  Bisby 
Breana  Biswell 

Taylor  Blackburn 
Tanisha  Blanch 
Aleecia  Blasdell 
Jarmena  Bloway 
Garry  Bogguess 
DeJon  Bommon 
Nathan  Bowers 
Viola  Bowser-Smith 

Rebecca  Boyd 
Kaelan  Bradley 
Drew  Briggs 
Sebastian  Brodnax 
Alexandra  Brown 
Ashanti  Brown 
Gauge  Brown 
Michelle  Burrell 

Shelby  Burroughs 
Kayla  Bush 
Thomas  Bustard 
Eh  Bwe 
Jessica  Byczynski 
Adriana  Cantu 
David  Cantu 
Julisa  Carapia 


L#& 
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Karen  Cardenas 
Guzman 
Carvinord  Carr 
Jordan  Carter 
Yanely  Castaneda 
Kelli  Catterton 
Logan  Caviola 
Jacob  Chiza 
DeQuan  Christian 


Raven  Clemons 
Joshua  Cole-Brodnax 
Dimitrius  Collins 
Shantiera  Conner 
Dariyn  Courtois- Perez 
Symone  Covington 
Jordan  Cozad 
Ariel  Craig 


Briana  Cross 
Adriana  Cruz 
Cristian  Cuenca 
Antwan  Culberson 
Mylequa  Cunningham 
Ku  Ku  Dah 
La’Neicea  Dates 
Joshua  Davis 

Precious  Davis 
Devin  Davison 
Allison  Debus 
Zachary  DeRoo 
Taylor  Derry 
Morgan  DeSmet 
Emily  DeWitt 
Jose  Diaz 


Prince  Dilworth 
Linder  Divos 
Larry  Dixon 
Spirio  Dixon 
Jerramie  Dodd 
Antonio  Donaldson 
Madison  Dorbeck 
Devin  Drake 


Braydyn  Draper 
Mia  Duarte 
Kiana  Dugger 
Paw  Eh  TLer 
Julie  Ann  Elliott 
Isaiah  Ellis 
Adam  Emmert 
Logan  Enstrom 
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Lindsey  Entsminger 
Alex  Erickson 
Ndikumana  Esau 
Grant  Fessler 
Alyssa  Fields 
Assia  Filali 
Abigail  Ford 
Skylar  Frank 

Cody  Franks 
Max  Friestad 
Shauntrice  Gamble 
Guadalupe  Garcia 
Shawnta  Gary  Jr 
Terrionna  Gathright 
Nico  Gay 
Prince  Gbeddeh 

Omar  Gomez 
Victoria  Gomez 
Annabelle  Gordon 
Heavenly  Gore 
Dylan  Greko 
Sha  Gu 
Joshua  Gugelmeyer 
Nicholas  Gugelmeyer 

Isaiah  Gulick 
Bishal  Gurung 
Trey  Gustafson 
Ricardo  Guzman 
KeOndre  Hale 
Tyler  Hall 
Alexandria  Hammond 
Keegan  Hammond 

Ashton  Hampton 
Cole  Harris 
Ryan  Harris 
Cory  Harris  Jr 
Makayla  Harrum 
Katelyn  Hart 
Avery  Hasselroth 
Joshua  Hathorn 

Jennifer  Hays 
Christaun  Hearn 
Damion  Heimbeck 
Bethany  Henderson 
Olivia  Henning 
Mallory  Herlein 
Kaitlyn  Hickerson 
Juanita  Hickman 


D’Angelo  Hicks 
Benjamin  Hicock 
Alec  Hinton 
Shelby  Hodge 
Lexus  Hofmann-Baker 
Hope  Holl 
Ethan  Hong 
DuQwain  Hopkins 


Isaiah  Houston 
Ser  Htee 
Eh  Doh  Htoo 
Mikhayla  Hughes  Shaw 
Jacob  Huisman 
Josephine  Iradukunda 
Siafa  Jabbah 
Alexander  Jackson 


Alleje'  Jackson 
Mercedes  Jackson 
Nikolas  Jacobs 
JayNisha  Jalloh 
Devin  James 
Caulutan  Jefferson  III 
D'Varrian  Johnson 
Kyle  Johnson 

Tanner  Johnson 
Francisca  Jones 
JaQuan  Jones 
John  Jones 
Justin  Joway 
Brittany  Jungwirth 
Eliyasi  Kabura 
Leonita  Kadriu 

Kyla  Katzenburger 
Shawn  Keegan 
Donavin  Keim 
Lindsey  Kelley 
Chance  Kernan 
Brett  Kerno 
Dalton  Kettering 
Nathan  Kimbrough 


Brooklyn  King 
Shaunee  Kirkpatrick 
Nicholas  Kirzeder 
Makayla  Knepp 
Avery  Koberstein 
Aaron  LaCamera 
Michael  Lam  III 
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Hannah  Lambert 
Kagay  Lan 
Christian  Lannan 
Jose  Ledesma 
Austin  Leonard 
Robin  Lewis 
Emmanuel  Lloyd 
Justin  Lobley 

Honore  Lopaka 
Brian  Lopez 
Ethan  Lopez 
Sean  Luckey 
Lexys  Magadan 
John  Mager 
Ryan  Malik 
Santiago  Marceleno 

Brenda  Markham 
Juan  Martinez 
Kaylea  Matter 
Jermain  Mauricio 
Nikkoli  Mayfield 
Destiny  Maylone 
Ibrahim  Mbanzamihigo 
Katelyn  McChesney 

Katelyn  McClellan 
Kasey  McCracken 
Corshaune  McDuffy 
Shyteria  McDuffy 
Dynequa  McDuffy- 
Hodges 
Aaron  McElroy 
Fiona  McGrath  Nagle 
Thomas  McKinley 

John  McNeal 
DeJour  McQueen-Lee 
Aaron  Meckroy 
Alyssa  Meincke 
Linda  Mhoon 
Timesha  Miles 
Benjamin  Miller 
Jo’Meka  Miller 

Kayle  Minear 
Hser  Gay  Moo 
Agustin  Morales 
Natalie  Morales 
Daniel  Morris 
Tayler  Morris 
Trey  Morris 
Jessica  Morrissey 


5 


I  am 


snooting]  g0a|S 


for  my 
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U/t?at  Freslpmai).  /'riel  fy>dri$uez.  tl?ii)Ks  W  life  will  be  lil^e  as  a  20 1  5  Senior 

Ariel,  a  cheerleader  and  enthusiastic  freshman,  strives  to  reach  her  major  goal 
for  high  school,  here  at  the  Rock,  which  is  making  a  "wide  variety  of  friends.” 
Over  the  next  four  years,  Ariel  has  herself  mapped  out,  and  is  excited  for 
everything  that  is  to  come  during  her  four  years  here.  “I'm  excited  to  see 
everyone  in  my  class  grow  together,  as  we  move  forward  towards  graduation 
day,"  Ariel  explains.  Ariel  states  how  she  wants  to  leave  a  legacy  for  being  the 
helper,  and  always  being  there  for  anyone  who  needs  a  hand.  She  says,  “I  don't 
think  I'll  graduate  early  because  I  want  the  full  experience.  I  want  to  take  part  in 
all  the  arts  and  expression  classes  that  make  senior  year  so  fun.”  Her  hopes  for 
herself,  as  a  senior,  are  to  “no  longer  dwell  over  the  little  things,  and  advance  in 

cheerleading." 


Daizhiaugh  Morrow 
Robert  Mosenfelder 
Fashingoma  Mugisha 
Qadirah  Muhammad 
Benjamin  Mujagic 
Jaime  Munoz 
Molly  Munson 
Alicia  Murphy 

John  Mutum 
Cynthia  Myers-Miles 
James  Naab 
Abdu  Nderishire 
Dakota  Neaveill 
Ariel  Neitzel 
Derriontae  Nephew 
Toby  Nephew 

Kelsey  Nevarez-Ratliff 
Taylor  Neyens 
Fransine  Niyonizeye 
Aristide  Nqenzebuhoro 
Alyssa  Nunes 
Logan  Oaks 
Shane  Ogden 
Preston  Orr 

Tyree  Overton 
Alayna  Owens 
Arnol  Padilla 
George  Pappas 
Veda  Pardee 
Angel  Parker 
Nicholas  Parker 
Ja'Meisha  Parks 

Eh  T’Ler  Paw 
Hsee  Paw 
Ca’Shon  Payton 
Courtney  Pearson 
Isaac  Pena 
Petris  Perez-Medina 
Madelaine  Perry 
Lamarr  Peterson 

Khaalliyah  Phanhlathy 
Natalie  Phillips 
ShaTerra  Phillips 
Harrison  Phillis 
Sean  Pohl 
Aaliyah  Polk 
Xavier  Potenzo 
Melissa  Powell 


We  are  Setting  Goals 


Mikhayla 

Hughes: 

“I  want  to  be 
on  honor  roll, 
and  make 
varsity  track.” 


Larry  Dixon: 

“Just  kick  it  with  Ovine  Reed: 

everyone,  and  play 

i  .  ,  “Make  varsity 

basketball! 

football,  and  hang 
with  my  friends!  ’ 

[Freshmen  explain  their  goals  for 
their  first  year  at  the  Rock 


] 


Morgan  Twing: 

“Pass  Spanish  I,  and 
make  new  friends!" 


Kianna  Dugger: 

“I  hope  I  get  moved 
up  to  cheer  at  the 
sophomore  games!" 


Hannah  Price 
Kevin  Puga 
Jazmiah  Quinn 
Allen  Rachal 
Alton  Rachal 
Jovany  Ramirez 
Kylie  Ramsey-Moody 
Khaliyah  Randle 

Tovah  Rauls 
Daniel  Reed 
Emily  Reed 
Kain  Reed 
Michael  Regan 
Joseph  Rench 
Javier  Rico 
Angela  Ridolfi 

Chance  Robbins 
Brooke  Roberts 
Derrick  Robertson 
Teresa  Robertson 
Anastasia  Rodemeyer 
Ariel  Rodriguez 
Hannah  Rodriguez 
Ashley  Roland 

Bryan  Ross 
Andrew  Rottman 
Andrea  Ruiz 
Valentin  Ruiz  Jr 
Oscar  Ruvalcaba 
Anel  Salinas-Hernandez 
Madison  Sanders 
Moia  Santana 

Uaiseauah  Sarrett 
Assha  Sasay 
Hego  Say 
Kristopher  Schmacht 
Taylor  Schneider 
Joshua  Schnitzer 
Kaleb  Schriner 
Nickolas  Schrock 
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Cierra  Smith 
Courtney  Smith 
Madison  Smith 
Sierra  Smith 
Mark  Snyder-Truitt  Jr 
Sara  Solis 
Michaela  Speak 
Alexander  Spragg 

Zachery  St.  Pierre 
Colleen  Stablein 
Amy  Stallings 
David  Standafer 
Caleb  Starks 
Haleigh  Stegall 
Lindsey  Steger 
Emma  Stephenson 

Moshe  Stewart 
Lain  Stocke 
Samuel  Stone 
Taija  Stoner  Harris 
Madison  Stribling 
Sarah  Susie 
Gareth  Sutter 
Matthew  Sweeney 

James  Synika  II 
Alaura  Tallman 
Madison  Tapia 
Jacquline  Tate 
Destiny  Taylor 
Edwin  Taylor 
Amanda  Teague 
Merkeb  Teklemariam 

Delina  Tesfamichael 
Rebecca  Thomson 
Eric  Thorson 
Sean  Tittle 
Kimberly  Torres 
Omar  Torres 
Odalys  Trigueros 
Monee'  Turner 


Morgan  Twing 
Josephine  Uzamukunda 
Chana  Vallejo 
Taryn  VanEarwage 
Tyler  VanWinkle 
Christian  Vasquez 
Michael  Vinar 
Kayla  Voss 


We  are  Freshmen  Athletes! 


Justyce  Walker 
Tyrone  Webb  Jr 
Meghan  Wells 
Rahab  Wesseh 
D’Angelo  West 
Mikayla  Weyers 
Tiffany  Wickard 
Sarah  Willhite 

Brian  Williams 
Jordan  Williams 
Shauniece  Williams 
Tavian  Williams 
Xavier  Wilson 
Robert  Winters-Bland 
Graham  Woods 
Brandon  Yeater 

Azariah  Young 
Shawndrea  Young 
McKenzie  Zambrano 
Dean  Zeglin 
Kaitlyn  Zeltner 


these  ninth  graders'  embarrassing  moments. 

NOT  THAT 
BAD 


We  are 


CLASS  RATING  SCALE 


SWITCH 

SCHOOLS 


Courtney  Smith 


"I  was  opening  the  wrong 
locker  in  ggm,  and  the  girl, 
who  the  locker  belooged  to. 
came  in  and  asked  whg  I 
was  opening  her  locker.  No 
wonder  mg  locker  wouldn't 
open.” 


Ouch!!  -  Freshman 
Not  That  Bad  -  Sophomore 


Not  That  Bad  -  Junior 
Ouch!!  -  Senior 
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Not  That  Bad  -  Freshman 
Ouch!!  -  Sophomore 


Ouch!!  - 
Ouch!!  - 


Dariyn  Courtois  Perez 


Junior 

Senior 

"My  most  embarrassing  moment 
was  falliny  down  the  stairs.  I 
slipped  down,  and  my  books 
went  flying!  Only  a  few  people 
saw,  bot  I  knew  they  were 
laughing  at  me.  I  just  got  back 
up  to  pick  up  my  books,  and 
walked  away  embarrassed.” 


Rocky's  Freshmen  experience  their  first  day  at  the  Rock  57 


We  are  Rocky 

We  are  teachers.  We  are  administrators.  We  are  hall  monitors,  coaches,  janitors, 
cafeteria  workers,  secretaries,  and  aides. 

<We  teach..  We  advise.  <We  lead. 

But,  we  listen  and  learn,  too.  Sometimes,  possibly  more  than  we  thought  we  would. 

We  monitor  the  halls,  classrooms,  and  cafeteria.  We  make  dBCISiODS 
for  our  classes,  the  student  body,  and  our  colleagues. 

We  are  not  always  POPUlflP.  and  that's  okay. 

We  gT&de.  Oh.  man.  do  we  grade.  And.  we  plan  lessons,  and  re-plan  lessons, 
and  then  re-plan  lessons  again  when  our  schedules  change. 

We  make  copies.  We  write  passes.  We  always  have  a  Plan  B  and.  sometimes,  a  Plan  C 
for  when  our  original  plans  don't  work.  And  later,  we  make  more  copies. 

We  get  s-r-v  jzss&-p  caj^  We  get  tired.  We  sometimes  survive  on  those  coffee  cups  sitting  on  our  desks. 

We  sit  in  meetings.  We  take  notes  and  send  c-moif  S.  We  get  called  into  the  Deans'  and  Principal's  offices,  too. 

We  lean?  that  even  if  we  are  only  a  few  years  out  of  college,  we  have  no  idea  what  the  current  slang  means. 

We  write  tardies,  and  sometimes,  referrals.  But.  we  write  PRIDE  cards,  too. 

Through  the  school  day.  we  learn  to  faugft.  We  laugh  at  ourselves.  We  laugh  with  our  colleagues. 

We  can't  bGliGVG  what  our  students  say.  We  always  say  nothing  can  surprise  us.  but  our  students  do. 

Every  day. 

We  help  our  students  learn  the  material.  We  watch  them  struggle.  We  see  them  understand. 

WirBS  I?®®!®. 

We're  proud  to  see  our  students  mature,  not  just  in  the  classroom,  but  as  PEOPLE. 

We  see  them  transform  from  an  awkward  freshman  to  a  confident  senior. 

We  hope  that  we  have  had  one  small  impact  on  that  change, 
that  something  we  said  or  did  along  the  way 
made  a  difference. 


UGlYtt 


ttntmf 


■  ,:;ji  1 

j^jn  r  j 

jfc 

Stephanie  Akers 
Craig  Aliison 
Lori  Alvarez 
Farah  Anderson 
Lori  Angel-Young 
Tammy  Ash 
Michael  Benson 
Perry  Bentsen 

Nancy  Bittner 
Emily  Bohling 
Scott  Bohlman 
Andrea  Bonner 
Connie  Brackney 
Beth  Brasmer 
James  Bustard 
Charles  Butler 

Andrew  Campbell 
Peter  Carlin 
Jon  Catterton 
Michael  Cavaliero 
Robb  Christensen 
Bill  Churchill 
Janette  Creger 
Amy  Curtiss 

Cory  Dalton 
Carol  DePron 
Anna  Diaz 
Carrol  Diaz 
Stephanie  Dieudonne 
Lisa  Donelson 
Carmine  Draude 
Jeff  Duster 

Chris  Dyer 
Scott  Dyer 
Steve  Ebner 
Nick  Eli 
Judy  Elliott 
Gretchen  Embry 
Jackie  Epperly 
Joann  Fairman 

Lisa  Faust 
Dori  Foster 
Dorothy  Fouse 
Susan  Fuhr 
Terri  Grafton 
Michelle  Greenwood 
Bill  Gustafson 
Andrew  Hains 


1  Slap  My  Homies.' 
Mr.  Carlin 


"I  put  the  clothes  on 
the 

Ms.  Knanishu 


AUG-  xViXteAoitc 


(teachers'  Misconceptions  of  Teenage  Slang! 
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Peggy  Hallas 
Lupe  Hatch 
Mike  Hawley 
Connie  Hayek 
Thad  Hoover 
Keely  Hornick 
Stu  Hoskins 
Erik  House 

Tina  Imes 
David  Jirele 
Jen  Johnson 
Lanette  Johnson 
Troy  Joseph 
Tracy  Juscius 
Liz  Kantner 
Chad  Kennelly 

Sterling  Kingery 
Allyson  Knanishu 
Georgia  Kouris 
Marie  Kucharo 
Lisa  Lack 
Rachel  Landsness 
Rod  Leatherman 
Angela  Loebach 

Mychele  Mack 
Mary  Mackenna 
Susan  Magerkurth 
Patricia  Matson 
Anthony  McConnell 
Milo  McCowan 
Tammy  McDonald 
Lou  McLaughlin 

Mike  Melody 
Mary  Mendelin 
Maria  Meza-Klein 
Sarah  Miers 
Kathy  Miller 
Hae  Moo 
Jennifer  Page 
Donald  Palm 


Mrs.  Fuhr  used  to  be  a 
hostess  before  becoming 
an  English  teacher. 


Mr.  Traylor  worked  for  an 
airplane  company  before 
becoming  a  librarian. 


Mrs.  Hayek  used  to  live  in 
Africa,  while  helping  in  the 
Peace  Corps.  _ 


r* 


Sa-Tosha  Phillips 
Chad  Quick 
Joanne  Quinlin 
Nicole  Regan 
Tia  Rice 

Douglas  Roberts 
Connie  Schwab 


•  •  • 


Ms.  Knanishu  used  to  be 
involved  with  AmeriCorps. 


Rocky  Teachers'  Past  Jobs 
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Craig  Sharp 
Grace  Shirk 
Thom  Sigel 
Robert  Smith 
Susie  Stark 
Heidi  Steger 
Patricia  Steger 
Janice  Stephenson 

Courtney  Stone 
Bob  Swanson 
Terry  Taylor 
Shari  Thompson 
Michael  Tollenaer 
Shawn  Trask 
Kevin  Traylor 
Daniel  Trenary 

Kim  Van  Kirk 
Scott  Voigt 
Jay  Wayland 
Wade  Webber 
Jack  Weese 
Jeff  Wendland 
Tim  Wernentin 
Cory  Williams 


W£  I  CATCHPHRASiS 


7  say  this  to 
let  my 
students 
know  that  / 
am  upset 
with  them. " 


i 

\ 

j  |  pppp 

“t  used  to  just 
say.  'Guys. '  but 
the  boys  in  class 
thought /  was 
just  talking  to 
them. " 


"it  bothers  me  when 
they  put  their  feet  on 
the  desks.  ” 
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Hr. 


Tochers 

|  they  hswe  their 

P^OSt  $9ld 


We  are 


R&tvwna,  Rpckb 


Mr.  Swanson  - 1 4  years 

After  being  the  Athletic  Director  for  14 
years,  Mr.  Swanson  decided  it's  time 
to  retire.  He’s  going  to  miss  a  lot  of 
aspects  of  Rocky,  but  he's  going  to 
miss  the  kids  that  are  here  the  most. 
In  his  14  years,  he's  made  many 
memories,  but  his  favorite  was  a 
Friday  night  football  game  at  Moline. 
“When  we  got  there,  the  lights  weren’t 
working,  and  after  having  an 
electrician  look  at  them,  they  sent 
everyone  home,  and  postponed  the 
game.  That  Saturday,  we  clobbered 
Moline  by  40  points!”  Mr.  Swanson 
explained  proudly. 


Coach  Bobiett  -2  1  years 


When  Coach  Bobiett  says  goodbye 
to  Rocky,  what  he  will  miss  the  most 
are  the  close  relationships  he  built 
with  his  players  and  colleagues.  In 
his  21  years,  he  has  made  many 
memories  on  and  off  of  the  field.  For 
Coach  Bobiett,  his  favorite  memory 
was  the  2010  playoff  game  against 
Dekalb.  “We  made  an  unbelievable 
comeback,  and  needed  a  2  point 
conversion  to  tie  the  game,  and  go 
into  overtime.  The  wrong  players 
were  in  the  wrong  spots,  and  it  was  a 
sandlot  play,  but  we  beat  Dekalb  in 
overtime,”  Coach  Bobiett  explains 
with  pride. 


Mrs.  Elliott  *37  years 

“Every  day  is  crazy!”  Mrs.  Elliott 
explains,  jokingly,  about  her  jam- 
packed  schedule  at  Rocky.  Despite 
her  hectic  days,  Mrs.  Elliott  has 
thoroughly  enjoyed  her  time  here. 
During  her  1 4  years  at  Rocky,  Mrs. 
Elliott  has  many  great  memories  from 
Rocky,  but  her  favorite  was,  “A  few 
years  ago,  during  the  Homecoming 
Assembly,  when  a  student  put  a  pie 
in  my  face,”  Mrs.  Elliott  explains. 


Mrs.  Shirk”  2  2  years 


After  being  at  Rocky  for  22  years, 
Mrs.  Shirk  is  retiring,  but  she  has 
loved  her  years  here.  She’s  going  to 
miss  a  lot,  but  she  is  going  to  miss 
the  kids  the  most.  Through  her  years 
as  a  teacher  and  advisor,  she  can't 
just  pick  one  memory  as  her  favorite. 
“I've  loved  teaching  here,  so  I  can’t 
pick  one!”  Mrs.  Shirks  shares. 


Mrs.  Class  ”19  years 

Nineteen  years  after  she  began 
teaching  at  Rocky,  Mrs.  Glass  is 
retiring.  Out  of  all  the  memories  she 
made,  the  one  she  remembers  most 
was  when  her  daughter  attended 
Rocky,  and  a  student  made  a  t-shirt 
for  the  simulation  babies.  From  the 
memories  made,  she  is  going  to 
miss  Rocky  a  lot  when  she's  gone. 
“I'll  miss  seeing  the  students'  looks 
of  pride  when  they  accomplish  a 
food  preparation  skill,  and  eat  the 
food  they  prepared,”  Mrs.  Glass 


shares. 


Mrs.  Fairman  -  26  years 

After  1 2  years  as  the  Athletic  Director 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Judy  Fairman  says 
that  what  she’ll  miss  most  in  her 
retirement  are  the  people  that  are 
here.  However,  she  notes  that  she 
will  not  miss  fielding  all  of  the  phone 
calls  when  athletic  events  are 
scheduled  during  a  winter 
snowstorm.  With  so  many  memories 
from  her  career,  she  can’t  pick  just 
one  out  as  her  favorite.  “There  are 
just  too  many!” 
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"^Working  with,  the  student* '  issues, 
and  helping,  them  to  Realize,  own  up 
to,  and  solve  them.  9.  also  c/y'o^ 
coordinating  the  graduation 
ceremong.  and  watching  them 
receive  their  diplomas.  ” 


“My  favorite  thin^  about  working 
here  is  how  each  day  is  different, 
and  you  can  t  plan  for  anything." 


{what's  the  best  part  of  being  a  Rock?} 


Change  can  come  in  many  ways.  Change  is  always  constant,  especially  in  terms  of  Rock  Island  High  School's  principal 
position  over  recent  years.  This  time,  change  came  to  Rock  Island  High  School  with  a  'Wernentin'  name  tag,  a  name  the  Quad 
Cities  is  quite  familiar  with,  and  glad  to  have  back  home.  Mr.  Wernentin  was  born  and  raised  in  the  Q.C.  area,  and  he's  been  here  all 
of  his  life.  He  was  the  principal  of  Davenport  Central,  and  then  left  to  accept  a  position  at  a  high  school  in  East  St.  Louis.  However, 
when  the  opportunity  to  come  back  to  the  Quad  Cities  came,  Mr.  Wernentin  took  it. 

“I  saw  the  Rock  Island  opening,  and  thought  it'd  be  a  perfect  fit.  I  knew  I  had  to  apply,"  said  Mr.  Wernentin.  Once  he  became 
interested,  Mr.  Wernentin  went  through  numerous  screenings  and  interviews  to  make  sure  he  was  what  Rock  Island  High  School 
needed.  When  the  verdict  came,  Mr.  Wernentin  was  able  to  come  back  home,  for  what  he  believed  to  be  a  “perfect  fit.” 

“I  moved  back  to  Rock  Island  when  I  took  the  position.  I  love  seeing  my  students  in  everyday  life.  It's  also  great  for  students  to 
see  their  principal  in  the  community  with  them.  It  makes  them  feel  like  we're  in  this  together,  which  we  are.  This  is  a  team  effort,” 
explains  Wernentin.  His  mindset  and  views  led  many  to  believe  that  Mr.  Wernentin  just  may  be  a  perfect  fit  for  Rock  Island  High 
School.  It’s  evident  he's  concerned  about  the  small  things,  and  doing  them  right.  Over  the  past  few  years,  Rock  Island  has  gone 
through  a  lot  of  principals.  Wernentin  brings  a  new  sense  of  stability  to  the  school.  Possibly,  the  most  important  factor  Mr.  Wernentin 
offers  is  his  consistency.  Unlike  his  predecessors,  there's  no  designated  time  limit  on  how  long  he  would  like  to  lead  the  Rocks. 

“One  of  my  main  goals  is  to  provide  a  stable  presence  to  students  here,"  states  Wernentin.  It  seems  Mr.  Wernentin  is  a  man  of 
his  word,  too.  Once  he  was  hired,  on  July  1st,  he  went  right  to  work.  Within  his  first  few  weeks  of  officially  being  principal  of  Rock 
Island  High,  Mr.  Wernentin  spoke  to  everyone,  in  a  sincere  effort  to  get  to  the  core  of  what  the  school  needed.  With  a  work  ethic  like 
this,  there  is  no  doubt  that  Rock  Island's  new  change  is  the  'real  deal.'  It  is  true,  change  is  always  constant,  but  the  feeling  of  “home” 
that  Mr.  Wernentin  feels  being  at  Rocky  is  definitely  permanent. 


I  like  Bob  Marley's  song, 

•Three  Little  Birds-  it's 
nice  to  hear  that  “every  little  | 

THING  IS  GONNA  BE  ALRIGHT" 

over  and  over, 

-  Allyson  Knanishu 


'(Dmbop' 


by  Hanson  ff  reminds  me  of  ai  The  PUR  I  used  To  have  with 
al  my  junior  high  and  high  school  friends 

-sarah  miens 


-  Don’t  Stop  Believin'" 

because  I  believe  we  can 
always  change  things 

positively 

-  Mr.Wementin 


•Wt  wish 

T°U  f)  /TOT 
CHRISMS' 

My  birthday  is 
December  23,  and 
my  name  is  Mary.  I 
am  always  Mary  at 
Christmas! 

-  Mary  Mendelin 


iRocky  f  s 


pmiist 


ulL^ee  LiXtte  BaajU” 

Life  is  less  stressful  when 
you  don't  worry  about  all 
the  little  things. 

-  Andy  Campbell 


“Lead  Me  Lord” 

I  am  a  Christian, 
and  the  song  reminds  me  that  1 
need  to  trust  God,  and  let  Him 
lead  me  on  the  right  path. 

-  Emily  Bohling 


My  Will 


by  Rascal  Flatts,  because  the  words  are  what  i  would  like  to 

say  to  my  students,  friends,  and  family. 

-  Jackie  Epperly 


-f)ctodi  'Tie  Univetie 

A  song  of  strength,  the  IBOfld,  nature,  and  the  univaraa 
This  song  always  makes  me  feel  better  and  strive  for  more. 

-  ^tetliny  Kinyety 


"One  Tin 
Soldier" 

This  song  shows  the  struggle  to 
do  the  right  thing. 

-  Dan  Trenarv 


•That's  Life" 

Bt  FRANK  SIMM.  WHEN  TOI 
Hi  fOIERSElE  MI  OJ  TOUR 
FACE.  100  PICK 
YOUKOf  UP,  MID  GET 
BACK  III  HE  RACE. 

-  JIM  BUTThRD 


“I  don’t  wanna  HW&just 
wanna  bang  on  the  drum 
all  day." 

•  Courtney  Stone 


Mr.  liawle.y  Ms.  Epperly  Mr.  Melody  Mrs.  Hayek 


r  i 


“My  first  year  teaching, 
I  bent  over  to  pick 
something  up,  and 
farted  really  loudly. 
Everyone  slowly  turned 
to  me,  and  figured  out 
what  happened.  They  all 
laughed.  But  hey, 
everybody  farts.” 


“I  had  a  student  for 
3  years,  and  once,  I 
forgot  his  name  in 
front  of  the  whole 
class.  Even  in  my 
struggle,  he 
wouldn't  tell  me!  He 
eventually  gave  it 
up,  and  now.  I'll 
never  forget  it.” 


“One  time,  a  desk 
completely 
collapsed  while  a 
girl  was  sitting  in  it. 
1  was  embarrassed 
for  her.  She  wasn’t 
hurt,  though.” 


“Easily,  my  most 
embarrassing 
moment  was  when 
my  skirt  fell  down, 
in  front  of  the  whole 
class.  I  didn’t  run 
away,  but  crab- 
walked  to  my  desk, 
and  slipped  it  back 
on.” 
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“I  would  move  to  Vegas  and 
become  a  poker  dealer.  I  like 
the  game,  and  I  like  people." 

-MR.OT7ERTON 


“Architect.  I  would 
design  houses  for  the 
homeless.” 

-Mr.  C'fvmte.nten 


What  would  you  do  if  you  weren't  teaching? 


“I  think  it  would  be  fun  to  be  a 
performer,  like  a  singer  on  stage.  It 
would  be  awesome  to  have  people 
watch  me,  although  I  can’t  sing." 


If  Mr.  Melody  could  be  anything 
besides  a  teacher,  he  would  be  a 
hunting  guide.  It's  something  he 
enjoys,  and  he'd  be  able  to  meet 
new  people. 


“Stay  at  home  mom.  I  would 
love  that  extra  time  with  my 
kids!” 

"  Mu.  GfMMjUiOod 


nvs  pa^aS’ 


"C  ^rS  o*. 

KVefyyearG‘  en»o0d 

be  ivea  dr'  stUcJer,t  d~ 


99ings  _ 

>o/c  kn~  ys  dnd 


m<JChp 


"**  *££**> 


Mr.  Christensen  - 
“The  baggy  pants 
have  always  been 
in  style,  but 
recently,  there  has 
been  a  new 
appreciation  for 
the  Beatles,  and 
their  music  has 
been  huge." 


Staff  reminisce  about  returning  TRENDS 
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WearethejgJiSlIMEgd  ©ECMSIP 


69 


We  are  DRIVEN,  HARDWORKING,  talented, 

( cW ,  and 

We  put  our  hearts  on  the  line,  and  give  it  everything  we've  get 

We  are  a  select  few. 

We  sweat,  we  get  sore,  and  we  get  tired. 

We  strive  for  perfection. 

We  set  goals  and  P  tJ  S  H  oorselves  to  meet  them. 

We  fight  throogh  pain,  and  slowlg,  but  surelg,  recover  from  injuries. 
We  are  competitors. 

We  KNOW  our  games. 

It  takes  GUIS  for  what  we  do. 

We  get  floor  burns  and  bruises,  but  beg,  no  p  ain,  no  gain . 
We  plag  for  the  name  on  our  jersegs. 

We  are  motivated  bg  our  fans. 

We  are  improving  our  skills  evergdag. 

We  will  not  go  down  WITHOUT  A  FIGHT. 

We  are  solid  as  a  Rock. 


1  i  r 

■  pVPi 

1  i  If 

It  ill'  [li. 

I  ■  KJI  Some  people  don't  consider  cheerleading  a  sport,  but  the  201 1  Football 

J  J  J  M  Cheerleading  Squad  proved  otherwise.  Just  like  any  other  athletic  team,  the  girls  made 
®  sacrifices  and  continued  to  lean  on  each  other  for  support.  Just  like  the  football  players 

protecting  each  other  on  the  field,  the  cheerleaders  had  to  trust  one 
another  during  their  stunts.  Cheerleaders  trust  each  other  with  their  lives.  They  get  thrown  up  in  the  air 

and  know  the  girls  below  will  catch  them. 

Also,  just  like  any  other  team,  they  have  their  ups  and  downs.  No  matter  what  the  squad  went  through,  at 

the  end  of  the  day,  they  were  still  one  big  family. 

The  girls  had  a  lot  of  camaraderie  this  season.  “There  is  never  a  day  we  go  without  laughing  or  pulling  a 

prank  on  someone,”  said  junior  Sarah  Smith. 

This  year,  the  girls'  major  prank  was  table-topping  each  other.  No  matter  who  was  around,  or  where  they 

were,  it  happened  to  someone. 

The  girls  were  as  close  as  they  could  be  this  year.  They  told  each  other  everything. 

"The  bus  rides  were  the  best  part  because  we  have  so  much  fun,  and  that's  the  time  we  bond  the  most,’’ 

stated  senior  Alyssa  Caviola. 

The  cheerleaders  have  a  very  strong  bond  that  no  situation  could  break. 

These  girls  will  always  have  a  special  place  in  each  other's  hearts.  Just  like  any  other  team,  they  made 
so  many  memories  this  season  that  won't  fade  anytime  soon. 


rfA v'j.  ^eights,  cheerleaders  ,jf  peopiiEJ- 
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Varsity  Cheerleaders 

Front  Row  L  to  R:  Lauren 
Plumb,  Kristin  Myers,  Tori 
Fuller,  Megan  Eversole. 
Middle  Row  L  to  R:  Aviana 
Jones,  Lindsey  Schroeder, 
Allison  Scudder,  Alyssa 
Caviola,  Dannyelle  Dunbar. 
Back  Row  L  to  R:  Dominique 
Butler,  Sarah  Smith,  Paris 
Roberts,  Jolinda  Simmons, 
and  Ashley  Jacobs. 


Junior  Varsity  Cheerleaders 

Front  Row  L  to  R:  Izzi  Wieland, 
Kayla  Jacobs,  Abbi  Wieland. 
Middle  Row  L  to  R:  Brandi 
Trice,  Nidia  Villalpando, 

Helena  Smiley,  Carolina 
Medina,  Victoria  Eastman. 

Back  Row  L  to  R:  Staci  Jones. 
Jasmine  Walker,  Lucie  Hontaa, 
Dennicia  Hickman,  Ashley 
Brodnax. 


Freshman  Cheerleaders 

Front  Row  L  to  R:  Cierra 
Smith,  Adriana  Cruz,  Taylor 
Neyens.  Middle  Row  L  to  R: 
Shelby  Hodge,  Jordan  Sholl, 
Shauntrice  Gamble,  Katey 
Hart.  Back  Row  L  to  R:  Dariyn 
Perez,  Justyce  Walker,  Ariel 
Rodriguez,  and  Kiana  Dugger. 


Far  Left:  Warming  up  is  one  of  the  most 
important  aspects  of  cheerleading.  The 
JV  girls  make  sure  to  practice  their  stunts 
before  the  game. 

Left:  The  JV  girls  take  a  break  after 
cheering  on  the  Sophomore  Football 
Team.  They  wait  for  the  starting  line  up  of 
the  Varsity  game  to  be  called. 


IFOO'iflD^.n-iSa 


The  Rock  Island  Football  Team  fought  hard  through  the  201 1  football  season.  The  seniors  put 
their  hearts  and  souls  into  the  game  because  they  knew  it  was  their  last  year.  Not  only  did  the 
seniors  play  hard,  but  so  did  the  rest  of  their  teammates.  Adam  Witmer  accomplished  his  goal  he 


Top:  The  Varsity  Team  lines  up 
before  the  game  when  the 
starters  get  announced.  Starter 
Cole  McGinnis  enters  the  field, 
receiving  high  fives  from  his 
fellow  teammates. 


set  for  himself  during  his  last  year.  He  explained  his  achievement,  stating,  “Getting  my  name  _  .  ,, 

Above:  Hock  island  s  offense 


announced  and  running  on  the  field.  It  was  amazing.” 


drives  the  ball  against  UTHS. 


The  players  also  knew  that  this  was  Head  Coach  Vic  Boblett's  final  year  at  Rock  Island  High 
School.  “It  made  us  play  with  more  enthusiasm,  especially  in  our 
last  game  because  we  wanted  him  to  go  out  with  a  bang,"  stated 
Amos  Johnson.  Captain  Cole  McGinnis  said,  “I  feel  honored  to 
have  been  a  part  of  Boblett's  final  football  team.”  The  team 
ended  with  the  final  record  of  5-5,  and  a  record  of  2-3  in  the 
Western  Big  6,  routing  Galesburg  42-21 ,  knocking  Quincy  out  of 
the  Playoffs,  and  earning  their  spot  in  the  Playoffs  on  a  two  point 
conversion  to  win  22-21 ,  to  finish  in  third  place.  The  Rocks 
worked  hard  every  day,  played  well,  and  fought  their  way 
through  the  season. 

Next  year,  the  team  will  have  a  new  head  coach  and  face 
new  challenges.  “It  will  be  tough  to  play  for  someone  besides  SSSnSSuSS 


The  team  fought  hard  during  the 
Homecoming  Game. 


Varsity  Team 


Front  Row  L  to  R:  D.  Salazar,  E.  Morris,  D.  Thomas,  A.  Faramelli,  B.  Leslie.  C.  Hall, 


Boblett.  To  most  of  us,  he  was  a  hero  ever  since  we  were  in 
Little  Rocks,  but  we  will  always  play  the  same  way  we  did  for 
him  because  it's  just  the  message  we've  received,  to  do 
everything  we  do  our  best,  and  we  know  he'll  always  be 
watching  and  supporting,”  said  Mark  Wakeland. 


D.  Syler,  D.  Anderson,  T.  Lopez,  K.  Kerres,  M.  Holman,  K.  Lawrence,  E.  Campos. 

Row  Two  L  to  R:  B.  DeVriese,  R.  Lodge,  J.  George.  A.  Metz,  N.  Allbritton,  M. 
Hoeppner,  J.  Nunn,  V.  Boblett,  E.  Lillis,  S.  Trask,  T.  Joseph,  R.  Enstrom,  S.  Ebner. 

E.  Williams,  J.  Wilson,  J.  Tobin  Row  Three  L  to  R:  A.  Witmer,  T.  Sigel,  A. 
McDonald.  B.  Richardson.  B.  Parker.  M.  Leon,  K.  Shaw,  A.  Rangel.  D.  Arrington,  J. 
Morrow,  D.  Ellis,  Q.  Chamberlin,  A.  Johnson.  Row  Four  L  to  R:  J.  Mojica,  Z. 
Chapman,  C.  George,  M.  Wakeland.  M.  Richardson,  N.  Mueller.  J.  Morrow,  K. 
Hunter,  Q.  Holmes,  D.  Jones.  A.  Williams.  M.  Peters.  Back  Row  L  to  R:  A.  Thorson. 
P.  Hickerson,  T.  Nichols,  B.  Livingston,  C.  McGinnis,  B.  Steger.  B.  Kochuyt.  C.  Boyd, 
E.  Blanco,  C.  Barrera,  L.  Rusk. 
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Front  Row  L  to  R:  B.  Moeller,  P.  Witmer,  T.  Shewell.  J.  Nunn,  E.  Lillis,  T. 
Joseph,  H.  Collins,  M.  Dean,  J.  Whitcomb.  Middle  Row  L  to  R:  B.  Trude,  T. 
Aldridge.  P.  Alongi,  J.  Morrow,  R.  Rhoads.  K.  Shaw,  E.  Morris,  B.  Richardson, 
T.  Sigel,  D.  Jacobs.  Back  Row  L  to  R:  N.  Niles,  D.  Jones,  Q.  Holmes,  B. 
Livingston,  A.  Simmer,  E.  Blanco,  J.  Morrow,  C.  George,  M.  Peters. 


Front  Row  L  to  R:  L.  Divos,  S.  Dixon,  A.  Cantu,  J.  Wilson,  E.  Williams.  J. 
George,  A.  Metz,  A.  Gordon,  J.  Munoz,  N.  Bowers,  S.  Stone.  Row  Two  L  to  R: 

N.  Mayfield,  E.  Lopez,  T.  Overton,  C.  Jefferson,  N.  Parker,  J.  Brodnax,  J. 
McNeal,  K.  Reed,  M.  Lam,  A.  Culberson  Row  Three  L  to  R:  N.  Kimbrough.  A. 
Trimble,  S.  Stone,  J.  Davis,  C.  Smith,  J.  Mutum,  P.  Gbeddeh,  M.  Snyder,  G. 
Brown,  Z.  DeRoo,  D.  Johnson.  Back  Row  L  to  R:  L.  Enstrom,  A.  Morales,  J.T. 
Jones,  T.  Bustard,  B.  Draper,  Q.  Holmes,  S.  Gary,  S.  Marceleno,  B.  Majagic,  S. 

Albright. 


Victorious  BOBLETT 

Head  Football  Coach  at  Rock  Island  High  School.  Vic  Boblett  is  no  stranger  to  winning, 
coaching,  or  changing  people  s  lives.  The  legendary  coach  has  been  coaching  for  39  years, 
earning  over  200  wins  at  Rock  Island  High  School,  four  State  Championships  at  Geneseo. 

and  four  National  Championships  at 
Augustana,  leaving  him  with  a  truly 
amazing  resume.  One  of  Coach  Boblett  s 
biggest  goals  in  coaching  is  not  only 
teaching  young  men  to  play  football,  but  to 
teach  them  life  skills,  specifically,  skills  you 
need  to  know  to  succeed  in  life.  He  gives 
coaching  everything  he  has.  and  expects 
his  athletes  not  only  to  give  their  all  on  the 
field,  but  in  the  classroom,  as  well. 

Coach  Boblett  s  favorite  moments  in 
his  39  of  coaching  can't  be  told  in  one 
breath.  He  said  his  favorite  moments  are 
the  games  like  this  year's  game  against 
Pekin  High  School,  where  Rocky  trailed  21  -7  at  the  half,  and  came  back  to  win.  "I  was  just  so 
proud  of  the  guys,  and  I  have  had  hundreds  of  those  kinds  of  games  Also.  I  loved  being  able 
to  coach  my  son,”  Boblett  explained. 

Coach  Boblett  has  coached  for  39  years,  and  he  has  announced  that  this  year,  his 
fortieth  year,  will  be  his  last. 

The  reason  Coach  Boblett  decided  to  become  a  coach  was  because  of  his  high  school 
coach.  Boblett  said,  "He  was  such  a  great  coach,  and  just  had  a  big  impact  on  me,  and 
taught  me  many  life  lessons." 

Maybe  one  of  the  keys  to  of  all  the  success  Coach  Boblett  has  had  was  all  the  work  he 
did  to  make  himself  a  better  coach.  After  all.  even  coaches  need  coaching,  sometimes.  He 
went  to  many  clinics  every  year.  When  he  first  started  coaching,  he  traveled  all  around  the 
country  looking  for  the  best  coaches,  at  the  time,  to  learn  their  techniques.  He  went  to  the 
University  of  Michigan  and  Navy's  head  coaches  for  advice. 

Coach  Boblett  truly  has  had  an  amazing  impact  on  Rock  Island  Football,  and  he  knows 
how  lucky  he  is  to  have  had  this  opportunity,  stating,  “The  word  that  really  comes  to  mind  is 
blessed.  I’ve  just  been  so  blessed  with  all  the  kids  and  coaches.  A  lot  of  great  coaches  don't 
get  this  lucky  with  their  kids.” 

Coach  Boblett  takes  great  pride  in  all  of  his  athletes,  but  his  last  group  holds  a  special 
place  in  his  heart.  He  explained,  “The  first  and  last  group  of  kids  are  always  really  special,  but 
the  thing  about  this  group  was  they  didn't  have  a  great  deal  of  success,  but  they  just  kept 
fighting,  and  made  it  into  the  Playoffs.  I  was  so  proud." 


Addison  Williams  punts  the  ball  on  a 
4th  down  against  UTHS.  He  fought 
hard,  along  with  all  of  his 
teammates,  during  the 
Homecoming  Game. 


We  are  the  Leaders  of  Friday  Nights 
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Offensive  Tackle 


“It  was  a  moment  in  time  that 
you’ll  never  forget.” 


“It  felt  good  knowing  that 
everyone  depended  on  me.” 


#78 

6'2 

Defensive  Tackle 

“It  was  great  to  lead  a 
successful  team,  and  I  was  glad 
to  be  picked  as  a  captain." 


kocJU 
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Tight  End 

"I  really  enjoyed  my  four  years  of 
football  I  was  blessed  to  be  a  part  of 
such  a  good  group  of  guys." 


We  are 


Cross  country  is  a  sport  that’s  centered  around  endurance. 
No  one  knows  the  meaning  of  that  word  better  than  the  Rock 
Island  Girls'  Cross-Country  Team.  With  Celeste  Arteaga  going  to 
State,  and  the  team  placing  13th  in  the  tough  Sectionals,  they 
showed  that  the  constant  training  and  practice  they  underwent 
paid  off.  “Practice  is  an  incredible  help.  Missing  a  practice  can 
make  the  meet  so  much  harder,"  said  Emily  Stockdale. 

They  showed  great  heart  and  determination  within  their 
sport.  “Without  hard  work  and  determination,  there  is  no  success,” 
said  team  leader,  Celeste  Arteaga.  Celeste  had  a  17:47  time  at 
Sectionals,  the  fastest  record  time  in  Rock  Island  history. 

The  success  was  not  limited  to  Sectionals  and  State, 
however,  as  they  placed  6th  at  the  Dunlap  Invitational  and  22nd 
out  of  52  teams  at  the  Peoria  Woodruff  Invitational.  “I  was 
successful,  and  was  really  happy  with  what  I  accomplished,”  said 
Celeste  Artega  about  her  season. 

Despite  being  an  individual  sport,  the  team  worked  together 
to  improve  as  a  group.  This  year,  the  Varsity  team  included 
Kirsten  Tauke,  Celeste  Arteaga,  Isabel  Vallejo,  Josephine 
Iradukunda,  Abbi  Wieland,  Izzi  Wieland,  and  Claire  Bacon. 

These  runners,  and  the  rest  of  the  team,  practiced  five  times 
a  week,  often  before  school  on  Friday.  "Practice  is  what  you 
need  to  perform  well,”  explained  Celeste,  "especially  with 
running.”  The  201 1  team  proved  that  with  endurance  and 
practice,  they  could  achieve  their  goals. 


Top:  First  time  runner,  Abbi  Wieland  sets  her  pace 
during  a  meet.  She  had  her  best  time  of  20 
minutes  in  a  race  this  year. 
Right:  Celeste  Arteaga  sprints  to  the  finish 
during  a  meet.  Celeste  ran  an  18:20  at 

State. 
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Left:  Sophomore  Kirsten  Tauke  finishes 
strong  in  a  meet.  Her  best  time  during  the 
season  was  19:59. 


Below:  The  team  anxiously  awaits  the  start  of 
a  race.  Some  team  members  stretch  at  the  line 
to  get  ready. 


Front  Row  L  to  R:  Claire  Bacon,  DeAuna 
Ivy,  Josephine  Iradukunda,  Emily 
Stockdale.  Middle  Row  L  to  R:  Isabella 
Naab,  Izzi  Wieland,  Abbi  Wieland, 
Mackenzie  Leatherman,  Morgan  Stoever. 
Back  Row  L  to  R:  Isabel  Vallejo,  Kirsten 
Tauke,  Celeste  Arteaga,  Head  Coach  Tony 
VanDeWalle.  Not  Pictured:  Chastity 
Gingry. 


Left:  The  race  begins  with  the 
Rocks  off  to  a  strong  start.  The 
girls  run  3.2  miles  in  every  meet. 
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Top:  Paul  Sanders  turned  the  corner  to  make  a 

strong  finish. 


Middle:  The  Rocks  prepare  to  start  their  race. 
They  were  competing  at  the  Invitational  Meet. 

Bottom  Left:  Eric  Ikundiro  raced  to  the  finish 
line.  Eric  qualified  for  State  this  year. 


Bottom  Right:  Chance  Robbins  crossed  the 
finish  line  for  the  Rocks. 
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For  the  first  time  in  four  years,  Rock  Island 
High  School  had  a  State  qualifying  runner  for  cross 
country,  by  the  name  of  Eric  Ikundiro.  Rock  Island 
had  a  great  run  in  Sectionals,  having  three  runners 
qualify.  The  Rock  Island  team  placed  5th  in  the 
WB6  Conference,  and  6th  in  Regionals. 

Eric  explains  the  extensive  preparation  behind 
his  amazing  season.  Eric  set  a  personal  record 
with  a  1 5:28  three  mile  time.  His  previous  best 
time  was  over  16  minutes.  Coach  Terronez 
applauded  Eric's  performance  this  year.  He  also 
stated  that  Eric's  trip  to  State  was  the  “first  time 
anyone  has  gone  to  State  since  2007.”  Throughout 
the  season,  Coach  Terronez  took  great  pride  in  his 
runners  and  their  accomplishments. 

Ikundiro's  success  should  not  come  as  a 
surprise.  Eric  Ikundiro  has  trained  very  hard  to 
gain  his  impressive  cross  country  reputation.  Out 
of  season,  he  runs  around  200  miles,  just  to  stay  in 
shape.  Even  though  Eric  placed  83rd  in  State,  it 
was  an  accomplishment  just  to  get  there. 

Eric  remains  modest  about  his  success, 
explaining  that  he  did  not  start  out  as  a  runner. 
There  are  not  too  many  people  who  can  switch 
sports  and  be  successful.  To  get  this  far  in  such  a 
short  time  means  that  he  gives  Coach  Terronez 
and  his  team  everything  he  has.  Perhaps,  what  is 
most  exciting  is  that  Eric  is  only  a  junior,  meaning 
he  hopefully  has  even  more  success  in  store  for 
his  team,  and  himself,  next  year. 
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Jordan  Turnbull  practices  his  swing  before  he  takes 
his  first  shot. 


Alec  Aunan  and  Lindsey  Sutter  concentrate  on 
their  next  shots. 


We  are 

Successful 

On  and  Off  the  Course 

This  year's  golf  team  was  anything 
but  ordinary.  Not  only  did  they  do  well  on 
the  golf  course,  but  they  also  did  well  in 
the  classroom.  Seven  players  had 
straight  A's,  while  nineteen  out  of  twenty 
one  players  were  on  the  Honor  Roll.  “I'm 
proud  of  them  in  many  ways,"  said 
Assistant  Coach  Sharp. 

This  year,  three  players  qualified  for 
Sectionals.  The  three  included  Joseph 
Johnson,  Thomas  Knuckey,  and  Billy 
Mosenfelder.  Although  golf  is  more  of  an 
individual  sport,  the  team  worked  hard 
together  to  finish  in  the  top  fifty  percent  of 
every  invitational.  Junior  Thomas 
Knuckey  believed  his  best  competitions 
were  the  Maple  Leaf  Invite,  the  Rocky, 
Sherrard,  and  UT  Triangular,  and  also, 
the  Regional  Meet.  “The  Regional  Meet  is 
where  I  advanced  with  my  two  other 
teammates,  Joseph  Johnson  and  Billy 
Mosenfelder,  as  individuals,  to  the 
Sectional  Meet,"  said  Thomas  Knuckey. 

Rocky's  victories,  on  and  off  of  the 
course,  carry  on  the  team's  tradition  of 
success. 


Front  L  to  R:  UAx-Smith.  Jb&ob  WalWr.  Matt  Sweeney.  Andy  Pearson,  Gareth  Sutter,  Taink  O'Leary 
Sean  Wolking,  Lindsey  Sutter.  Middle  L  to  R:  Shawn  Keegan,  Tanner  Johnson,  Alec  Aunan.  A  J  Clay. 
Ryan  Newman,  Nikolas  Jacobs,  Alex  Lavery.  Back  L  to  R:  Coach  Stotts,  Billy  Mosenfelder.  Thomas 
Knuckey,  Joseph  Johnson.  Jordan  Turnbull.  George  Roderick,  Reece  Argo,  Coach  Sharp. 
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A.J.  Clay  strives  for  accuracy  on  his  putt.  Clay  said,  "I  Joseph  Johnson  follows  through  on  his  drive  during  a 
was  really  proud  of  the  way  my  season  ended.”  tournament.  Joseph  placed  5th  in  the  team's  Regional 

Tournament. 


William  Mosenfelder.  a  senior,  lines  up  his 
putt  in  a  meet.  William  qualified  for 
Sectionals,  as  an  individual,  this  season. 
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Three  seemed  to  be  a  lucky  number  for  the  Rocks  this  year.  They  finished  in  third  place  at  the 
Rock  Falls  Tournament,  and  it  was  the  best  the  team  had  ever  done  there.  At  the  end  of  the  season, 
the  Rocks  hosted  the  Western  Big  Six  Conference  Meet  at  Highland  Springs,  where  they  placed  third. 
Junior,  Laurel  Enstrom  received  a  third  place  medal,  and  senior,  Katie  Thompson,  placed  ninth.  Two 
days  later,  the  Rocks  also  hosted  Regionals.  For  the  first  time  since  2004,  the  Rocks  qualified  for 
Sectionals,  again  placing  third  out  of  six  schools.  “The  team  improved  tremendously  this  year.  It  was 
also  amazing  to  go  to  Sectionals  as  a  team,”  Coach  Jennifer  Johnson  explained. 

Next  year,  the  team  will  lose  seven  seniors.  “Next  year  will  be  a  rebuilding  year,  and  we  have  the 
strength  to  rebuild,  and  possibly  go  to  Sectionals  again,”  Coach  Johnson  stated.  Senior,  Mia  Kavensky 
said  golf  was  one  of  her  favorite  memories  from  high  school.  “Going  to  Sectionals  was  phenomenal.  My 
favorite  part  was  bonding  with  my  teammates  and  running  away  from  bats!"  Maggie  Williams  was  a 
new  member  to  the  team,  and  will  be  a  key  teammate  again  next  year.  “I  loved  being  around  the  team 
and  getting  closer  to  the  girls.  I  look  forward  to  improving  next  year  and  making  Coach  proud." 


Mia  Kavensky  follows  through  on  her 
swing.  Mia  contributed  to  many  of  the 
Rocks’  wins  by  finally  breaking  100  at 
Regionals. 


Juniors  Hannah  Meyers,  Maggie  Williams,  Abby  Winfree,  and 
Laurel  Enstrom  gather  together  after  a  meet  at  Saukie.  The  juniors 

will  be  the  team  leaders  next  year. 


Seniors  Mia  Kavensky  and  Sami  Knittle  show  off  their  funny  side 
as  they  wait  for  the  results  of  their  meet.  “Golf  can  be  one  of  the 
most  difficult  sports,  but  all  you  can  do  is  enjoy  the  game,  and 
have  fun  with  your  teammates.  Our  team  had  a  bond  like  no 
other.  I'll  miss  them  so  much,”  Senior  Sami  Knittle  said. 


Junior  Laurel  Enstrom  lines  up  her  putt  during  the  Sectionals 
Tournament.  “Laurel  had  a  very  successful  season.  She  was  ar 
important  member  on  the  team,  and  helped  lead  the  team  tc 
Sectionals,"  Coach  Johnson  stated 
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Katie  Thompson  looks  at  her  ball  after  a  shot  in  a  tournament. 
Katie  was  a  key  factor  for  the  Rocks,  as  she  medaled  many  times 
at  their  meets. 


The  Rocks  were  made  up  of  seven  seniors,  Emily  Sharp,  Katie 
Thompson,  Sam  Bebber,  Abby  Wilson,  Sami  Knittle,  Mia 
Kavensky,  and  Kaitlin  Chard.  When  the  girls  graduate,  they  will 
leave  behind  five  empty  Varsity  spots. 


After  carefully  lining  up  her  putt,  Abby  Wilson  knocks  in  a  putt 
during  a  meet.  During  their  meet  at  Highland  Springs,  the  Rocks 
placed  second. 


Front  Row:  Abby  Wilson.  Second  Row:  Sam  Bebber,  Katie 
Thompson,  Abby  Winfree,  Emily  Sharp,  Sami  Knittle.  Third 
Row:  Courtney  Pearson,  Hannah  Meyers,  Katie  McClellan, 
Mia  Kavensky.  Back  Row:  Coach  Johnson,  Maggie 
Williams,  Laurel  Enstrom,  Kaitlin  Chard,  Asst.  Coach 
Kavensky. 
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This  year,  the  Girls'  Varsity  Tennis  Team  had  a  lot  more 
younger  girls  than  the  majority  of  varsity  teams  would  consist  of. 
Although  most  varsity  teams  excel  with  mainly  juniors  and  seniors, 
the  201 1  tennis  girls  proved  they  could  be  successful  with  a  variety 
of  grade  levels.  In  the  201 1  season,  the  team  placed  fourth  in  the 
Western  Big  Six.  Assistant  Coach  Gabany  said,  “I  look  forward  to 
seeing  them  grow  together  as  a  team.  I'm  excited  to  see  how  we 
develop  next  year.”  The  girls  felt  some  pressure  when  competing 
with  girls  that  were  a  few  years  older  than  them,  but  overall,  they 
felt  very  accomplished  at  the  end  of  the  season.  “We  had  a  great 
season,  and  I  couldn’t  be  more  proud  of  the  girls.  I  will  definitely 
miss  them  next  year!”  says  senior  Kelly  Tyler.  Having  a  young  team 

during  the  201 1  season  only  gives  the 
girls  a  greater  advantage  to  create  team 
chemistry  for  the  future.  With  all  that  the 
Girls'  Tennis  Team's  accomplished  during 
the  past  season,  the  Girls'  Tennis  Team's 
future  is  looking  bright.  Juniors  Haley 
Walker,  Ayayla  Quick,  Ryan  Bucktrout, 
and  Taryn  Kosche  are  ready  to  take  the 
reigns  for  next  year's  season,  which  will 
hopefully  be  just  as  great  as  this  year's! 
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Back  Row:  Head  Coach  Jeff  McCracken,  Abby  Williams,  Kelly 
Tyler,  Jessica  Godoy,  Selicia  Applegate,  Assistant  Coach  Don 

Hartwig 

Middle  Row:  Haley  Walker,  Hannah  Rodgers,  Juli  Jespersen, 
Sidney  Laughlin,  Ayala  Quick 

Front  Row:  Devon  DeSmet,  Ryan  Bucktrout,  Ivy  Anderson, 
Samantha  Carr,  Taryn  Kosche,  Anna  Teggatz 


The  Girls'  Tennis 
Team  celebrates 
their  seniors  at  their 
banquet. 
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At  the  Galesburg 
meet,  Kelly  Tyler  (left) 
and  Sidney  Laughlin 
(right)  warm  up  for 
their  Sectional  match. 


These  sophomore 
partners  take  third 
place  in  the  number 
one  doubles  bracket. 
Anna  Teggatz  (left) 
and  Sammy  Carr 
(right)  show  their  pride 
after  winning. 


Rocky  tennis  players 
make  sure  they 
warm  up  before  their 
matches. 


Sophomore 
teammates,  Sammy 
Carr  and  Anna 
Teggatz  congratulate 
each  other  on  a  well 
played  match. 


Left:  Nathan  Trimble  advances  down  the 
field,  looking  to  score. 

Middle:  Justin  Fredy  beats  his  opponent 
with  his  ball  handling  skills. 

Bottom  Left:  Diego  Marceleno  kicks  the 
ball  to  center  field  to  keep  it  out  of  the 
goal. 

Bottom  Right:  Trimble  heads  the  ball 
away  from  UTHS. 


^  • 


•• 


1 


We  are 

a  f  '» flSMIiEf  EM 


The  Boys'  Soccer  Team  had  to  endure  a  lot  of  changes  throughout  this  year,  including  a  change  in 
leadership,  with  the  addition  of  Head  Coach  Cory  Dalton.  Dalton  has  made  many  changes  during  his  first 
year.  Within  his  first  season  as  head  coach  at  RIHS,  Datlon  made  it  to  the  top  four  in  Conference.  It  was 
tough,  but  overall,  it  was  a  pretty  fun  season,”  explained  Coach  Dalton. 

The  sophomore  class  proved  to  be  strong  and  helpful  this  season.  Under  the  leadership  of  seniors, 
Edgar  Marceleno,  Xavier  Pendelton,  and  Gregray  Davis,  the  team  worked  hard  to  improve.  “We  had  to 
step  up,  and  show  the  younger  players  the  ropes.  Before  every  game,  Coach  would  tell  us  to  pass  and 


play  hard,”  explained  Xavier  Pendelton. 

Despite  a  10-12-2  record  for  the  season,  the  Varsity  placed  3rd  in  a  tournament  at  Oregon  High 
School,  and  the  leadership  from  the  seniors  set  a  positive  tone  for  the  team.  “Coach  Dalton  is  a  really 
great  coach,  and  because  of  him,  we  have  really  progressed  as  a  team,  explained  Varsity  player, 
DeWan  Jones.  With  the  example  that  the  senior  leaders  set  for  the  team,  paired  with  Coach  Dalton's 
work,  the  team  is  sure  to  continue  their  success. 


Varsity  Captain 
Gregray  Davis  moves  the 
ball  down  the  field. 


Rock  Island’s  defense  works 
hard  to  prevent  UT  from 
scoring. 


Xavier  Pendelton  chases 
down  the  ball,  and  looks  to 
pass  it  upfield  in  the  game 
against  UT. 


Ethen  Henderson  makes  a 
save  during  the  JV  game. 
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The  famous  mott<t\roirP,r>^ 
Finding  Nemo  keeps 
Hannah  Rodrigue^n 
spirit  during  the ^ 
Homecoming  P^ade. 
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Bottom  Left:  Team  captains 
Elizabeth  Donner,  Maggie 
Pappas,  and  Marissa  Lopez 
know  how  to  lead  a  team.  “This 
year,  we  are  stepping  it  up," 
stated  Maggie  Pappas. 

Bottom  Right:  The  team  works 
hard  during  their  after  school 
practice.  Their  work  paid  off 
when  they  finished  5th  at 
Sectionals. 


Front  Row  L  to  R:  Alicia  Freiburg,  Elizabeth  Donner,  Marissa  Lopez,  Maggie  Pappas. 
Samantha  Taylor,  Alicia  Murphy,  Kaitlyn  Young.  Middle  Row  L  to  R:  Ashley  Ayala, 
Chana  Vallejo,  Courtney  Kernan,  Terraisa  Hanes,  Jacklyn  Young,  Alyssa  Nunes, 
Chandra  Smith,  Aleecia  Blazdell.  Back  Row  L  to  R:  Sydney  Hinton,  Taylor  Blackburn. 
Kelly  Bishop,  Lexys  Magadan,  Kayla  Jackson,  Hannah  Rodriguez,  Brianna  Smith, 
Head  Coach  Grant  Bramer.  Not  Pictured:  Assistant  Coach  Venessa  Taylor,  Tovah 
Rauls,  Tiffany  Wickard.  Sharmaine  Smith,  Kayla  Kovalcik,  Adriana  Blanco,  Christina 
Bacon,  Alyssa  Meincke,  Mikayla  Weyers. 
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With  a  5th  place  out  of  1 5  victory  at  Sectionals,  the  girls’  swim  team’s  season  of  hard  work  paid 
off.  During  their  difficult  workouts,  they  still  managed  to  have  fun  inside  and  outside  of  the  pool.  “The 
whole  team  is  a  tradition.  Everything  we  do  is  about  tradition,”  says  Junior  Captain,  Maggie  Pappas. 
One  of  the  team  bonding  activities  that  everyone  on  the  team  enjoys  is  the  team  dinners,  which  they 
call  “fish  feeds.”  “Someone  new  holds  it  at  their  house  each  time.  It’s  a  really  good  way  to  bond  with 
the  team,"  explains  sophomore  team  member,  Kaitlyn  Young.  Another  tradition  includes  dying  a  strip  of 
their  hair  a  color  that  they  all  choose  during  their  team  spirit  week.  They  also  stop  shaving  their  legs 
from  Homecoming  until  Sectionals. 

Elizabeth  Donner,  Marissa  Lopez,  and  Maggie  Pappas  did  their  parts  as  team  captains  by 
pumping  up  teammates  with  team  cheers  before  competitions.  The  girls  also  take  turns  kissing  a 
stuffed  dolphin  for  good  luck.  Along  with  team  routines,  the  individual  team  members  have  their  own 
personal  routines.  Terraisa  Hanes  gets  in  the  zone  by  listening  to  her  music,  and  focusing  on  her 
events,  while  Maggie  Pappas  jumps  up  and  down  three  times  before  she  dives. 

Though  each  girl  on  the  swim  team  is  different,  they  all  agree  that  team  bonding  activities  have 
helped  them  develop  a  close  relationship.  Traditions,  such  as  bonfires,  have  helped  them  form 
connections  with  one  another  by  sharing  their  pasts,  and  learning  not  to  judge  each  other.  Terraisa 
Hanes,  a  junior,  reflects  on  her  memories  of  team  bonfires,  stating,  “When  we  sit  around,  and  things 
come  out,  we  comfort  each  other,  and  it  creates  a  stronger  bond.” 


The  Girls'  Swim  Team 


Top  Left:  The  girls’  swim 
team  spends  many  hours  a 
week  in  the  pool.  During  fall 
break,  they  take  on  two-a- 
day  practices  to  prepare  for 
the  big  meets  ahead. 


Bottom  Left:  Taking  a 
break  from  swimming, 
Mikayla  Weyers,  Alyssa 
Nunes,  and  Tiffany 
Wickard  show  how  happy 
they  are  to  be  a  team. 
During  the  season,  the 
girls  grew  from  a  team  to 
a  family. 


Top  Right:  Before  the  girls 
dive  in  the  pool,  they  have  to 
clear  their  minds,  and  focus 
on  their  upcoming  events. 
They  are  all  rewarded  when 
the  team  improved  their 
times  and  standings  since 
the  previous  season. 


Bottom  Right:  Juniors 
Courtney  Kernan  and 
Maggie  Pappas  work  hard 
during  the  Rally  at  the  Rock. 
Their  hard  work  during  the 
rally  paid  off  when  the  team 
turned  out  to  be  the  biggest 
it  has  been  in  at  least  a 
decade. 
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Winning  is  a  trend  that  the  Rock  Island  Volleyball  program  is  starting  to  become  very  accustomed  to.  Last  year,  the  Lady 
Rocks  won  the  Regional  Championship  for  the  first  time  in  Rock  Island  High  School  history.  This  year,  they  did  it  again.  That 
makes  two  Regional  Championships  in  the  last  two  years,  a  huge  accomplishment  for  the  growing  program.  "It  feels  great 
being  a  Varsity  player  for  4  years,  a  leader,  and  reaching  our  goals.  We  felt  very  accomplished,”  Senior  Rayven  Morrow  said. 
The  team  reached  their  goal  by  winning  another  Regional  Championship,  and  finishing  28-10,  a  record  number  of  wins  for 
the  program.  Shamell  Mangrum,  a  senior,  said,  "To  win  Regionals  two  times  in  a  row  feels  good.  Usually,  excitement  dies 
over  time,  however,  the  feeling  of  excitement  from  our  team  never  went  away.  We  feel  like  we  made  history,  and  started  a 
legacy  that  still  has  more  exciting  stuff  to  follow.” 

The  historic  team  also  finished  second  in  Conference,  with  an  8-2  record,  which  is  the  highest  the  team  has  ever 
finished.  The  Lady  Rocks  had  four  players  make  the  First  Team  All  Conference  WB6  Team,  with  Katie  Helmers.  Shamell 
Mangrum,  Rayven  Morrow,  and  Jacqueline  Twing  representing  the  Rock.  Morrow  was  also  named  captain  to  the  Quad  City 
Times  All-Metro  Team. 

The  Lady  Rocks  didn’t  just  have  success  in  Conference  and  post  season  play.  They  also  had  a  great  Invitational 
Tournament  record.  They  earned  a  trophy  in  all  four  tournaments  they  played  in.  In  total,  the  three  teams  won  ten  trophies. 
Six  of  those  were  tournament  champion  trophies! 

Outstanding  players  of  the  team  were  recognized  when 
they  made  the  Argus/Dispatch  All-Metro  First  Team. 

Those  players  were  Katie  Helmers,  Shamell  Mangrum, 

Rayven  Morrow,  Jacqueline  Twing,  and  Taryn 
VanEarwage.  The  "Player  of  the  Year”  honor  was 
awarded  to  Jacqueline  Twing,  also.  The  Varsity  wasn't 
the  only  team  that  had  great  success.  The  Sophomore 
Team  went  20-4,  and  the  Freshmen  went  30-2.  As  a 
program,  they  made  history  with  all  three  levels  winning 
at  least  20  matches.  All  three  levels  also  won  a  trophy  in 
every  Invitational  Tournament,  and  swept  every  WB6 
school,  except  Quincy.  “It  feels  great  to  be  a  part  of  a 
team  that  made  history.  I  can  go  to  college,  and  tell 
everyone  what  we  accomplished.  I'm  very  lucky,  and 
thankful  that  I  helped  make  history,”  said  senior  Taylor 
Berger. 


The  Sophomore  Volleyball  Team 

Front  Row  L  to  R:  Hannah  Hart.  Morgan  Twing,  Alyssa  Pool,  Alliyah 
Kowalik,  Kyrstin  Plohr,  Lacresha  Linton.  Back  Row  L  to  R:  Bailey 
VanDerGinst,  Rebecca  Thompson.  Shamia  Clark,  Ashlee  Moore, 
Hannah  Olsen,  Taylor  Derry,  Head  Coach  Ally  Jo  Burkhead. 


Left:  The  Varsity  Team  huddles  together  during  a  home  match.  The  Varsity 
Team  had  a  historic  season,  finishing  with  a  28-10  record,  the  most  varsity 
team  wins  in  the  program's  history. 


The  Varsity  Volleyball  Team 

Front  Row  L  to  R:  Taylor  Berger.  Miranda  Johnson,  Katie  Williams,  Katie  Helmers,  Ellie  Miers, 
Samantha  Kirzeder.  Middle  Row  L  to  R:  Anna  Eirinberg,  Taryn  VanEarwage,  DeJonee 
McCormick,  Jacqueline  Twing,  Lauren  Powell.  Back  Row  L  to  R:  Asst.  Coach  Andrea  Bonner, 
Rayven  Morrow,  Hailey  Feldhahn,  Lindsey  Steger,  Shamell  Mangrum,  Head  Coach  Bill  Churchill. 


Left:  Courtney  Smith  digs  the  ball  during  a 
home  game.  The  Freshman  Team  finished 
the  season  with  a  30-2  record,  the  best 
record  in  school  history. 


The  Freshman  Volleyball  Team 

Front  Row  L  to  R:  Courtney  Smith,  Morgan  Twing,  McKenzie  Zambrano,  Katelyn 
McChesney.  Middle  Row  L  to  R:  Lauren  Simmer,  Lindsey  Kelley.  Rebecca 
Thomson,  Maddy  Perry.  Lindsey  Entsminger.  Back  Row  L  to  R:  Coach  Bill 
Chuchill,  Avery  Hasselroth,  Taylor  Derry,  Lindsey  Steger,  Madison  Dorbeck, 
Assistant  Coach  Andrea  Bonner. 
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Varsity  Team 


Middle:  Senior  Denzel 
McCauley  pump  fakes  the 
defenders,  and  goes  up  for  the 
mid-range  jump  shot. 

Bottom  Left:  Sophomore 
C.J.  Carr  dribbles  the  ball  up 
the  court,  while  calling  out 
the  play  to  run. 


Front  Row  (L  to  R):  Manager 
Lamon  Phillips,  C.J.  Carr,  Trae 
Babers,  Jacobe  Julien,  Trey 
Sigel,  Brian  Richardson,  James 
Jones,  Javonte  Taylor,  Manager 
Thomas  Butler.  Back  Row  (L  to 
R):  Assistant  Coach  Rod 
Leatherman,  Robert  Johnson, 
Breon  Hawthorne,  Shaq  Jalloh, 
Denzel  McCauley,  Marquel 
Beasley,  Raahsaan  Brown, 
Keenan  Shorter,  Head  Coach 
Thom  Sigel. 
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In  last  year's  victory  at  the  Peoria  Civic  Center,  the  Rock  Island  Boys'  Basketball  Team  captured  the  first  boys' 
basketball  state  title  in  QC  history.  This  year,  the  Rocks  knew  their  team  would  be  considerably  different,  after  graduating  9 
seniors.  Despite  the  changes,  the  Rock  Island  Boys'  Basketball  Team  had  bragging  rights  after  being  back-to-back 
Conference  Champs,  and  strived  to  achieve  the  same  goal  this  year.  With  open  spots  in  the  line-up,  C.J.  Carr,  Brian 
Richardson,  and  Trey  Sigel  became  Varsity  contributors,  making  big  time  plays  throughout  the  season.  The  beginning  of  the 
season  started  with  many  underestimations  and  doubts  of  the  Rocks.  Coach  Sigel  recognized  the  struggles  his  team  faced, 
stating,  “This  season  has  been  different  for  everyone.  But,  we  have  kept  working  and  kept  improving."  The  team  was 
presumed  to  end  their  season  at  the  bottom  of  the  Conference,  but  the  hardworking  Rocks  surprised  many  people  when  they 
ended  at  the  top  with  Quincy,  sharing  the  Conference  title.  With  so  many  players  contributing  to  the  offense,  the  boys  have 
overcome  many  obstacles  against  very  skilled  teams.  Finishing  the  year  off  with  a  Conference  record  of  7-3,  the 
inexperienced  Rocks  didn't  seem  so  inexperienced,  and  have  had  plenty  of  help  from  their  leaders. The  team  this  year  will  be 
losing  Denzel  McCauley,  Marquel  Beasley,  and  Shaquille  Jalloh,  the  three  only  players  who  returned  from  the  State 
Championship  team.  These  three  leaders  have  stepped  up,  and  played  huge  roles  on  this  underdog  team,  and  have  made 
the  Rocks  big  time  contenders.  Denzel  McCauley  explains  the  seniors'  role  on  this  team,  stating,  “We  had  to  be  leaders  on 
and  off  the  court,  and  help  the  younger  players  adjust  to  a  Varsity  atmosphere.”  Now,  with  a  three-peat  Conference  title  in 
their  hands,  they  pass  down  a  winning  legacy  to  the  future  leaders,  who  will  be  looking  for  more  success  next  season.  “We're 
going  to  have  to  work  really  hard  because  we're  losing  a  lot  of  height.  But,  the  boys  have  more  experience  now,  and  I  think 

we'll  do  well,”  explained  Coach  Sigel,  as  he  looks  onward  to  next  year. 


Below:  Junior  Brian  Richardson  goes  in  for  the  shot,  while 
being  heavily  guarded  by  a  U.T.H.S.  guard. 


Sophomore  Team 

Front  Row  (L  to  R):  Grant  Myers,  Myles  Drummond,  DayQwon  Jones.  Trey 
Sigel,  R.J.  Trice.  Middle  Row  (L  to  R):  Marcellous  Butler,  DeJour  McQueen, 
Tyler  Hall,  Larry  Dixon,  Travon  Alderidge.  Joseph  Perez.  Back  Row  (L  to  R): 
Head  Coach  Chad  Baker,  Nick  Painter.  Brett  Livingston,  Austin  Simmer, 
Albert  Williams,  Corshaune  McDuffy,  Manager  Jeffrey  Campbell. 


Below:  Junior  point  guard  Trae  Babers  looks  to  set  up  a 
play  during  a  fast  break  transition. 


Freshmen  Team 

Front  Row  (L  to  R):  Manager  Logan  Enstrom,  Prince  Dilworth.  Prince 
Gbeddeh,  Keondre  Hale,  Manager  Spirio  Dixon.  Middle  Row  (L  to  R): 
Preston  Orr,  Kain  Reed.  Linder  Divos,  Isaac  Pena,  Nico  Gay.  Justin  Joway. 
Back  Row  (L  to  R):  Head  Coach  Keith  Beck.  Xavier  Wilson,  Shawnta  Gary, 
John  McNeal,  Assistant  Coach  Chris  Gabany. 
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Varsity  Girls'  Basketball  Squad 
Front  L  to  R:  Kayla  Jacobs.  Alicia  Freiburg.  Middle  L  to  R:  Shala 
Reading,  Lexi  Bragg.  DeAuna  Ivy.  Back  L  to  R:  Danyelle  Dunbar, 
Victoria  Eastman,  Dennicia  Hickman. 


Junior  Varsity  Girls'  Basketball  Squad 
Front  L  to  R:  Katey  Hart,  Carolina  Medina.  Middle  L  to  R:  Taylor 
Neyens,  Adriana  Cruz,  Nicia  Villalpando  Back  L  to  R:  Victoria  Jones, 
Kayla  Neville. 


Above:  The  Junior  Varsity  Girls’  Basketball  Cheerleaders  pose 
together  before  a  game.  They  show  off  their  matching 
uniforms,  poms,  shoes,  and  bows. 


Freshmen  Boys’  Basketball  Squad 
Front  L  to  R:  Shelby  Hodge,  Shauntrice  Gamble.  Middle  L  to  R:  Ariel 
Rodriguez,  Dariyn  Perez,  Cierra  Smith.  Back  L  to  R:  Lindsey  Kelley,  Kiana 
Dugger,  Lauren  Simmer. 
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The  Rock  Island  High  School  Basketball  Cheerleaders  had  a  very  good  year.  Though  they  faced 
many  struggles,  and  fought  through  much  adversity,  they  pulled  through  the  year  with  their  chins  held 
high.  The  cheerleaders  bonded  with  each  other  like  any  athletic  team  does  during  the  season.  They 
became  best  friends,  close  teammates,  and  sisters.  Varsity  Captain  Kristin  Myers  talked  about  the 
squad's  sisterhood  by  saying,  “There  were  a  lot  of  girls  that  I  never  even  talked  to,  but  because  of 
cheerleading,  we  became  really  close.”  The  Girls'  Basketball  Cheerleaders  have  become  very  close, 
too.  Coach  Trisha  said,  “Although  we  were  low  on  numbers  this  year,  the  girls,  who  have  stuck  with  it, 
have  really  worked  hard  to  continue  to  improve,  and  we've  had  a  lot  of  fun  doing  it.”  The  basketball 
cheerleaders  don’t  just  practice  cheers.  They  prepare  for  the  basketball  senior  nights  for  their  big 
dance.  Both  squads  succeeded  with  a  crowd  pleasing  performance. 


Above  Left:  The  squad  stands  together 
during  the  National  Anthem. 
Middle  Left:  The  Varsity  Boys' 
Basketball  Squad  gets  the  crowd 
pumped  up  during  a  home  game. 


Below:  The  Varsity  Boys'  Basketball 
Cheerleaders  show  off  their  talents  in 
the  back  bend  stunt.  In  this  stunt,  senior 
Kristin  Myers  steps  on  Lauren  Plumb's 
stomach,  and  falls  back,  to  be  caught  by 
her  bases. 


Below:  JV  Girls'  Basketball  Cheerleaders 
throw  up  high  V’s,  punches,  and 
diagonals  for  a  group  pose  at  their 
basketball  game. 


Junior  Varsity  Boys’  Basketball 

Front  L  to  R:  Isabella  KongKousonh,  Sidney  Laughlin.  Middle  L  to  R: 
Izzi  Wieland,  Jasmine  Walker,  Abbi  Wieland.  Back  L  to  R:  Lucie  Hontaa, 
Helena  Smiley,  Stasi  Jones. 


Varsity  Boys'  Basketball 

Front  L  to  R:  Aviana  Jones,  Mia  Kavensky,  Ally  Scudder  Middle  L  to  R: 
Lauren  Plumb,  Paris  Roberts,  Ashley  Jacobs,  Dominique  Butler,  Kristin 
Myers.  Back  L  to  R:  Alyssa  Caviola,  Lindsey  Schroeder,  Sarah  Smith, 

Kyrstin  Plohr. 
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The  Rock  Island  High  School  Bowling  Team  is  not  just  a  team,  but  a  family.  With  up  and  coming 
freshmen  and  many  new  members  this  year,  they  had  to  adjust  to  the  new  girls,  but  did  so  with  great  success. 
“Everyone  had  a  lot  of  fun.  We  developed  family  qualities  and  inside  jokes,”  Selicia  Applegate  shares.  After 
losing  valuable  seniors  from  last  year,  the  team’s  remaining  players  stepped  up  in  many  ways.  Senior  captain 
AN  Hawotte  explains,  “We  just  evolved  as  our  team  adapted  to  the  people  around  us.”  They  even  developed 
traditions,  like  at  every  match  or  tournament,  their  coach  wears  yellow  Nikes. 

The  girls  worked  hard  all  season  to  improve  their  game.  For  AN  Hawotte,  it's  “practice,  practice,  and  listen 
to  what  the  coaches  are  saying  more,  and  practice.”  For  Selicia  Applegate,  it's  knowing  what  you  struggle  with 
and  adapting  to  the  different  bowling  alleys.  For  Aubree  Hooks,  the  junior  captain,  it's  all  about  scoring  high  on 
her  series  and  games.  Hooks  also  recognized  how  remarkable  the  teamwork  and  relationships  are  between 
the  girls.  With  a  group  that  is  constantly  striving  for  success,  as  well  as  working  for  close  team  bonds,  the 

team  is  sure  to  continue  their  winning  ways  next  season. 


Above:  Coach  Braet  prepares  his 
team  for  their  competition  with  a 
pep  talk.  “His  pep  talks  make  us 
charged  up,  and  ready  to  bowl 
300s,”  Selicia  Applegate 
shares. 

Above  Right:  The  team  stands 
together  during  the  National 
Anthem  before  they  compete. 
Right:  Lindsey  Entsminger  bowls 
a  good  game  to  help  out  her 
team.  Lindsey  was  chosen  as 
MVP  and  won  “Most  Inspirational 
Player  of  the  Season”  along  with 
Selicia  Applegate. 


Below  Right:  The  team  gets  ready  for  a  meet  with 
a  pep  talk  and  a  cheer. 

Below:  Junior  Emily  Eckert  tries  for  a  strike  to  help 
out  her  team. 


Above:  Selicia  Applegate  works  to  better 
her  average  during  a  meet. 


Front  Row  L  to  R:  Jordan  Sholl,  Felicia  Contreras,  Rhea  Vesey, 
Jarramie  Dodd,  Emily  Eckert. 

Middle  Row  L  to  R:  Breayona  Reed,  Harley  Norrie,  Assia  Filali, 
Aubree  Hooks,  Randie  Lawson,  Ali  Hawotte.  Back  Row  L  to  R:  Head 
Coach  Jim  Braet,  Lindsey  Entsminger,  Krika  Atwater,  Selicia 
Applegate,  Abby  Williams. 
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Breaking 

Records 

[ONE  TEAM,  ONE  M/MON} 

This  was  the  Boys'  Swimming  Team's  motto 
for  the  entire  2011-2012  swim  season.  Their 
one  mission  was  to  win  Sectionals.  Not  only 
did  they  succeed  in  this  mission,  but  under  the 
leadership  of  Head  Coach  Grant  Bramer  and 
team  captains  Charles  Holliday  and  Devin 
Radloff,  the  boys  succeeded  in  breaking 
school  records,  pool  records,  placing  second 
in  Conference,  and  landing  the  title  of 
Sectional  Champions. 

The  entire  team  was  rejuvenated  with  a  new 
host  of  swimmers  and  a  new  head  coach.  It 
kicked  the  boys  into  high  gear  to  win 
Sectionals  for  the  first  time  in  twenty  one 
years.  After  the  team  swam  in  the  Freeport 
and  Burlington  Invitationals,  they  “really  got  a 
feel  of  how  strong  they  were,”  Coach  Bramer 
commented.  He  goes  on  to  say  that,  “It  would 
be  easy  to  argue  that  every  one  of  my 
swimmers  could  get  most  improved  this 
season. ...  I  just  think  the  program  needed  a 
jump  start.” 

With  an  all-star  cast  of  swimmers  being  led  by 
seniors,  Devin  and  Charles,  the  boys  had  an 
incredible  season.  After  struggling  through 
coaching  changes  for  a  few  years,  Coach 
Bramer  has  great  expectations  for  the  future 
of  Rocky's  swimming  program,  stating,  “This 

season  is  just  getting  things  started.” 


Charles  stands  with  his  teammates, 
quietly  watching  the  the  team  finish 
their  laps.  He  focuses  before  it’s  his 
turn  to  swim. 


Marcelious  yells  for  his  team,  and 
pushes  them  hard  to  succeed.  He  gets 
them  pumped  up  as  they  are 
swimming  laps. 
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The  2011-12 


Swim  Team 

Front  Row  L  to  R:  Michael 
Beyne,  Anthony  Andrews, 
Ruben  Garcia,  Nick  Ponsetto, 
Nick  Schrock,  Taylor 
Anderson,  Andrew  Eacker, 
Mitchell  Hodge,  Steven 
Gustaf.  Middle  L  to  R:  Head 
Coach  Grant  Bramer, 
Graham  Woods,  Justin 
Lobley,  Brandon  Randolph, 
Courtlynd  Hinson,  Steven 
Nowinski,  Jordan  Mewes, 
Donte  Nesbitt,  Spirio  Dixon, 
Assistant  Coach  Venessa 
Taylor.  Back  L  to  R: 
Marcelious  Wyatt,  Devin 
Radloff,  Daniel  Rodriguez, 
Charles  Holliday,  Josh 
Fleming,  Rorry  O'Houlahan, 
George  Pappas,  Jacob  Sigler, 
Jamal  Morrow 


Coach  Bramer  says,  “My  outlook  was  to  win.” 
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Front  Row:  Kyle  Kerres.  Darius  Henderson,  Ignace 
Hakizimana.  Back  Row:  Head  Coach  Joel  Stockwell, 
Nick  Granell,  Lucas  Rusk,  Trae  Nichols,  Coach  Kris 

Davis 


Above:  Senior  Kyle  Kerres  quickly  wins  his  match 
against  U.T.  He  beat  his  opponent  with  a  pin  in  48 

seconds. 

Right:  Ignace  Hakizimana,  a  senior,  gets  a  take-down 
in  his  final  home  meet.  He  was  ranked  fifth  in  the  State 
at  120  pounds  in  the  2012  season. 


96 


mil  mtk 

The  201 1-12  Rock  Island  Wrestling  season  was  full  of  obstacles.  The  team  faced  sickness,  injuries,  and  very  few  home  team 
advantages.  Having  only  two  home  meets,  the  Rocks  still  managed  to  pull  out  a  20-1  record.  “I’m  sad  because  I  don't  get  to  compete 
in  my  own  gym,  and  it's  just  nicer  to  wrestle  at  home,”  says  senior  Lucas  Rusk,  ranked  6th  in  the  state. 

Yet  another  challenge  the  team  encountered  was  the  sickness  of  nationally  ranked  B.J.  McGhee,  who  recently  overcame 
pneumonia.  Shortly  before  the  season,  B.J.  was  hospitalized  with  the  severe  sickness.  He  recalls  that  his  recovery  was,  “hard  but 
quick.  I  really  thought  it  would  ruin  my  season.”  He  returned  in  almost  full  heath,  and  in  his  junior  season,  went  35-0,  is  ranked  second 
in  the  state,  1 3th  in  the  nation,  and  wrapped  up  his  1 00th  career  win  right  before  the  post-season. 

Although  other  teammates  didn't  face  such  harsh  obstacles,  there  were  a  few  season  threatening  injuries.  Senior  Darius 
Henderson  suffered  a  torn  meniscus  about  halfway  through  his  final  season  as  a  Rock.  After  sitting  out  of  numerous  matches, 
Henderson  still  maintained  a  10-1  record,  ranked  5th  in  the  state,  and  returned  just  in  time  for  Senior  Night  and  the  post  season. 
Another  senior,  Kyle  Kerres  had  a  recurring  knee  injury,  forcing  him  to  miss  one  tournament  this  season,  as  well  as  a  few  last  year. 
Although  it  was  a  nagging  pain,  Kyle  continued  to  wrestle  through  it,  and  kept  a  28-3  record,  and  was  ranked  4th  in  state. 

The  Rocks  continued  to  win,  and  they  achieved  a  program  record  of  a  20  win  season,  and  back  to  back  Conference  titles.  They 
also  won  Regionals  and  went  on  to  team  Sectionals.  This  is  something  all  the  wrestlers  worked  hard  for,  which  paid  off  when  they  had 
a  record  winning  season.  The  Rocks  held  their  position  as  9th  in  the  state.  Despite  all  of  the  obstacles,  the  team  proved  to  be  resilient, 
and  ended  with  a  very  successful  record  and  overall  season.  Head  Coach  Joel  Stockwell  adds,  “We  faced  the  adversity,  and  everyone 
rose  up  to  play  their  part.  Each  wrestler  had  a  job  to  do,  and  they  all  did  it  to  ensure  victory.” 


Left:  Senior  Trae  Nichols  battles  his  opponent  in  a 
home  meet.  He  went  on  to  win  the  match,  and  was 
later  injured  for  a  portion  of  the  post  season. 


Above:  Lucas  Rusk  brings  down  his  opponent  on 
Senior  Night.  He  says,  “I  worked  as  hard  as  I  could 
because  I  knew  it  was  my  last  year."  Lucas  ended  the 
season  with  a  25-10  record. 

Left:  Darius  Henderson  describes  his  last  season  as 
“heartbreaking  because  it’s  my  senior  year"  and 
because  he  endured  a  season  shortening  injury. 
Darius  finished  very  strong  after  his  time  away  from 
the  mat. 


Left:  Junior  Barlow  McGhee  dominates  his  opponent 
at  a  home  meet.  B.J.  had  a  very  strong  season,  as  he 
was  undefeated,  and  was  ranked  highly  at  both  the 
state  and  national  levels. 
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Freshman  Team: 

Front  Row  (L  to  R):  Cynthia  Myers,  Shawndrea  Young,  Khaliyah  Randle, 
Morgan  Twing.  Middle  Row  (L  to  R):  Jazmiah  Quinn,  Angel  Parker,  Shytaria 
McDuffy.  Alayna  Owens,  Precious  Davis.  Back  Row  (L  to  R):  Head  Coach 
Jarrod  Parker,  Timesha  Miles,  Mercedes  Jackson,  Coach  Julie  VanErstvelde. 


Sophomore  Team: 

Front  Row  (L  to  R):  Precious  Davis,  Jacklyn  Young,  Carlee  Hoover,  Jane  Gray, 
Adrianna  Morgan.  Middle  Row  (L  to  R):  Manager  Kaitlyn  Young,  Angel  Parker, 
Destiney  Hearn,  Morgan  Twing,  Mystique  Thompson,  Jazmiah  Quinn.  Back 
Row  (L  to  R):  Head  Coach  Matt  Hoeppner,  Khaliyah  Randle,  Mercedes 
Jackson,  Stephanie  Rosas,  Shamia  Clark,  Shytaria  McDuffy,  Assistant  Coach 

Janice  Watts. 


Above:  Sarita  Goldsmith  makes  a  powerful 
defensive  statement  as  she  blocks  a  UTHS 

opponent. 

Right:  AmUnique  Washington  races  to  the  basket 

to  score  a  layup. 
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We  are 


#• 


CHAMPIONS 


During  the  2011-2012  season,  the  Lady  Rocks 
achieved  something  that  Rocky  girls'  basketball 
has  not  done  in  some  years,  win  a  Conference 
Championship.  Rock  Island  senior,  Shamell 
Mangrum  said.  “This  season  was  fun.  Everyone 
got  along  and  played  hard.  We  have  a  good  team 
with  a  lot  of  talent." 

This  year,  the  Lady  Rocks  took  no  prisoners. 

The  team  was  confident,  focused,  and 
competitive.  This  was  a  very  interesting  season 
for  the  Lady  Rocks.  Small  forward.  Rayven 
Morrow  said.  “Proving  everyone  wrong  about  how 
Rock  Island  is  good.  It  feels  good  to  be  the 
opposite  of  those  doubting  opinions."  After  starting 
off  the  season  with  a  ten  game  winning  streak, 
including  three  key  Conference  victories.  Rayven 
was  more  than  right  about  proving  doubters 
wrong. 

The  Lady  Rocks  defied  expectations  with 
their  tie  for  the  Conference  Championship.  They 
shared  the  title  with  United  Township.  The  Rocks 
went  7-3,  and  secured  the  title  by  beating  Moline 
and  Quincy  in  their  last  two  Conference  games. 
Unfortunately,  the  Rocks'  season  ended  earlier 
than  expected.  In  the  first  round  of  the  Regional. 
Dunlap  pulled  an  upset  on  the  Lady  Rocks  with  a 
last  second  shot  in  overtime.  Despite  the  Regional 
loss,  they  still  had  an  amazing  season  with  a 
record  of  21  -8. 


The  team  chemistry  was  a  big  key  in  the 
success  of  the  Lady  Rocks.  “We've  been  playing 
with  each  other  since  6th  grade,  and  we  all  know 
what  one  another  is  capable  of.  We  just  feed  off 
of  each  other,"  team  captain  Sarita  Goldsmith 
stated. 

Not  only  did  the  team  spend  a  lot  of  time 
playing  basketball  together,  but  they  also  hung 
out  with  one  another,  participated  in  traditional 
school  activities,  and  enjoyed  their  team  dinners. 
With  the  team  interacting  so  well,  it  was  a  sure 
thing  that  this  season  would  be  memorable  and 
hard  to  see  end.  Senior  AmUnique  Washington 
said.  “The  thing  I  will  miss  the  most  is  the 
coaches  and  the  players  I  will  be  leaving  behind, 
as  well  as  all  of  the  memories  we  have  made 
throughout  the  years  we  have  been  together." 

Shamell  Mangrum  added.  “I'm  going  to  miss 
team  dinners  because  that's  where  we  get  to 
bond.  Also,  that  feeling  you  get  before  you  run 
out  on  the  court  on  a  Conference  game  day.  It’s 
just  fun  and  memorable  moments." 


Above  Left:  The  Lady  Rocks  compete  against 
the  Lady  Panthers  in  an  away  game.  Shavonne 
Brewer  pulls  up  for  a  jump  shot. 

Above:  Coach  Hoover  explains  the  team 
strategy  to  his  Lady  Rocks  during  a 
timeout  at  the  Knoxville  Tournament.  This 
is  Hoover’s  fourth  year  as  a  head  coach. 


Varsity  Team: 

Front  Row  L  to  R:  Cairece  Allen,  Harmonee  Trice,  Shamell  Mangrum,  Jacqueline  Twing, 
AmUnique  Washington.  Middle  Row  L  to  R:  Manager  LaRissa  Windisch,  Olivia  Brooks.  Katie 
Thompson.  Carlee  Hoover,  Shavonne  Brewer.  Raquel  Garcia 
Back  Row  L  to  R:  Coach  Hoover.  Rayven  Morrow.  Shamia  Clark,  Sarita  Goldsmith,  Coach  Hall. 
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Right:  Senior  Rayven  Morrow  goes  up  strong  for  a 
rebound  against  the  UT  Panthers. 

Below:  Senior  Shamell  Mangrum  hopes  to  start  the 
game  right  as  she  goes  up  hard  for  the  tip. 


Above  Middle:  The  Lady  Rocks  Varsity  Team  bond 
before  every  Conference  game  at  a  team  dinner. 

Above:  Senior  Katie  Thompson  focuses  on  the 
game  during  the  Knoxville  Tournament. 


Above:  Senior  Raquel  Garcia  goes  head  to  head  with 
a  UT  defender  at  an  away  game. 
Above  Left:  The  Lady  Rocks  face  the  UT  Panthers. 
Junior  Cairece  Allen  drives  off  her  defender. 
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Despite  all  of  the  challenges  the  Boys'  Tennis 
Team  faced  this  year,  their  hard  work  still  made  the 
season  very  enjoyable.  “The  team,  as  a  whole,  did 
very  well,  considering  much  of  the  team  was  new  to 
the  game.  Within  weeks,  it  seemed  like  they  were 
transformed  into  winning  machines!”  explained  Jeff 
Sloan. 


One  of  the  challenges  the  team  faced  was 
when  Sectionals  were  only  seven  days  away, 
two  of  the  top  players,  Jeff  Sloan  and  Jinesh 
Shah,  had  weddings  to  attend  with  their 
families.  Although  this  was  a  major  loss,  this 
moved  Ryan  Newman  to  the  number  one  spot, 
and  gave  A.J.  Clay  and  Lindsey  Sutter  a 
chance  to  go  to  State.  At  Conference,  Jinesh 
Shah  and  Ryan  Newman  were  doubles 
partners,  and  they  won  their  first  round  against 
Galesburg.  “Towards  the  end  of  the  season,  we 
were  winning  sets  and  matches  left  and  right,” 
stated  Ryan  Newman.  The  team  is  prepared  for 
what  is  to  come  during  the  next  season,  and 
they  are  ready  to  overcome  any  challenges  that 
come  their  way. 


Back  Row:  Coach  McCracken,  Kevin  Hunter,  Ben  Payne, 
Erik  Whitcomb 

Middle  Row:  Jeff  Sloan,  Jordan  Gosa,  Jared  Perkins,  Lindsey 
Sutter,  Atticus  Garrison,  and  Ryan  Newman 
Front  Row:  D'Anthony  Logan,  Wesley  Foster,  Quinton 
Wilson,  Jinesh  Shah,  Miguel  Rodriguez 


Above:  Wesley  Foster  stretches  out  for  a  ball  during  a  meet. 

Foster  served  as  one  of  the  team  captains. 

Top  Left:  Senior  Jeff  Sloan  powers  the  ball  over  the  net.  “Something 
interesting  always  happens  on  the  court,"  explained  Jeff  Sloan. 

Top  Right:  Ryan  Newman  hits  a  shot  towards  his  opponent.  "I'm  looking 
forward  to  next  season,"  explained  Newman. 
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We  are  Saying  Goodbye 

As  Coach  Campbell's  last  year  wrapped  up,  the  feeling  was  bittersweet.  With  a  record  of  8-28,  the  Boys' 

Varsity  Baseball  Team  made  it  to  the  Regional  Championship.  Coach  Campbell  explained  that,  as  it  was  his  last 
season  coaching,  he  “wished  we  could’ve  won  the  Regional  Championship  to  justify  how  hard  the  players 
worked  all  year.”  Despite  the  team's  record,  Coach  Campbell  always  kept  a  positive  attitude,  trying  to  motivate 
his  players.  Senior,  Kyle  Carstens  commented  that,  “Coach  Campbell  was  always  a  great  coach,  and  made  the 
season  really  fun.”  Campbell  frequently  used  the  phrase,  “Go  to  the  next  pitch,”  because  you  can't  go  back  to  the 
last  pitch.  “I  wanted  to  make  sure  they  understood  that  baseball,  and  sports  in  general,  should  be  fun  and  played 
to  the  last  pitch,”  Campbell  explained.  Campbell  made  the  decision  to  stop  coaching  so  he  could  spend  more 
time  with  his  family,  and  be  with  his  kids  as  they  grow  up.  Despite  looking  forward  to  the  increased  family  time, 
Campbell  realizes  how  much  he  will  miss  coaching.  “It  bothers  me  because  of  the  special  relationship  I  had  with 
the  players  and  staff,”  he  stated.  Coach  Campbell  is  optimistic,  offering  advice  to  the  coach  for  next  season, 
simply  stating,  “Have  fun,  and  be  yourself.”  Even  though  Campbell's  time  as  Rocky's  head  baseball  coach  is 
over,  the  impact  he  has  had  on  the  program  and  players  is  not. 


Back:  Coach  Andy  Campbell,  Nick  Lincoln,  Coach  Jason  Veto.  Sean  O'Shea,  Coach  Chris  Allison 
Middle:  Jonathan  Elliot,  Kyle  Carstens,  Reece  Argo,  Nate  Gray.  Devin  Goebel.  Mason  Overmire 
Front:  Anthony  Campbell,  Jake  Scudder,  Zach  Chapman,  Cameron  Ruiz,  Austin  Chandler,  Devon  Jones 


We  are 

SvPERSTITicu, 


If  I  played  a  yood  game,  I  would 
never  re  tie  my  shoes,  just  slip 
them  on.  Coach  put  a  banana 
sticker  on  my  helmet,  and  I  went  3 
3.  so  I  kept  it  on  for  the  rest  of  the 
season.* 

Austin  Chandler 
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Left:  Jake  Scudder  throws  the  ball  back  to  the 
pitcher. 

Bottom  Left:  Reece  Argo  pitches  the  ball  in  to 
catcher,  Jake  Scudder. 

Bottom  Right:  Kyle  Carstens  makes  a  stop 
during  a  home  game. 


Before  every  away  yame.  we 
would  all  play  cards  until  the  last 
15.  and  then  we  would  yet  our  stuff 
on  and  be  focused.  I  loved  hanyiny 
with  all  of  the  yuys.  and  of  course, 
knocking  out  Galesbury  in 
Reyionals  ." 

Kyle  Carstens 


1  would  always  listen  to  the  same 
song  before  every  yame.  twice.  We 
were  always  hanginy  at  Kyle's 
house  every  triday  night  and 
playing  spades  on  the  bus.  too." 

Jake  Scudder 


Members  of  the 
Varsity  Team  share 
their  pre-game  and 
season  rituals 
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We  are 

Taking  Strides 

on  the  Field. 

"This  season  we  did  a  lot  more  than  what  people  thought  we  could  do,"  said  sophomore  goalkeeper,  Maggie  Williams.  Starting 
with  a  win  against  Alleman,  after  consistent  falls  to  the  Pioneers  over  the  span  of  three  years,  and  crushing  the  rivals,  3-0, 
Rocky's  girls  went  into  the  UT  game  with  great  momentum.  Having  suffered  a  7-1  loss  the  year  before,  Rocky  was  not  going 
down  without  a  fight. 

“In  some  ways,  it  was  our  best  played  game  of  the  season,"  stated  Head  Coach  Conan  Dalton.  UT,  one  of  the  best  programs  in 
the  Conference,  was  nearly  shut  down  by  Rocky’s  defense.  The  team  saw  many  positives  come  out  of  the  game,  despite  the 
loss.  With  30  shots  on  goal,  goalie  Maggie  Williams  and  senior  captain,  Sara  Allen,  the  defenses’  dynamic  duo.  put  up  their  best 
game  against  the  high-powered  Panther  offense,  with  28  saves  and  many  stops  in  the  midfield.  These  small  victories  brought  the 
team  confidence  as  the  season  went  on. 

This  year,  for  the  Rocky  girls’  soccer  team,  what  happened  on  the  field  was  just  as  important  as  what  happened  off  of  the  field. 
"This  is  the  closest  team  I’ve  been  a  part  of  since  I’ve  been  here,"  said  junior  captain,  Katie  Helmers.  The  fun  the  team  had  on  the 
field  resulted  in  off  the  field  get  togethers,  including  a  weekend  overnight  trip  to  Chicago  for  a  tournament.  The  trip  included 
soccer,  shopping,  laughing,  eating,  and  more  soccer.  “We  were  able  to  spend  time  together,  and  grow  as  a  team.  The  trip  was  so 
much  fun,  but  also  demanding,  because  we  were  playing  all  of  these  great  teams  we  hadn’t  played  before.  We  also  developed  a 
greater  respect  for  our  coaches,  and  realized  what  they  do  for  us,  and  all  they  want  is  for  us  to  succeed,"  explained  senior 
captain,  Mackenzie  Heriford.  These  realizations  might  explain  why  late  in  the  season.  Rocky  was  pulling  out  some  big  moves, 
“upsetting"  Orion-Sherrard  (13-3)  with  a  4-1  victory,  by  dominating  in  the  center  of  the  field.  “Our  midfield  was  in  control  of  that 
game.  It  seemed  like  the  game  was  just  going  our  way,"  said  Katie  Helmers. 

The  game  furthered  an  already  well-established  rivalry  between  the  two  teams.  “There  was  some  bad  blood,  you  could  say, 
after  that  game  with  Orion.  There  were  lots  of  bad  calls  and  rough  play.  Usually  you  get  over  it,  except  we  had  to  play  them  two 
weeks  later,"  said  sweeper,  Sara  Allen.  The  Rocks  were  excited  at  the  chance  to  put  away  Orion-Sherrard,  again,  but  there  was  a 
lot  of  added  pressure  since  the  game  was  a  post-season  Regional  match,  rather  than  a  regular  season  game. 

The  game  lived  up  to  its  hype,  and  many  girls  considered  it  the  “highlight  of  the  season.”  The  first  half  was  scoreless.  It 
seemed  like  Orion  had  controlled  the  first  half,  however,  the  Rocky  girls  were  determined  to  win  in  the  second  half.  “We  had  been 
working  towards  this  all  season,  the  first  Regional  win  in  eight  years.  We  just  knew  we  wanted  it  more,”  said  four-time  leading 
goal  scorer.  Ariana  Jakobsen.  Her  shining  moment  came  with  ten  minutes  left  in  the  game,  with  a  free  kick  right  outside  of  the 
box.  “Something  inside  me  knew  she  was  going  to  put  this  one  in.  I  don’t  know  what,  but  I  just  knew,  so  everyone  else’s  reactions 
just  seemed  delayed  since  I  was  already  celebrating  inside,"  said  Maggie  Williams.  Ariana  struck  the  ball  perfectly,  bending  the 
ball  back  into  the  upper  90  of  the  opposite  post.  Rocky  fans  went  nuts  as  the  ball  rippled  into  the  net.  “I’m  not  sure  I’ve  seen  a 
nicer  shot  than  that,"  stated  Coach  Dalton. 

Rocky  seemed  to  be  on  their  way  to  victory,  as  all  they  needed  to  do  was  hold  the  lead.  However,  with  3  minutes  left,  a 
marking  back  for  the  Rocks  accidentally  stepped  in  an  Orion  player’s  run,  causing  a  collision,  and  a  foul  by  Rocky  in  the  penalty 
box.  Orion  was  awarded  with  a  PK.  “I  was  in  denial.  Even  when  Sara  (Allen)  came  up  to  me,  I  had  to  ask  her,  while  she  was 
pumping  me  up,  ’Is  it  a  PK?’  She  nodded,"  explained  Williams.  With  the  pressure  on,  Williams  stepped  up,  and  blocked  the  shot. 
Williams  had  never  accomplished  this  feat  in  an  actual  game,  but  chose  the  right  moment  to  do  so,  reading  the  shooter’s 
approach  perfectly.  Williams  dove,  and  punched  the  ball  out  of  the  box.  The  rest  of  the  game  would  seem  like  the  longest  2 
minutes  of  the  soccer  team’s  season.  For  the  first  time  in  eight  years,  Rocky  was  heading  to  the  Regional  Championship.  Despite 
the  team’s  loss  in  the  finals,  the  team's  strides  for  success  continue  to  prove  people  wrong,  even  the  team  members,  themselves. 


Above:  The  Varsity  Team  starters  stand  together  for  the  National 

Anthem  before  their  game. 
Above  Left:  Varsity  goalie,  Maggie  Williams  blocks  a  shot  during  a 
home  game.  Williams  has  been  the  starting  keeper  since  her 

freshman  year. 
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The  2011  Varsity  Team 

Front  Row-  Edgar  Brown,  Conan  Dalton,  Gabe  Locke,  Paris  Roberts.  Ariana  Jakobsen,  Sarah 
Miers,  Courtney  Kipp  Fulton,  Alyssa  Snook.  Middle  Row-  Mia  Kavensky,  Abby  Wilson,  Katie 
Helmers,  Victoria  Fuller,  Whitney  Hoover.  Miranda  Johnson,  Estefanie  Ramirez,  Jessica 
Ochsner,  Kaitlyn  Young.  Bottom  Row-  Emily  Sharp,  Kristine  Francis,  Mackenzie  Heriford. 
Ellen  Moller,  Maggie  Williams,  Sara  Allen,  Isabel  Vallejo,  Alexis  Groothaert 


Left:  Kaitlyn  Young  was  an 
offensive  and  defensive  threat 
for  the  JV  Team.  She  worked  her 
way  to  the  Varsity  Team  during 
her  first  season. 


Left:  Estefanie  Ramirez  works  the  ball 
past  the  UTHS  defense.  Ramirez 
battled  an  injury  throughout  the 
season. 
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Below  Left:  Derrik  Ellis  competes  in  the  long  jump  event. 
Below  Right:  Lucas  Rusk  represents  Rocky  in  the  pole  vault  event.  Lucas  has 
competed  in  the  pole  vault  for  three  years  for  Rock  Island. 


Above  Left:  Lamon  Phillips  earns  points  in  the  high 
jump  event  for  the  Rocks. 


Above  Right:  Trae  Nichols  competes  in  the  discus 
event.  Trae  was  was  a  key  part  of  the  team  in  the 

throwing  events. 


Right:  The  201 1  Rock  Island  Boys  Track  Team  that 

placed  8th  in  State. 


Competing  at  a  high  level  is  part  of  Rock  Island 
Track  tradition.  This  year  was  another  good  year.  Team 
leaders  Thurgood  Brooks,  Chris  Glover,  and  Derrick 
Ellis  focused  on  tradition.  The  team  finished  second  in 
Conference,  first  in  the  Sectional,  and  eighth  place  as  a 
team  at  State.  Arius  Montjoy,  Breshawn  Hawthorne, 
and  freshman,  DayQwon  Jones  were  the  other  key 
qualifiers. 

Brandon  Richardson,  a  freshman,  was  the  lead 
off  leg  in  the  4X100  record  setting  relay,  along  with 
Thurgood  Brooks,  Chris  Glover,  and  Derrick  Ellis.  This 
amazing  relay  team  took  first  at  State  in  their 
competition,  helping  lead  the  entire  team  to  an  eighth 
overall  finish. 

“I  think  we  did  well  by  taking  eighth  at  State  with 
only  seven  qualifiers,”  stated  Derrick  Ellis.  Being  a 
State  competitor  is  a  tradition  that  the  Rocks  hope  to 
continue  for  years  to  come. 


Left:  DayQwon  Jones  competes  in  the  4  x  100  for  the  Rocks. 


Left:  Arius  Montjoy  competed 
in  the  high  hurdles  at  a  home 
meet.  Arius  was  the  team’s  top 
point  earner  for  the  201 1  State 
Team. 


Above:  Travonte  Williams 
competes  for  the  Rocks  in 
the  hurdles.  Travonte  was 
the  team's  5th  leading  point 
earner  during  the  201 1 
season. 
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Above:  Mystique  Thompson  runs  the  4x100  at  a  home  meet. 
Thompson  earned  State  medals  by  getting  8th  in  the  100m 
Dash,  5th  in  the  200m  Dash,  and  5th  in  the  4x100. 


Above  Left:  Teammates  Jalea  Jackson,  Mystique  Thompson,  and  Lacreasha 
Linton  compete  in  the  Conference  Meet.  The  team  won  Conference  and 
Sectionals,  and  progressed  onto  the  State  Meet,  where  they  finished  in  12th 

Place. 


Above  Right:  Trinesha  Gray  competes  in  the  long  jump  for  Rocky. 
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...AVe  are. 

l/llinners! 


Rock  Island  High  School's  Girls'  Track  Team  had  a 
very  successful  season.  They  were  undefeated  through 
Sectionals.  Because  of  Rocky's  tradition  for  winning, 
people  believe  they  win  without  struggle,  when  in  reality, 
they  have  to  work  hard,  just  like  every  other  school  does 
to  bring  their  team  to  victory. 

This  year,  the  Girls'  Track  Team  beat  87  different 
teams,  but  the  highlight  of  the  season  was  that  78  of 
those  teams  were  from  3A,  a  class  larger  than  Rocky. 
This  season,  they  had  many  strong  runners  on  the  team. 
The  team  had  many  All  State  runners,  including  Troy 
Jackson,  Mystique  Thompson,  Telis  Garcia,  Dionna 
Reed,  LaCresha  Linton,  Joanna  Cone,  Celeste  Arteaga, 
Jessica  Bacon,  Kirsten  Tauke,  Olivia  Brooks,  and 
Ebonie  Johnson.  Those  girls  were  supported  by  an 
equally  strong  group  of  jumpers  and  throwers  including 
Trineisha  Gray,  Kiah  Clements,  Brieanna  Barnes, 
Chelsey  Temple,  Shamell  Mangrum,  Rayven  Morrow, 
and  Brianna  Smith. 

The  girls  were  excited  over  their  winning 
streak.  “I  felt  unstoppable.  It  gave  us  a 
kind  of  confidence  that  helped  us  through 
every  meet,”  Kira  Clements  proudly 
explained. 

Every  year,  winning  is  an 
accomplishment  for  the  girls.  They 
always  strive  to  achieve,  no  matter  what. 
However,  at  the  beginning  of  each  year, 
the  expectations  are  set  higher,  in  order 
for  the  girls  to  improve  as  a  team.  The 
girls'  goals,  as  a  team,  are  never  the 
same  each  year,  but  one  thing  that  will 
remain  the  same  is  the  ambition  within 
the  girls  to  win,  and  do  the  best  that  they 
can  individually,  and  as  a  whole. 


W-WU.T* 
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Top:  Kira  Clements,  Ashley  Jensen  Anderson,  and  Dionna  Reed  competed  in 
the  100  Meter  Hurdles  at  a  home  meet. 

Middle:  Shamell  Mangrum  competed  in  the  throwing  events  for  Rocky. 

Above  Left:  Brieanna  Barnes  competed  in  the  pole  vault. 

Above  Right:  Jalea  Jackson  competed  in  the  4x100  and  was  a  State  Qualifier. 
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Not  only  did  Rocky's  Softball  Team  do  well  in  their 
regular  season,  ending  with  a  record  of  20-12,  and  in 
Conference,  with  a  record  of  7-3,  but  the  team  and 
older  girls  also  helped  prepare  the  younger  athletes 
for  their  varsity  days.  “The  girls  did  an  amazing  job, 
placing  second  in  the  Western  Big  6,  even  though  our 
post  season  was  very  short,”  explained  Coach  Ebner. 
The  girls  lost  to  Geneseo  in  Regionals.  The  biggest 
accomplishment  for  the  team  was  how  well  they 
played  against  Moline  in  the  Conference.  During  the 
game,  all  of  the  girls  worked  hard,  but  Coach  Ebner 
acknowledged  Brooke  Williams  for  being  a  great 
example  of  leadership  and  always  keeping  a  positive 


ffllarreal, 'Samantha  Kffzeder.  Back  F 
Carterton,  Hailey  Felphahn,  Ashtyn  t 
Boyd,  Taylor  Walkir,  Coach  Buck. 
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attitude. 

Despite  their  loss  in  Regionals,  the  girls  grew  a  lot  as 
a  team.  “As  the  girls  came  together,  and  as  we  got 
closer  to  becoming  a  family,  we  all  got  better  on  the 
field,"  states  Varsity  player  Sam  Cram.  Overall,  the 
girls  developed  a  great  camaraderie,  and  left  with  a 
good  season  behind  them. 


Freshmen  Varsify  Starters 

As  if  being  a  freshman  in  high  school  isn't  hard  enough,  imagine  being 
chosen  to  start  on  the  Varsity  Softball  Team  while  being  so  young.  Hailey 
Feldhahn,  Jasmine  Ragusi,  and  De’Aysha  Walker  were  three  freshmen 
students  chosen  to  play  on  the  201 1  Varsity  Softball  Team.  Hailey  played  as 
a  3rd  baseman,  Jasmine  played  as  a  catcher,  and  De'Aysha  played  outfield. 
The  three  played  very  well,  and  their  statistics  show  how  good  they  truly  are. 
Hailey  had  a  batting  average  of  .402.  Jasmine  had  a  batting  average  of  .344, 
and  De’Aysha  had  a  batting  average  of  .349.  All  the  girls  did  an  outstanding 
job,  according  to  their  teammates,  especially  for  being  freshmen  and  starting 
on  the  team.  At  first,  all  three  girls  admitted  to  being  nervous,  and  weren't 
sure  if  the  older  girls  would  be  very  accepting.  Hailey  Feldhahn  says,  “I  had  to 
earn  my  spot  on  the  team."  As  the  season  started,  all  of  the  team  was  very 
accepting  of  the  girls,  and  pushed  them  to  be  their  very  best.  Their 
teammates  always  cheered  them  on,  even  when  they  made  mistakes.  All  of 
the  girls  did  an  outstanding  job  during  their  season. 


Top  Right:  Ashlyn  Hornback  works  to 
strike  out  her  opponent  during  a  game. 
Top  Left:The  girls  cheer  when  they  score 

another  run. 

Above:  Kylee  Villarreal  makes  the  play  at 
first  base  for  an  out. 
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We  are 


We  are  the 


ft  and  S°UL  of  Rock  Island  High  School. 


We  make  a 

We  deyote  our  time  to  help  those  in  need. 

We  speak,  teach ,  and  support.. 

We  not  only  brainstorm,  but  we  turn  thinking  into  actions. 
We  put  others  be  fore  ourselves. 

We  EKfiF  EBCTASKI  and  AMISS  the  lives  at  Rocky. 


We  have  school  Spirit. 


We  compete  and  don’t  settle  for  the  BA  St  I  Ml  ill  MUM® 

We  are  showing  our  creativity  in  ways  others  have  not  thOUOht  POSSibiO. 
We  PLAN  events  and  make  them  MIEMGItABIJE. 

Music,  drama,  and  clubs  are  what  we  live  For. 

We  learn  it 55(W5  that  will  prepare  us  for  i ater  on  in  life. 

We  are  out  to  change  the  world. 

And,  we  are  determined  to  do  just  that 


We  are 
the 


ACADEMIC  1 


The  Varsity  Academic  Team  shows  their  lighter  side  during  a  break  in  the  competiti 

\  I 


Team  members  work  hard 
and  prepare  vigorously  for 
their  tournaments.  These 
tournaments  usually  take 
place  at  schools  on 
Saturdays.  Working  hard  on 
the  weekends  only  shows 
the  incredible  dedication  of 
the  team. 


They  work  hard  and  compete  harder! 


The  Academic  Team 
is  a  group  of  individuals 
who  test  their  knowledge  in 
competitions  against  other 
schools.  The  groups  are 
composed  of  3-5  players 
who  compete  with  a  buzzer 
system,  and  answer 
various  questions  on  a  very 
diverse  range  of  topics. 
The  groups  are  led  by  Mrs. 
Bohling.  She  has  helped 
the  members  place  in  the 
top  1 0  of  the  schools 
competing  at  the 
tournaments.  The  team 
members  are  Zac  Russell, 
Sydnie  McNeal,  Kelly 
Bishop,  Mason  Moss,  and 
Taylor  Stone,  who  make  up 
the  Varsity  Team.  Andrew 
Pearson,  Andrew  Calder, 
Kyla  Katzenburger,  Sean 
Pahl,  Ethan  Hong,  Max 
Friestad,  and  Ivan  Starenko 
make  up  the 
Freshman/Sophomore 
Team. 

Mrs.  Bohling  hopes 
that  the  students  can  come 
away  with  many  fun 
experiences,  gain 
friendships,  responsibilities, 
leadership  skills,  and  learn 
what  it  means  to  be  a  team. 


Some  exemplary 
competitors  are  Zac 
Russell,  Andrew  Pearson, 
and  Andrew  Calder.  They 
are  skilled  at  answering 
most  toss-up  questions, 
and  have  been  huge  factors 
in  the  team's  competitions. 


The  201 1-12  Academic  Team: 

Front  Row:  Max  Friestad,  Kyla  Katzenburger,  Kelly  Bishop,  and  Mason  Moss. 

Back  Row:  Andrew  Calder,  Andrew  Pearson,  Ethan  Hong,  Zac  Russell,  and  Ivan  Starenko. 

Not  Pictured:  Sean  Pahl 
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Student 

Leaders 

President: 
Jayla  Morrow 

Vice  President: 
Kiah  Clements 

Secretary: 
Trineisha  Gray 

Treasurer: 
Kira  Clements 


\Meave 

Connected. 

The  purpose  of  the  African  American  Heritage  Club  is  to  educate  all  students  on 
Tuesdays  about  the  history  and  culture  of  African  descendants.  After  school,  the 
club  meets  in  Ms.  Rice's  room.  They  have  group  discussions  on  what's  going  on 
in  the  world,  and  even  have  guest  speakers  come  in  to  talk  to  the  members  about 
their  futures.  The  club  tries  to  take  at  least  one  field  trip  per  semester  to  colleges 
to  familiarize  students  with  college  choices  after  high  school.  Some  of  the  events 
the  A.A.H.C  planned  this  year  were  a  fashion  show,  where  they  sold  t-shirts  to 
raise  money  for  the  group.  They  use  these  funds  to  make  their  field  trips  possible. 
President  Jayla  Morrow,  says,  “Being  a  leader  is  kind  of  nerve  wracking  because 
you  have  a  lot  of  responsibilities  to  tend  to,  but  I  like  it  because  it's  challenging.” 
Vice  President  Kiah  Clements  says,  “Leadership  means  leading  my  peers,  and 
setting  an  example  for  the  underclassmen.”  The  club  has  been  going  on  for  six 
years  strong,  and  the  active  underclassmen  will  continue  to  be  the  driving  force. 


Above:  The  2011-12  African  American  Heritage  Club 
Front  Row:  Kiah  Clements,  Trineisha  Gray,  Kira  Clements 
Second  Row:  Justyce  Walker,  Mariah  Anderson,  Ashley 
Anderson 

Third  Row:  Larry  Dixon,  Shaquille  Jalloh,  Monee  Turner,  Tia 
Rice 

Upper  Right:  Tia  Rice  and  her  daughters,  Layla  and  Lyric, 
pass  out  candy  in  the  Homecoming  Parade. 


Lower  Right:  The  African  American  Heritage  Club  walks  with 
pride  in  the  Homecoming  Parade. 


Tia  Rice 

“I  enjoy  creating 
relationships  with 
students,  and  showing 
them  different  cultures, 
well  as  academic  roles." 


Javla  Morrow 

“They've  (the  A.A.H.C.) 
taught  me  how  to  stand  up 
and  take  charge  of  the 
club.  They  have  given  me 
confidence  and 
assurance." 
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Below:  Mr.  Carlin,  the  band  director,  gives  a  pep  talk  after  a 
performance  at  the  home  field.  These  speeches  are  a  marching  band 

ritual  after  every  performance. 


Above:  Drum  Majors  Jennifer  Michel,  Michaela  Garrison, 
and  Alysha  McElroy-Hodges  prepare  to  salute  and  start  the 
show.  The  Drum  Majors  create  a  different  salute  for  every 

home  show. 

Left:  The  Color  Guard  won  Best  Auxiliary  at  two 
competitions  this  year.  Color  Guard  member,  Morgan  Allen 
116  said,  “We  are  very  proud  of  how  the  season  went  for  us!” 


Above:  Jeff  Sloan,  Jordan  Turnbull,  and  Jacob  Sigler  participate  in 
a  Tenor  Race,  a  new  addition  to  the  Drumline  traditions.  In  a 
Tenor  Race,  the  drummers  play  follow  the  leader  around  the 
drums  until  someone  makes  a  mistake. 


Above:  The  Marching  Band  troops  the  stands  after  their  halftime 
performance  at  a  football  game.  Haley  Anderson,  a  trumpet 
player,  says,  “Trooping  the  stands  is  my  favorite  tradition." 


Above:  The  Color  Guard  warms  up  before  their  performance  on 
Preview  Night.  This  is  an  annual  premiere  of  the  Rock  Island  High 
School  Marching  Band  show. 


Above:  The  Clarinet  Section  dances  to  one  of  the  band's 
favorite  traditions,  “Cadence  to  the  Nicks".  The  Marching  Band 
loves  showing  off  their  school  spirit. 


[illrtj 

Hit  Hk  HI  Reck  Island 

The  Rock  Island  Marching  Band  is  unique  in  many  ways.  One  quality  that  sets  them 
apart  from  other  bands  is  their  abundance  of  traditions.  Many  of  the  ongoing  traditions 
were  started  by  the  current  band  director,  Pete  Carlin.  These  traditions  may  seem  trivial 
to  an  outsider  or  a  first  year  band  member,  but  by  the  time  it's  their  senior  year,  these 
traditions  hold  a  special  place  in  the  band  members'  hearts. 

Madelyn  Putman,  a  senior  in  the  band  said,  “Singing  the  Alma  Mater  after  games  is 
my  favorite  tradition  because  it  evokes  a  sense  of  camaraderie  from  the  band.”  Mr. 
Carlin  started  the  tradition  of  singing  the  Alma  Mater  after  performances  16  years  ago. 
when  he  started  at  the  high  school.  He  was  inspired  by  the  University  of  Illinois  Marching 
Band  because  he  liked  the  idea  of  bringing  the  band  together  after  performing.  Morgan 
Allen  agreed  that  it  is  a  good  tradition  because  “whether  the  performance  was  good  or 
bad,  it  reminds  us  we  are  all  still  in  it  together." 

Another  one  of  the  band’s  favorite  traditions  started  1 0  years  ago,  when  Mr.  Carlin 
felt  the  band  needed  something  to  help  pump  them  up.  After  rehearsals,  or 
performances,  the  band  gathers  together,  and  the  Drum  Majors  join  together  in  asking, 
“Who's  got  the  best  band  in  the  land?"  to  which  the  band  replies,  “ROCK  ISLAND!”  The 
phrase  may  seem  unimportant,  but  it  holds  a  great  deal  of  meaning  to  the  band,  and 
serves  as  a  constant  reminder  of  their  potential. 

One  of  the  most  anticipated  moments  in  the  students'  senior  Marching  Band  season 
is  Senior  Speeches.  On  Senior  Night,  after  the  seniors'  final  halftime  performance,  the 
band  congregates  around  the  Auditorium  steps,  and  the  seniors  get  a  chance  to  address 
the  band  with  their  parting  words  of  advice.  Senior  Speeches  are  one  of  the  most 
meaningful  parts  of  finishing  the  senior  Marching  Band  Season. 

Over  the  last  5  years,  the  band  has  lived  up  to  their  name,  “The  Pride  of  Rock 
Island."  From  the  way  they  rehearse  and  perform,  to  the  way  they  present  themselves  at 
competitions  and  in  public,  Mr.  Carlin  is  always  reminding  the  band  to  do  everything  with 
pride.  “The  traditions  are  really  what  made  the  band  what  it  is,"  Donte  Nesbitt 
commented.  Band  members  agree  that  the  Rock  Island  High  School  Marching  Band  has 
something  that  not  all  bands  have  in  their  names  or  actions-  pride. 


Above:  At  Preview  Night,  Donte  Nesbitt  and  Caitlin  Hagerty  take  on  their 
roles  as  Puppet  Master  and  Perfect.  They  are  the  leads  in  the  Marching  Band 
show,  “Pulling  Strings”. 


Front  Row:  Alex  Lavery,  Sydnie  McNeal,  Matt  Claude,  Kate  Dix.  Claire 
Bacon.  Second  Row:  Andy  Pearson,  Kayla  Jackson.  Alysha  McElroy- 
Hodges,  Breyanne  Trice,  Taylor  Stone,  Mason  Moss.  Cole  Neder. 
Back  Row:  Max  Friestad,  Erik  Whitcomb,  Ben  McKay,  Jordan  Turnbull, 
James  Sonnier,  Marcelleous  Wyatt,  Jenn  Michel. 


All  State  Finalists:  Alysha  McElroy-Hodges,  Kayla  Jackson.  Ben  McKay, 
Jordan  Turnbull,  and  Mason  Moss. 


Below:  During  the  Winter  Concert,  both  bands  join  together 
for  the  last  set,  featuring  the  song.  "Sleigh  Ride"  to  close  the 
first  conjoined  concert  of  the  season. 
Bottom:  Andy  Pearson  is  accompanied  by  Mason  Moss  during 

the  Winter  Concert. 


All  State  Musicians 

Being  an  All  State  Musician  is  a  high  honor  for  any 
musician  in  high  school.  Very  few  are  chosen  to  be 
a  part  of  such  a  prestigious  event.  The  chosen 
students  travel  to  Peoria,  and  once  again,  audition 
for  judges.  The  students  undergo  two  days  of 
strenuous  work  to  learn  music  that  they  will  perform 
just  48  hours  after  receiving  the  piece.  These 
students  do,  in  two  short  days,  what  normal  bands 
do  in  nine  weeks.  Usually,  a  high  school  is  lucky  to 
send  one  student  to  this  function.  This  year,  Rocky 
sent  five.  Alysha  McElroy-Hodges,  Kayla  Jackson, 
Ben  McKay,  Jordan  Turnbull,  and  Mason  Moss 
represented  the  Rock  in  Peoria. 


Symphonic  Band 

For  the  Spring  Concert,  the  Symphonic  Band  pushes  their  skills  with  the 
music  "Second  Suite  in  F,"  "Thus  Do  You  Fare,  My  Jesus."  and  "Easter 
Monday  on  the  White  House  Lawn." 
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‘Perfection  isri 2  Enough, 

If  you  want  to  become  a  better  musician,  this  is  where  it  starts!”  This  is  something  every  one  of  Mr.  Carlin's  band  students  have  heard  one  time  or 
another.  Symphonic  and  Concert  Band  present  two  different  challenges,  but  these  two  classes  are  what  make  good  musicians  great.  Mr.  Carlin  says, 
“The  goal  for  this  Concert  and  Symphonic  season  is  for  the  students  to  become  more  skilled  musicians,  to  learn  more  about  their  instruments,  and  to 
become  all  around  better  players." 

Band  students  are  split  into  two  different  ensembles  halfway  through  the  year,  Concert  and  Symphonic.  They  are  two  different  skill  levels,  but  both 
work  towards  the  same  goal.  Symphonic  Band  travels  and  performs  stellar  pieces.  Concert  Band  is  typically  where  young  musicians  prepare 
themselves  for  Symphonic  Band.  It's  not  a  lesser  band,  but  rather,  a  crucial  step  to  bettering  one's  skills. 

The  third  band  is  Jazz  Band,  which  is  a  mix  of  students  who  want  to  groove  to  old  classics,  and  open  their  minds  to  a  new  form  of  music.  These 
students  appear  in  much  more  than  just  traditional  concerts.  They  visit  other  schools,  and  they  attend  Jazz  Night,  as  well. 

Throughout  the  years,  the  band  has  progressed,  with  every  year  becoming  better  than  the  last.  “Through  the  years,  I  have  watched  the  band’s 
pride,  morality,  work  ethic,  and  loyalty  sky  rocket,  which  in  turn,  has  led  to  bigger  and  better  things  for  these  young  musicians,”  Assistant  Director  Mr. 
Tollenaer  says. 


Freshman,  John  Mutum,  trades  his 
trumpet  in  for  an  electric  guitar  during  the 
Winter  Concert  Jazz  Section. 


Starting  another  music  filled  day  of  band,  Mr.  Carlin  quiets  the  class 
and  counts  off  the  beginning  of  a  warm  up. 


Senior,  Gerard  Hoskins  hops  on  the  drum 
set  for  his  segment  in  the  Jazz  Band  set. 


Concert  Band 

During  the  spring  semester,  the  Concert  Band  works  on 
pieces  such  as  “Ceremonial  Overture,”  “Where  the  Black 
Hawk  Soars,”  and  “Cape  Fear  Chronicles.” 


Jazz  Band 

Every  year,  during  the  Winter  and  Spring  concerts,  the  Jazz 
Band  is  always  a  crowd  favorite.  They  bring  forgotten  tunes 
alive,  with  a  new  modern  swing. 
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Chris  Brackney  and  Michaela  Garrison  practice  a  song 
for  the  choir's  upcoming  concert.  Chamber  Choir 
rehearses  every  day  during  fifth  period. 


Sydney  Hinton,  Ashley  Brodnax  and  Michaela  Garrison 
pose  in  front  of  the  waterfall  at  the  Rock  Island  Botanical 
Center  after  Chamber  Choir's  performance  at  the  Rotary 
Club. 


Ashley  Brodnax  and  Jasmine  Kitterman  take  a  break 
from  caroling  to  take  a  picture.  Chamber  Choir  caroled 
at  multiple  locations  this  past  year  to  help  spread  the 
cheer. 


[WE  ARE] 


Alysha  McElroy-Hodges  and  Sydney  Hinton  enjoy 
their  time  in  the  Botanical  Center  before  the  bus 
returns  the  choir  to  Rocky. 


As  the  youngest  members  of 
Chamber  Choir,  Graham  Woods  and 
Anel  Salinas  work  hard  in  their  first 
year  to  make  their  mark.  These 
freshmen  were  chosen  by  the 
directors  based  on  their  previous 
singing  experience  to  be  sure  that 
they  would  be  great  additions  to  the 
choir.  Anel  explains,  “It's  a  big  honor.  I 
was  really  excited  on  my  first  day." 
Graham  had  been  a  part  of  the  Moline 
Boys'  Choir  before  he  started  high 
school,  and  he  agrees  that  the  choir 
was  a  good  experience  for  him.  As  the 
younger  members  of  the  choir,  both 
freshmen  agree  that  one  of  their 
favorite  parts  of  their  first  year  was 
getting  to  know  and  become  closer  to 
the  choir,  as  a  whole.  Not  only  were 
Anel  and  Graham  involved  in  making 
music  with  the  top  choir  at  Rocky,  but 
they  were  also  involved  in  becoming  a 
part  of  the  Chamber  Family. 

Trushm 

“Next  year  isn't  going  to  be 
the  same  choir.  The  sound 
will  change  completely.  ” 

-  Graham  Woods 


Senior  members  of  the  choir,  Alex 
Agbayani  and  Lamon  Phillips  have 
years  of  experience  in  Chamber  Choir, 
and  have  learned  valuable  lessons 
along  the  way.  After  four  years  of 
being  involved  in  the  choir  program  at 
Rocky,  Lamon,  Alex,  and  the  other  six 
seniors  in  Chamber  agree  that  choir 
has  bettered  them  as  people.  “It’s 
opened  a  door  to  many  opportunities,” 
Alex  comments.  “I  feel  like  I’ve  been 
prepared,  and  could  pursue  a  music 
career  if  I  chose  to.”  With  four  years  of 
learning  every  note,  and  over  200 
hours  of  practice,  these  seniors  have 
definitely  learned  and  been  enriched. 

“It's  given  me  more  chances  to 
experience  the  community,  and  see  it 
from  a  different  perspective,”  Lamon 
says.  Both  Lamon,  Alex,  and  the  other 
six  seniors  may  be  looking  forward  to 
graduation,  but  they  are  also  leaving 
behind  memories  of  their  Chamber 
Family. 

Swiors 

‘It  didn't  matter  what  was  goini 
on  at  the  time.  I  could  let  it  go, 
and  be  with  my  Chamber 
Family.  ”  -  Lamon  Phillips 


Kylie  Straw,  Sydney  Hinton,  Alexa  Penn,  and 
Michaela  Garrison  use  the  downtime  between  warm¬ 
ups  and  the  performance  to  take  a  picture. 


Lamon  Phillips,  Marcus  Jackson,  and  Shaquille  Jalloh 
hope  to  fill  in  as  KWQC’s  new  reporters. 


Mr.  Voigt  and  Ms.  Bolt  both  team  up  during  Chamber 
performances,  and  during  class,  to  make  sure  the 
choir  is  doing  its  best. 


Below:  Upperclassmen  ride  in  the  bus  on  the  way  to 
their  first  performance.  Chamber  Choir  travels  around 
the  Q.C.  every  year  to  sing  to  the  community  during 
the  holidays. 


Above:  First  Alert!  The  Chamber  Choir  performs  at 
KWQC!  The  choir  traditionally  sings  for  the  Paula 
Sands'  Live  Show  each  year  during  the  holiday 
season  and  appears  on  T.V.  the  following  week. 


Wlicsto  WtaMfs 
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Whether  students  are  involved  in  Concert  Choir  or  Symphonic  Choir,  Rock  Island  High  School  students  gain  a  lot 
from  their  performances  and  practice  with  Rocky's  Choir  Department.  Students  learn  to  develop  music  reading 
abilities,  along  with  getting  the  confidence  to  perform  in  front  of  crowds.  Mr.  Voigt,  the  director,  explains  that 
students  also  "develop  their  vocal  performance  technique,  develop  an  appreciation  of  a  variety  of  styles  and 

genres  of  music,  and  have  fun  making  great  music.” 

This  year's  Symphonic  and  Concert  Choirs  featured  many  students  that  lead  the  classes  by  example.  Voigt 
recognized  Olivia  Henning,  Devin  James,  Mariah  Anderson,  KuKu  Dah,  Binti  Nondo,  Ashley  Jacobs,  Kelsey 
Nevarez,  April  Stock,  Aviana  Jones-Townser,  Kira  Steffenson,  Taylor  Thorton,  and  Breayona  Reed  as  students 

that  had  a  very  positive  impact  on  the  choirs. 

Throughout  the  course  of  the  school  year,  the  choirs  perform  in  various  contests  and  concerts,  and  improved 
significantly  in  their  musical  abilities.  For  Voigt,  some  of  the  greatest  memories  from  this  year's  choirs  included 
“seeing  the  Concert  Choir  grow  and  learn  about  singing  in  ensembles,  as  well  as  Binti  Nondo  singing  a  solo  in  her 

native  French.” 

Rocky's  choirs  provide  students  with  many  opportunities,  but  perhaps  the  most  important  include  “the  chance  to 
make  music  every  day,  the  relationships  with  other  choir  members,  and  the  ability  to  stand  with  confidence  while 

performing,”  explains  Voigt. 

CHOIR  CONFESSIONS 


Students  from  Symphonic,  Concert,  and  Chamber  Choir  share  their  thoughts  about  choir,  why  they  decided  to 

take  the  class,  and  what  they  like  best  about  it. 


“I  like  choir  because 
it's  a  fun  thing  to. 
And,  there  are  so 
many  opportunities 
and  concerts.  Choir 
has  taught  me 
things  I  didn’t 
know.” 

Dannyelle  Dunbar 


“Chamber  Choir  is 
about  realizing  your 
goals,  and  striving  to 
achieve  them.  I  believe 
it  has  brought  out  the 
leader  in  me.  It  has  also 
brought  out  talents  that  I 
never  knew  I  had. 
Without  Mr.  Voigt  and 
Ms.  Bolt,  I  never  could 
have  made  it  as  far  as  I 
did." 

Alexa  Penn 


“Singing  is  my 
passion,  and 
choir  lets  me  do 
what  I  love.” 

Taylor 

Blackburn 
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Far  Left:  Ms.  Bolt  plays  the  piano  during 
rehearsal.  She  accompanies  for  all  three  choirs, 
and  takes  the  place  of  Assistant  Choir  Director. 

Left:  Mr.  Voigt  directs  the  Symphonic  Choir 
through  their  annual  Solo  and  Ensemble 
Contest  songs  during  third  quarter. 

Below  Left:  Concert  Choir  sopranos  focus  on 
practicing  for  their  upcoming  performance.  All 
three  choirs  performed  on  March  6th  for  their 
Spring  Choral  Concert. 


Above:  Aaron  Arrington  showcases  his  solo  for 
the  rest  of  the  Symphonic  Choir.  Students  from 
every  choir  have  the  opportunity  to  perform 
solos  or  small  ensembles  with  the  chance  to  be 
judged  at  Group  Contest  every  year. 

Far  Left:  Tenors  and  basses  from  Concert  Choir 
test  their  memory  by  singing  with  and  without 
sheet  music.  All  songs  are  memorized  for  choir 
performances. 

Left:  A  quartet  from  Concert  Choir  rehearses 
with  pianist.  Ms.  Bolt,  a  week  before  their 
performance.  It's  crunch  time! 
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We  are 


Every  fall  play  poses  a  challenge  to  both  the  actors 
and  actresses,  as  well  as  those  behind  the  scenes. 

This  year’s  production  of  Romeo  and  Juliet  proved  to 
be  no  exception  to  that  rule.  Not  only  did  the  cast  and 
crew  deal  with  the  usual  challenges  of  learning  lines 
and  spending  long  hours  rehearsing,  this  year’s  play 
also  included  stage  kissing  and  combat, 

Shakespearean  language,  many  first  time  actors  and 
actresses,  and  a  new  class  dedicated  to  building  the 
set. 

Romeo  and  Juliet  features  extensive  stage 
combat,  a  skill  Rocky’s  Drama  Department  has  not 
showcased  in  some  time.  Fight  choreographer.  Aaron 
Sullivan  taught  the  actors  and  actresses  how  to  engage 
in  convincing  swordplay.  Donte  Nesbitt  felt  some 
apprehension  about  stage  combat,  but  adjusted 
quickly.  He  explained,  “I  was  scared  at  first,  but  I 
caught  on  really  quickly,  so  that  made  it  less  scary,  I 
suppose.” 

Learning  to  stage  kiss  also  presented  leads 
Michaela  Garrison  and  Chris  Brackney  with  a  new 
learning  experience.  This  was  an  especially  interesting 
experience  for  the  two,  as  they  have  been  friends  for 
quite  some  time.  Chris  Brackney  explained  their  kiss, 
saying  jokingly,  “I  wasn’t  too  worried  about  it  until  we 
actually  had  to  do  it,  and  even  then,  it  wasn’t  as 
awkward  as  I  thought,  mainly  because  we  are  pretty 
good  friends.  We  even  high-fived  after  our  first  try!” 

As  any  reader  of  Shakespeare  understands,  the 
language  used  in  his  plays  can  confound  even  the  most 
avid  English  enthusiast.  Memorizing  Shakespearean 
language,  which  has  a  different  sentence  structure  and 
sound  than  modern  English,  added  a  new  dimension  of 
difficulty  to  rehearsals.  "It’s  easy  to  misunderstand 
Shakespeare  and  have  a  fear  of  the  language,  but 
Shakespeare’s  a  necessity  in  the  theatre  world.  It’s  a 
risk  worth  taking  for  these  young  actors,  and  the 
audience,"  explained  director,  Mrs.  Dori  Foster. 

Despite  having  some  seasoned  veterans  in  place 
as  the  play's  leads,  over  half  of  the  cast  of  Romeo  and 
Juliet  were  first  time  performers  on  the  Rocky  stage. 
Jonas  Foster.  Faith  Northcutt.  Brittany  Anderson, 
Taylor  Schneider.  Olivia  Henning,  Briana  Cross,  Amy 
Stallings.  Alex  Solis,  Devin  James,  Alexia  Avena, 
Marcellus  Angel,  Shanice  White,  Antonetta  Axup,  Sara 
Lubben,  and  Tori  Timbrook  all  suited  up  for  the  first 
time  at  Rocky  during  Romeo  and  Juliet. 

The  set  was  built  by  Mr.  Hoskin’s  and  Mrs.  Foster's 
Theatre  I  class.  In  year's  past,  the  crew  built  the  set 
during  rehearsals  and  on  weekends.  This  year  was  a 
first  for  a  different  method  of  set  production. 

Even  with  multiple  challenges,  the  cast  and  crew’s 
risks  proved  a  worthwhile  experience  for  those  onstage 
and  off,  as  well  as  the  audience. 

Top:  Donte  Nesbitt  and  Alex  Solis  showcase  their 
newly  discovered  stage  combat  skills. 

Middle:  Marcellus  Angel  attempts  to  woo  Michaela 
Garrison’s  character.  Juliet,  with  the  help  of  her 
parents,  Faith  Northcutt  and  Jonas  Foster. 

Bottom:  Chris  Brackney  and  Michaela  Garrison  act 
out  the  famous  balcony  scene. 
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Above:  Sarah  Lubben,  as  Friar  John,  hastily  explains 
to  Friar  Lawrence  the  calamity  that  is  about  to  ensue. 


Above:  Antonetta  Axup,  as  the  Apothecary,  sells 
Romeo  a  poison  that  will  bring  about  his  untimely 
demise. 


Left:  The  Montagues  and  the  Capulets  mourn  the 
loss  of  their  children  at  the  play’s  end. 

Below:  Lily  NgDung’s  Benvolio  calls  out  for  Romeo, 
who  has  given  her  character  the  slip  after  the  party. 


Above:  Brackney’s  Romeo  commands  Breayona 
Reed’s  Balthazar  to  deliver  a  very  important 
message. 
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The  201 1  Spring  Musical,  “The  Wizard  of  Oz,"  presented  a  new  set  of  challenges  for 
Rocky’s  Drama  Department.  For  the  first  time  in  many  years,  Director  Dori  Foster  casted 
elementary  school  students  (as  the  Munchkins)  and  a  dog  (to  play  Toto).  This  casting 
made  for  fun,  but  also  stressful  moments  on  the  stage.  “It  was  unique  because  they 
ranged  from  second  to  sixth  grade,  so  it  was  sometimes  hard  to  work  with 
them  as  a  group  of  actors,”  Stage  Manager  Jasmine  said  about  working  with  the 
Munchkins.  Kitterman  and  Chris  Brackney,  who  played  the  Wizard,  also  experienced  one 
of  their  funniest,  but  nerve  wracking  moments  when  dealing  with  Toto.  “I  remember  a  day 
where  Chris  Brackney  and  I  had  to  chase  the  dog  for,  like,  twenty  minutes  because  we 
accidentally  let  it  off  its  leash,"  Jasmine  recalled. 

Despite  the  new  challenges,  Rocky's  Drama  Department  put  on  a  production  that 
was  one  of  its  most  popular  in  recent  years,  as  well.  Many  new  students  got  the 
opportunity  to  be  involved  in  the  musical,  whether  it  was  through  working  backstage,  on 
stage,  or  in  the  pit. 

The  group  had  to  learn  to  build  a  set,  which  had  to  be  moved  on  to  the  stage  later  to 
accommodate  other  groups  using  the  auditorium.  Director  Dori  Foster  explains,  "Building 
large  set  pieces  in  the  basement  and  having  to  rebuild  them  later  on  stage  once  it  was 
available  was  a  challenge.  Wrangling  and  organizing  36  elementary  school  students  and 
dealing  with  some  tech  issues  presented  some  challenges,  as  well,  but  it's  live  theatre. 
Overall,  we  had  a  pretty  smooth  process.” 

One  of  the  reasons  the  process  went  so  well  was  through  the  help  of  stage 
managers  Jasmine  Kitterman  and  Donte  Nesbitt,  who  put  in  long  days  to  make  sure  the 
show  was  a  success.  “Some  days  we  were  stuck  at  school  from  7am  to  1 1  pm  and  later, 

but  it  was  all  worth  it,"  Donte  comments.  Kitterman  goes  on  to  explain,  "We  _ _ 

may  have  had  a  hand  in  helping  create  most 
everything,  but  we  weren’t  without  help,”  Crew, 
uniformly  dressed  in  black,  also  aided  the  stage 
managers  behind  the  scenes  during  the  show 
with  scene  transitions  and  quick  changes. 

Foster  adds,  “Theatre  is  like  a  ship.  The  captain 
can’t  effectively  run  a  ship  without  good  first 
mates.  In  this  case,  Jasmine  Kitterman  and 
Donte  Nesbitt  kept  us  on  course.  All  of  the 
students  did  a  stellar  job,  and  stepped  up  at  one 
time  or  another  to  help  each  other  or  the  production 
in  their  own  special  ways." 

Stage  Managers  Jasmine 
Kitterman  and  Donte  Nesbitt 
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Below:  The  Wicked  Witch  of  the  West,  Abigail  Calder 
shares  her  evil  plot  against  Dorothy  with  the  audience. 
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Top:  Students  get  prepared  to  go  pick 
up  trees  that  have  falling  limbs  at  Black 
Hawk  State  Park. 
Above:  E.A.C.  members  enjoy  paddling 
along  the  quiet  river. 
Right:  President  Laurel  Enstrom  holds  a 
tire  above  her  head,  while  others  show 
off  the  muscles  that  they  used  to  pick 
and  pull  trash  at  the  Extreme  Clean  Up 
located  at  Sunset  Marina. 


E.A.C.  stands  for  Environmental 
Action  Club.  They're  the  students  who 
take  on  the  work  that  many  other 
students  avoid.  They  do  a  lot  of 
volunteer  work,  such  as  the  Extreme 
Clean  Up,  Bald  Eagle  Days,  outdoor 
shows,  recycling,  tree  pick-ups,  and 
exploring  various  aspects  of  nature.  To 
them,  the  job  is  not  tedious  or 
complicated.  Saving  the  Earth  is 
something  this  club  loves  to  do,  and  with 
a  little  hard  work,  the  students  and  staff 
of  R.I.H.S.  can  also  contribute  and  learn 
to  love  it.  — — — 


aris  Roberts  stated,  “I  actually  joined 
the  cluB^n  accident,  but  after  giving  it  a 
chance.  I  love^  It  is  a  great  feeling  to 

better  myself  by  becoming  more 
involved,  and  he.ping  the  world  for 

■■  iOt  being  recognized  for  it." 


the 

Mrs.  Wolber  has  been  running  this 
club  for  seven  years,  and  is  still  eager 
and  able  to  find  ways  to  motivate  young 
adults  to  enjoy  making  the  world  a  better 
place.  She  believes  the  lunchroom  is 
where  Rocky  can  use  the  most 
improvement.  The  school  currently  use  a 
lot  of  styrofoam  in  the  cafeteria. 

Styrofoam  has  a  big  impact  on  the  Earth. 

Simple  changes  like  that  can  mak^H 
big  difference.  Making  these  changes^B 
are  a  goal  for  the  club.  ^ 

The  club  draws  a  wide  variety  of 
member^^^^^^s  brings  people 
together.  Club  member,  Kayla  Jackson 
explained,  “I  like  the  moives  of  the  club.  | 


and  I  wanted  to  be  more  involved  in 
activities."  E.A.C.  is  a  great  way  to 
interact  with  fellow  students,  and  make 
the  world  a  better  place  in  the  process 
It’s  a  family. 
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Left:  E.A.C.  members  gathered  early 
on  a  Tuesday  morning,  before  one  of 
the  meetings,  to  take  a  group  picture. 

Bottom:  Su  Liang  Nay  enjoys  the 
scenery  during  a  clean  up. 


ClM* 


Roberts  pulls  up  tires 
Sunset  Marina  while 

with  the  Extreme  Clean 

Bottom  Left:  A  few  members  of 
E.A.C.  show  that  they  can  save  the 
Earth,  and  have  fun  while  getting 
prepared  to  go  riding  on  the  river. 

kC'T^CH 
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We  are 

working  pop  our  grade 
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The  Business  Internship 
Program  is  a  unique  way  to  allow 
students  to  hold  a  job  and  to  continue 
getting  credits  in  school.  In  the  2011- 
2012  school  year,  there  were  18 
students  enrolled  in  the  program. 
Students  who  have  full-time  jobs  are 
allowed  to  leave  school  for  up  to 
three  periods  a  day  to  go  to  work. 

The  program  has  been  going  for 
27  years  at  Rocky,  and  Mrs.  Quinlin, 
who  leads  the  program,  states  that 
she  “enjoys  meeting  the  students' 
supervisors  at  the  various  businesses 
they  are  employed  at.”  She 
continues,  stating,  “Sometimes,  the 
students  keep  their  jobs,  and 
continue  to  work  part-time  while  they 
attend  college.” 

The  co-op  program  helps  reduce 
the  stress  of  the  students  with  full¬ 
time  jobs  by  allowing  them  to  focus 
on  work  and  school,  giving  them 
more  time  to  do  homework,  or  just 
get  more  hours  at  work.  The  program 
focuses  on  the  students’  current 
situations  as  students  and  workers, 
and  on  their  futures,  by  having  guest 
speakers  from  certain  colleges  and 
the  military.  The  program  is  a  definite 
success  with  all  of  the  Rocky 
students  enrolled. 
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Club  members  not  only 
compete  against  each  other 
in  a  variety  of  games,  but 
also  show  their  artistic 
talents. 


The  Entertainment  Club  is 
not  all  about  competition. 
Club  members  share  a 
laugh  during  the  weekly 


meetings. 


Left:  Edward 
Westmorland  and 
Emmanuel  Lloyd  show 
off  their  skills  in  a  game 
of  Pokeman. 

Right:  Club  members 
watch  each  other's 
gaming  tactics  as  they 
await  their  turn. 


Devin  James  prepares  to  Michael  Williams  watches  his 

battle  a  fellow  club  member.  fellow  club  member  play  a 


video  game. 


Entertainment  Club  is  “more  than  just  a  place  to 
play  video  games,”  explained  Mr.  Kennelly,  the  club 
advisor.  The  club  is  a  place  where  members  can  get 
together,  and  play  video  games,  card  games,  or  just 
hang  out.  Entertainment  Club  provides  students  with  a 
fun  extra-curricular  opportunity,  and  a  place  where  they 
can  share  their  intense  love  of  gaming  through  video 
games,  card  games,  and  discussing  gaming  trends  and 
topics.  The  Entertainment  Club  meets  every  Tuesday 
from  3:15-4:15. 

Recently,  Mr.  Kennelly  has  asked  for  funding  so 
he  can  provide  permanent  gaming  systems  for  the  club 
members  to  use.  He  plans  to  get  the  Entertainment 
Club  involved  in  more  activities,  or  even  competitions, 
where  the  club  members  can  showcase  their  gaming 
skills. 
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Nous  sommes 

IB  Cerele 

Franc  ias 


Top:  The  French  Club  gets  ready  for  the  Homecoming  Parade 
at  Hauberg  Park. 

Bottom:  Madame  Bouchareb,  Ardel  Jones,  Andrew  Martins, 
and  Mr.  Eli  enjoy  their  ride  in  the  parade  during  Homecoming 
Week.  Thanks  to  Lisa  Blanchar  for  the  car! 
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Top:  Students  from  the  French  Club  hold  up  their  posters,  as  they  try  to  win  over 
the  votes  of  their  fellow  clubmates.  Ardel  Jones  was  voted  as  the  President. 
Bottom:  Ashley  Ayala  and  Kylie  Straw  share  a  hug  at  Schweibert  Park  at  a 
French  Club  event.  Kylie  explains  how  the  club  has  impacted  her  friendships, 
stating,  “I  have  really  grown  a  lot  closer  to  Ashley  since  French  Club,  and  we 
always  have  a  fun  time  together  at  all  of  the  events!" 


French  Club  members  had  another  year  full  of  fun,  food,  and  an 
experience  of  the  French  culture  that  happened  outside  of  the  books. 


Madame  B.  explains  her  favorite  part  of  French  Club  is,  “Sharing 
the  French  and  French  speaking  cultures  with  others  by  learning 
through  traveling."  Club  President,  Ardel  Jones  explains,  “I  had 
Madame  B.  as  a  teacher,  and  she  runs  French  Club,  and  she’s  crazy 
fun  in  class,  so  I  figured  French  Club  would  be  even  better.”  Club 
member,  Jessica  Gilmore  says,  “I  took  French  class  my  sophomore 
year,  and  Madame  Bouchareb  made  class  so  exciting  that  I  was 
anxious  to  join  French  Club.  My  favorite  part  of  the  year  with  French 
Club  is  our  trip  to  Le  Figaro,  where  we  have  an  amazing  dinner,  and  a 
gift  exchange.  In  this  club,  I  have  made  memories  to  last  a  lifetime,  and 
friends  that  share  a  love  for  the  language,  like  myself.” 

The  French  Club  took  a  trip  to  Schweibert  Park,  where  they 
enjoyed  a  picnic,  the  water  fountain,  and  the  high  tech  playground 
equipment.  In  December,  the  French  Club  ventured  to  Le  Figaro,  where 
they  enjoyed  a  gift  exchange  and  experienced  food  that  was  out  of  this 
world.  Then,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  they  will  take  a  trip  down  to 
Chicago  to  look  at  an  art  museum  and  shop  at  Watertower  for  awhile. 
French  Club  members  make  memories  to  last  a  lifetime,  with  an 
awesome  leader,  Madame  Bouchareb,  to  lead  the  way.  These  big 
events  that  French  Club  members  took  part  in  really  make  French  Club 
a  place  for  fun  and  culture. 


ability,  to  come  together  to  learn  more  about  the  German  culture  and  language.  Not  only  does 
the  club  learn  about  German  holidays  and  traditions,  but  they  always  have  a  great  time  together. 
German  Club  members  have  a  blast  playing  card  games,  board  games,  bingo,  and  having  movie 
nights!  Club  members  also  enjoy  the  club  picnics.  Many  students  join  German  Club  to  be  with 
their  friends.  Through  their  membership  this  year,  they’ve  gained  more  and  gotten  the  chance  to 
hang  out  with  others  who  enjoy  learning  about  Germany  and  its  culture  and  language. 

In  the  spring,  the  German  Club  partners  with  the  French  Club  and  the  Spanish  Club  to 
participate  in  an  International  Day,  where  the  club  members  play  games  relevant  to  their  cultures, 
and  enjoy  foods  from  the  various  cultures  represented.  This  year’s  German  Club  officers  include 
President  Andrew  Martensen,  Vice  President  Tyler  Gibson,  Treasurer  Hannah  Morrissey,  and 
Secretary  Becca  Gavins. 


Top:  German  Club  members  work  hard 
to  better  their  understanding  of  the 
German  language  and  culture. 
Above:  German  Club  members  welcome 
the  opportunity  to  work  with  other  clubs 

for  projects. 


Top:  German  Club  members  take  a  break  from  their  projects  in  class. 
Above  Left:  The  German  Club  works  with  the  French  and  Spanish  Clubs  to 
plan  International  Day.  Above  Right:  The  foreign  language  clubs  plan 
activities  and  snacks  to  bring  to  International  Day. 
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Key  Club  2011-12 

The  Key  Club  is  a  student  organization 
that  helps  students  build  character 
through  helping  others.  Key  Club  is  an 
international  group  that  volunteers  join  to 
get  involved  in  different  events.  They  are 
involved  in  the  Mr.  Rocky  Pageant, 
reading  to  children  at  the  Martin  Luther 
King  Center,  and  wrapping  presents 
during  the  holiday  season.  They  try  to 
help  the  Rocky  and  Rock  Island 
communities.  Mrs.  Kantner,  who  is  in 
charge  of  Key  Club  says,  “I  decided  to 
take  over  Key  Club  because  I  was 
involved  in  it  during 

my  four  years  of  high  school,  and  I  really 
enjoyed  it.”  President  Laurel  Enstrom 
says,  “I  enjoy  Key  Club  because  I  like 
helping  others,  and  being  involved.” 
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Above:  Male  students  and  staff  members  competed  in  the 
annual  Mr.  Rocky  Pageant.  Charles  Holliday  was  this  year's 
student  winner.  Mr.  Kennelly  was  the  staff  winner. 


The  2011-2012  Club  Officers  include  Summer  Cook,  Kayla 
Jackson,  Lizandra  Gomez,  Laurel  Enstrom,  and  Jillian 
Jesperson. 


_  We  are  the 

Intatact 

Club 


Rocky’s  Interact  Club  provides  students  with  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  service  projects  that  help  others 
at  the  local  level,  the  national  level,  and  the  international  level.  They  work  closely  with  the  Rock  Island  Rotary  to 
raise  funds  and  awareness  for  their  service  projects.  Zavier  Clark  is  currently  the  President,  and  Devin  Radloff  is 
the  Vice  President. 

The  Interact  Club  proved  to  be  very  active  again  this  year  by  hosting  the  annual  Student  vs.  Staff  Basketball 
Game  and  working  towards  purchasing  a  shelter  box. 

The  club  provides  students  with  a  great  deal  of  opportunities  for  service,  and  meeting  others  in  the  community. 
Club  advisor,  Mr.  McConnell  explains,  “I  think  that  the  kind  of  work  we  are  involved  in,  and  the  chance  to  meet 
leaders  in  the  community”  are  what  draws  students  to  the  club.  McConnell  goes  on  to  say  that  being  in  the  Interact 
Club  gives  students  the  “life  experiences  of  learning  the  value  of  service  to  others,  and  why  that  is  essential  to 


Left:  The  Interact  Club’s  members  are  examples  of 
young  people  who  not  only  care  about  providing  a 
helping  hand  to  other  countries  who  need  aid.  but 
are  willing  to  act  in  response  to  others'  cries  for 
help. 


Below:  Club  members  gather  for  a  morning 
meeting  to  plan  a  bake  sale. 


Left:  During  an  early  morning  meeting,  Interact  Club  members  divide  up  their 
jobs  for  their  bake  sale. 

Middle:  Alysha  McElroy-Hodges  helps  make  posters  for  the  club’s  bake  sale. 
Above:  The  Interact  Club  hosts  the  Student  vs.  Staff  Basketball  Game  to  raise 
funds  for  a  charity  of  their  choice. 
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I V Rocky 

JOURNALISTS  a 

Rock  Island  High  School '  s 

journalists  of  2011-2012  came  into  Room  21 1  with  two 
important  tasks  to  complete  -  the  newspaper,  The 
Crimson  Crier,  and  the  yearbook,  The  Watchtower. 

They  were  unaware  what  organization  and  skill  it  took  to 

become 

JOURNALISTS. 

Covering  the  news  of  the  school  became  the  students' 

jobs. 

They  struggled  with  their  first  steps,  learning  how  to  report 
and  cover  the  news  for  Rock  Island  High  School  students. 

As  the  year  continued  on,  they  mastered  the  art  of 
photography,  became  pros  at  interviewing,  and  fine-tuned 
their  writing  skills.  Although  everyone  faced  challenges 
with  their  journalism  skills,  interviews,  and  writing,  they 
learned  that  everyone  can  benefit  from  what  they  learned 
in  the  class.  Head  Editor,  Garry  Allbritton  explained, 

“I  believe  this  course  is  very  beneficial  to  anyone 
taking  it,  in  terms  of  communication  and  people 

skills.” 

Whether  Rocky's  journalists  are  covering  their  favorite 
games  or  a  club  they  did  not  previously  know  much 
about,  when  all  is  said  and  done,  the  three  classes 
became  one  by  making  decisions  as  a  team,  and  nobody 
could  deny  that 

136  This  is  OUR  year,  and  OUR  yearbook. 


The 

[EDITORS] 

of  2011-8012 
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Above  Left:  The  Lettermen's  Club  helps  promote  various  school  spirit  events  at 

games  throughout  the  year. 
Above  Right:  Club  members  pose  with  their  purchases  for  Toys  for  Tots. 
Above  Middle:  Club  members,  Kiah  and  Kira  Clements  help  put  up  the  lights 
in  the  Field  House  for  the  Homecoming  Dance.  This  year's  theme  was 

Candy  land. 


Below:  Emily  Sharp  encourages  students 
to  sign  up  for  Lettermen's  Club  during  Rally 
at  the  Rock. 

Below  Middle:  VIC’s  Clique  stands  together 
during  the  National  Anthem.  They 
coordinated  their  painting  designs  for  every 
game. 


We  are 

IflTflOTS  ClUb 


Being  a  Varsity  letter  winner  is  about  more  than  just 
competing  for  your  school.  Rocky's  Lettermen's  Club  shows 
school  spirit  by  being  involved  in  the  community,  and  bringing 
great  excitement  and  pride  to  the  student  body  and  staff. 

Led  by  Mrs.  Thompson,  the  club  is  made  up  of  the 
students  who  have  earned  a  Varsity  letter  in  any  sport.  Even 
with  all  members  being  in  a  sport  of  their  own,  they  still 
manage  to  find  the  time  to  support  fellow  Rocky  athletes,  and 
build  school  spirit  within  the  student  body.  The  club  members 
have  a  lot  of  pride,  knowing  that  they  have  been  dedicated  to 
a  sport,  and  have  filled  their  school  with  spirit. 

President  of  Lettermen's  Club,  Katie  Thompson  states, 
“The  most  important  thing  to  us,  as  athletes  and  leaders,  is  to 
share  our  pride  and  school  spirit  with  our  peers,  and  be  able  to 
support  them  and  each  other  at  any  game.” 


Above:  The  VIC's  Clique  boys  get  the  crowd  pumped  up  at  the  Above:  Maggie  Williams  and  Mia  Kavensky  participate  in  a 

home  game  against  Quincy.  The  Clique  showed  their  support,  demonstration  modeling  safe  driving,  at  an  assembly, 

regardless  of  the  weather  or  conditions. 
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Below:  After  a  visit  to  Augustana  College,  every  member  in  attendance  receives  an  Augustana  t-shirt 


inority 


eacher 


ncentive 


rogram 


Above:  Club  Vice 
President  Jessica 
Gilmore,  during  her 
volunteer  hours,  makes 
her  shift  more  exciting 
with  a  positive  attitude 
and  a  large  imagination. 


Above:  In  the  holiday 
spirit  at  the  Festival  of 
Trees.  Brieanna  Barnes 
helps  a  little  girl  at  the 
North  Pole  (the  kiddie 
playground)  with  a 
craft  during  her 
volunteer  time. 


M.T.I.P.  is  a  group  of 
students  looking  to  better 
themselves,  and  set  a  bright 
path  for  their  futures. 

Heading  the  group  is  Mrs. 
Dieudonne.  She  explains, 

“The  purpose  of  M.T.I.P.  is  to 
promote  academic  excellence 
and  encourage  students  to 
set  goals,  enabling  them  to 
have  a  positive,  productive 
future.” 

Emphasis  is  placed  on 
promoting  students  to  explore 
a  career  in  teaching.  Mrs. 
Diedonne  explains,  "This 
group  takes  part  in  volunteer 
projects  and  college  campus 
visits  during  the  year,  showing 
students  that  with  a  little  hard 
work  and  elbow  grease,  they 
can  soon  make  themselves  a 
success.” 

It  enables  teenagers  to 
consider  alternative  futures 
for  themselves.  Perseverance 
is  key  to  this  group.  M.T.I.P. 
President,  Brieanna  Barnes 
says,  “This  group  gives  me 
and  my  peers  a  chance  to 
learn  about  college,  what  we 
need  to  reach  our  goals  and 
to  get  where  we  want  to  go, 
and  overall,  it's  an  amazing 
program  for  students  to  join.” 

The  Minority  Teacher 
Incentive  Program  is  not  just 
a  club,  but  instead,  a  stepping 
stone  on  the  path  to  a 
successful  future. 


Above:  When  a  hard  day's  work  is  finished  after  volunteering  at  the  Festival  of  Trees,  club 
member  greet  Santa  Claus,  and  stay  for  a  quick  chat.  No  one’s  too  old  for  Santa! 


Above:  Huddled  around  M.T.I.P.  Club  President.  Brieanna  Barnes,  members  pass  around 

decorative  gifts  in  the  holiday  season. 
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Below:  The  2011-2012  National  Honor  Society  Sophomores. 

Below  Right:  National  Honor  Society  Seniors  receive  pins  representing 
their  hard  work  and  academic  achievements. 


Above:  Ben  Payne,  Jessica  Israel,  and 

Jillian  Jespersen  lead  the  National  Honor  Society  as  the  group’s  officers. 
Above  Right:  The  National  Honor  Society  Induction  Ceremony  recognizes 
the  students'  accomplishments  and  announces  the  seniors’  future  plans. 


National  Honor  Society,  also  known  as  N.H.S.,  is  a 
student  organization  for  those  who  have  achieved  a 
G.P.A.  of  3.5  or  higher.  Every  year,  invitations  are  sent 
out  to  those  who  meet  these  requirements.  Usually,  there 
are  as  many  as  50  members  from  each  of  the  sophomore, 
junior,  and  senior  classes.  The  freshmen  have  a  separate 
honor  society  and  recognition  night. 

Meetings  are  held  once  a  semester,  unless  memos 
for  a  special  meeting  are  sent  out.  Mrs.  Hayek  is  the 
advisor,  and  helps  the  group  plan  for  their  induction 
ceremony.  This  year's  officers  are  President  Ben  Payne, 
Vice  President  Jillian  Jespersen,  and  Secretary/T reasurer 
Jessica  Israel. 

Being  a  member  of  N.H.S.  is  about  being  a  good 
student,  and  helping  the  community.  “N.H.S.  encourages 
students  to  keep  up  their  grades,  and  be  a  good  citizen  by 
volunteering,”  says  Miranda  Sneade. 

Each  member  is  required  to  complete  1 0  hours  of 
community  service.  The  group’s  service  projects  include 
working  at  a  soup  kitchen  and  helping  with  the  Festival  of 
Trees. 


Becoming  a  member  of  N.H.S.  is  a  process.  The 
sophomore  year  of  N.H.S.  is  centered  around  learning 
what  N.H.S.  is  all  about.  During  the  junior  and  senior 
years,  students  are  expected  to  participate  more  in 
service  projects  and  grow  as  leaders,  while  keeping  their 
grades  up. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  after  grades  are  finalized,  an 
Induction  Ceremony  is  held  for  the  N.H.S.  members  who 
have  completed  their  service  hours  and  kept  their  grade 
point  averages  at  3.5  or  higher.  The  senior  members  walk 
on  stage,  receive  their  N.H.S.  pins  and  cards,  and  are 
recognized  for  their  college  choices  and  accomplishments 
at  Rocky.  “I  liked  dressing  up  and  walking  across  the 
stage.  I  felt  awesome!"  Miranda  Sneade  explains. 

N.H.S.  students  continue  to  follow  the  four  core 
values  of  character,  scholarship,  leadership,  and  service. 
“These  four  core  values  are  what  you  need  to  meet  your 
goals,  while  helping  others,  and  your  community,”  states 
Jessica  Gilmore.  “N.H.S.  encourages  this  by  giving  us  the 
opportunity  to  do  service  projects,  bettering  ourselves  and 
others,  and  rewarding  us  for  keeping  our  grades  up.” 
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Right:  The  Orchestra  performs  at  least  once 
per  quarter.  They  work  hard  to  rehearse 
before  a  big  performance. 


Above:  Erin  Munson  plays  the  bass  during 
orchestra  practice. 


Above:  Zavier  Clark  rehearses  for  the  concert 

with  Mark  Wood. 
Right:  The  Orchestra  practices  for  weeks  for 
the  “Electrify  Your  Strings"  Concert  with  Mark 

Wood. 
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Sydney  Taylor  works  hard 
playing  the  cello  in  class.  It 


will  all  pay  off  when  the 
Orchestra's  next  concert 
comes  around. 


hestrei 


Rock  Island  High  School's  Orchestra  works  hard  to  improve  and  learn  new  techniques  all  year. 
The  Orchestra  learns  and  performs  a  variety  of  musical  styles,  from  Rock  to  Romantic  to  Classical 
and  Baroque.  Director  of  the  Orchestra,  Mr.  Manweiler,  works  to  find  the  balance  between  historical 
pieces  of  music  and  newer  composers  of  today  for  his  students  to  play.  His  goals  for  the  Orchestra 
are  very  clear.  “I  want  my  students  to  make  the  music  they  play  be  personal  to  them,  and  connect 
themselves  to  the  audience  through  the  expression,"  states  Mr.  Manweiler. 

Although  there  were  many  newcomers  to  the  Orchestra,  this  year's  group  of  freshmen  made  a 
huge  impact  by  bringing  “a  fresh  balance  to  the  group’s  dynamics,"  explains  Manweiler.  Their  hard 
work  earned  them  leadership  roles  during  the  year.  Manweiler  recognized  Kayla  Ahuja  and  Mikhayla 
Hughes  Shaw  as  being  exceptional  musicians  and  leaders. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  orchestra  participates  in  contests  and  concerts  every  quarter.  “The 
largest  one  being  the  'Mark  Wood:  Electrify  Your  Strings'  Concert  with  Bettendorf.  We  played 
anything  from  'Clocks'  by  Coldplay  and  'Black  Dog'  by  Led  Zeppelin  to  Beethoven's  3rd  and  Mozart 
Chamber  Music,”  says  Manweiler.  This  year's  “Electrify  Your  Strings"  Concert  excited  the  students 
and  amazed  the  audience,  again. 


Above:  Mr.  Manweiler  instructs  the  Orchestra  as  they  practice  for  their 
upcoming  concert.  The  group  puts  in  a  lot  of  time  to  sound  their  best. 


Above:  The  “Electrify  Your  Strings"  Concert  not 
only  treated  the  audience  to  great  music,  but 
also  to  an  amazing  special  effects  and  lighting 
show. 
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Right:  The  ROTC  Drill  Team  huddles  together  for  a 
team  picture  before  the  Homecoming  Assembly 
exhibition.  They  spent  a  month  and  a  half  practicing 
every  Tuesday  and  Thursday  morning. 
Back  Row  L  to  R:  Jordan  Gosa,  Carlos  Valdez, 
Jonathon  Ramirez,  Candrian  Green,  Jennifer 
Michel,  and  Ivy  Anderson. 
Bottom  Row  L  to  R:  Haley  Pitford,  Madison 
Kernan,  DeAuna  Ivy,  Mariah  Binion,  Antonetta 
Axup,  Victoria  Eastman,  Alex  Brown,  Kiersten 
Turner,  and  Adriana  Blanco. 


Below:  The  Drill  Team  performs  during  the 
Homecoming  Assembly. 


Above:  Chief  inspects  Adriana 
Blanco's  uniform  during  class. 
Cadets  wear  their  uniforms  every 
Tuesday,  and  are  given  a  grade  on 
how  properly  it  is  worn. 

Right:  ROTC  students  participate 
in  a  fund-raising  car  wash. 
Helping  the  community  is  an 
enjoyable  opportunity  for  the 
Corps  to  be  involved  in. 


Right:  The  ROTC  Color  Guard  presents 
the  Colors  during  the  Homecoming 
Assembly.  To  show  respect  to  the  country, 
everyone  stands  while  the  National  Anthem 
is  played.  The  Color  Guard  consists  of  (from 
left  to  right)  Mariah  Binion,  Carlos  Valdez, 
Chelsea  Wells,  and  Candrian  Green. 
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Air  Force  JROTC 

Even  though  ROTC  is  a  class  that  fosters  student  leadership,  the  leadership  of  the  ROTC  staff  is 
essential  for  the  class'  success.  From  their  big  Toys  for  Tots  project,  to  the  small  tasks  for  the  Military 
Ball,  it  is  all  up  to  the  students  to  make  sure  everything  gets  done,  under  the  guidance  of  the  ROTC 
staff.  The  cadets  bring  in  toys  during  Toys  for  Tots,  cans  after  Trick  or  Treating  for  Cans,  vote  on  the 
food  for  the  Dining  In,  and  make  a  list  of  music  they  want  to  have  played  during  the  Military  Ball.  “The 
Corps  is  run  by  Chief  and  Colonel,  with  the  insight  of  the  students,”  Cadet  Chelsea  Wells  explained. 
Colonel  and  Chief  divide  the  work  up  for  the  week.  Cultural  Studies,  which  focuses  on  the  differences 
between  Americans  and  other  cultures,  and  what's  going  on  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  on  Mondays 
and  Wednesdays,  with  Colonel,  and  Leadership,  which  focuses  on  customs  in  the  Corps,  as  well  as, 
skills  students  can  use  in  civilian  life,  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  This  leaves  Friday  for  PT,  which  is  a 
day  for  physical  training. 

Drill  Team  is  an  option  to  all  cadets,  but  can  be  an  amazing  experience  as  a  first,  or  even  second 
year  cadet.  Teaching  first  years  how  to  improve  their  marching  skills  is  the  goal  for  the  first  three  or  four 
practices.  Once  the  freshmen  have  their  marching  skills  down,  it  is  time  to  work  on  the  Homecoming 
exhibition.  Cadets  decide  if  they  want  to  march  in  the  Homecoming  exhibition  based  on  their  marching 
skills,  and  if  they  think  they  can  handle  performing  in  front  of  a  large  group  of  people.  After 
Homecoming,  it's  time  to  gear  up  for  competition.  Getting  focused  and  ready  each  time  they  perform, 
like  in  a  competition,  becomes  the  new  goal  for  the  group.  Commanders  are  chosen,  and  commands 
are  learned  so  the  only  task  left  is  practice,  practice,  and  practice  some  more.  The  four  person  Color 
Guard  is  a  part  of  the  IL-962  Drill  Team  at  Rocky.  They  not  only  present  the  colors  at  home  football  and 
basketball  games,  but  they  also  devote  their  time  and  service  to  the  community  when  needed. 


1  st  Year-  Lain  Stocke  2nd  Year-  Jennifer  Michel 


When  Lain  joined 
ROTC  this  year,  he 
joined  because  he  likes 
the  respect  aspect 
ROTC  has.  He  is 
staying  to  learn  more 
about  the  military.  So 
far,  his  favorite 
experience  in  the  class 
has  been  learning  to 
march  because  doing 
so  helps  him  to  know 
how  he  can  help  other 
students. 


Jennifer  joined  ROTC 
freshman  year  to  learn 
leadership  skills,  and  it 
has  changed  her  life 
drastically.  She  stayed 
in  ROTC  because  she 
has  plans  to  join  the  Air 
Force  after  high  school, 
and  ROTC  will  help  her 
pay  for  college.  Her 
favorite  part  of  ROTC  is 
the  classroom  aspect 
because  you  get  to 
teach  and  motivate 
people. 


3rd  Year-  Sam  Ferry 


When  Sam  joined 
ROTC  as  a  freshman, 
he  joined  because  he 
wanted  the  opportunity 
for  structure,  and  he 
stayed  for  the  simple 
fact  that  being  a 
member  of  the  Corps 
gave  him  the 
opportunity  to  be  a  part 
of  a  team.  His  favorite 
aspect  of  the  class  is 
the  opportunity  for 
students  to  lead  in  the 
classroom  because  he 
enjoys  being  given  the 
opportunity  to  lead 
other  students. 


4th  Year-  Cory  Foutch 


When  Cory  decided  to 
join  ROTC  freshman 
year,  he  joined 
because  ROTC  was 
just  a  class  he  was 
going  to  take.  After 
freshman  year,  he 
stayed  because  the 
military  is  who  he  is. 
His  favorite  aspect  of 
the  class  is  the 
leadership  and  the 
structure. 
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Ml  p  Mrs.  Sftjurfe  Last 

o™  SPANISH  CUIB 


Spanish  Club  is  a  place  where  diversity  shines.  During  the  school  year,  Spanish 
Club  does  many  different  activities  with  all  Kinds  of  different  people.  They  participate 
in  the  Labor  Day  Parade,  the  Rocky  Homecoming  Parade,  visit  nursing  homes, 
participate  in  Operation  Christmas  Child,  and  host  an  International  Night.  Mrs.  Shirk 
says,  “Over  the  years,  the  activities  we  do  have  become  more  community  oriented." 
They  all  enjoy  helping  people,  and  doing  things  in  the  community.  It's  also  a  great 
opportunity  for  having  fun  and  making  friends. 

This  year  marks  Mrs.  Shirk’s  last  year  of  being  in  charge  of  Spanish  Club.  She 
has  been  in  charge  for  22  years,  and  she  has  loved  every  minute  of  it.  She  loves 


“giving  kids  the  opportunity  to  get  involved.”  She  most  enjoys  spending  time  with 
kids,  and  teaching  them  about  the  Spanish  culture. 


Above:  Spanish  Club 
dresses  up  in  their 
decorated  sombreros. 
They  posed  for  pictures  at 
the  end  of  their  meeting. 


Top  Right:  Spanish  Club 
is  a  good  way  to  make 
friends.  Two  members 
smile  together  during  a 


•we  -  officers 


meeting. 


Middle  Right:  Mrs.  Shirk 
and  the  Spanish  Club 
take  a  break  from 
organizing  during  a 
meeting. 


Bottom  Right:  Mrs.  Shirk 
and  Ms.  Diaz  keep  busy 
with  Homecoming  Week. 


“Helping 
others  at 
RIHS  and 
within  the 
community." 


lam  Powell 
President 


“Spanish  Club  is 
much  more  than 
a  group  of 
people  working 
together.  It  is 
many  different 
people  coming 
together  as  a 
Sami  Knittle  family." 

President 


“Spanish  Club 
is  all  about 
helping  people 
out,  and 
forming 

friendships  and 
bonds  with 
each  other 
Sam  Bebber  along  the  way.” 

Vice  President 


Alyssa  Biswell 
Vice  President 


“Spanish  Club 
is  all  about 
learning  the 
culture  while 
having  fun  with 
my  good 
friends.” 


What  does  Spanish  Club  mean  to  YOU? 
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Top  Left:  Officers  Alex  Agbayani,  Donte  Nesbitt,  and 
Tori  Fuller  are  on  their  way  to  a  Spanish  Club  party. 
They  enjoy  being  involved  students,  while  having 
fun. 

Top  Right:  The  Spanish  teachers  dress  up  for 
Homecoming  Week.  Traditionally,  they  participate  in 
dressing  up  for  every  day  of  the  eventful  week. 

Middle:  Spanish  Club  members  smile  together  after 
planning  new  events  at  their  meeting.  They  are 
eager  to  finish  off  a  fun  year  with  great  people. 

Bottom  Left:  Spanish  Club  participated  in  the 
Homecoming  Parade.  They  handed  out  red  and 
gold  balloons  to  spectators. 

Bottom  Right:  Showing  their  school  spirit,  Mrs. 

Shirk,  Mrs.  Kline,  and  Mrs.  Regan  show  their  Rocky 
pride  during  Black  Out  Day. 


I  “Spanish  Club 
l  is  a  good  way 

to  be  involved 
and  make  an 

Inri  Hiller 
Secretary 


“Spanish  Club 
is  a  fun  way  to 
get  together 
and  work 
towards  a 
goal.” 

Donte  Nesbitt 
Secretary 


Ally  Sweeney 
Treasurer 


“Spanish  Club 
is  fun  and 
always 
exciting.  It's  a 
club  where 
everyone’s 
trying  to  make 
a  difference." 


Alex  Agbayani 
Treasurer 


“Spanish  Club 
is  a  place  for 
people  to  have 
fun  while 
helping  out  in 
the  school  and 
community.” 
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Right:  Spanish  Club  members  show  their 
enthusiasm  for  their  group  in  the 
Homecoming  Parade.  Club  members, 
Shaquille  Jalloh  and  Daryan  Burroughs, 
donned  sombreros  and  their  club  shirts  this 
year  as  they  walked. 


Above:  With  the  banner  in  hand, 
Spanish  Club  members  represent 
their  club  with  pride.  The  club  is 
always  an  active  participant  in  the 
Homecoming  Parade. 

Right:  Standing  behind  a  Spanish 
Club  table  at  Rally  at  the  Rock, 
Roselia  Robles  and  Brenda 
Hernandez  display  the  club  events 
from  the  prior  year.  The  Spanish 
Club  played  games  to  encourage 
others  to  join  the  club. 


Right:  While  waiting  for  the  start  of  the 
Homecoming  Parade,  the  Spanish  Club 
prepares  to  pass  out  balloons  to  those 
watching.  The  Spanish  Club  always  has  a 
good  showing  in  the  parade. 
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Wl!  BPB  Gatt&vuig 

in  Faith 


This  year,  the  R.O.C.K  Group  was  very  active  on 
Rocky's  campus.  The  group  stands  for  “Reaching  Out 
for  Christ's  Kingdom,"  explains  group  member,  Steven 
Nowinski.  The  group  participates  in  both  school  and 
national  events,  like  Claim  Your  Campus  and  See  You 
at  the  Pole.  The  group  also  “hosts  fun  events  from  time 
to  time,  like  movie  nights,”  explains  Nowinski. 

|  The  group  provides  a  place  for  students 

-to  grow  in  their  faith  and  fellowship  with 
one  another,  while  becoming  active 
members  of  the  student  body. 


Top:  While  the  R.O.C.K.  Group  takes  on  tough 
issues,  the  members  of  the  group  still  share  a  lot  of 
laughs  during  meetings. 

Above:  The  R.O.C.K.  Group  graffiti  has  become  a 
tradition  for  each  meeting. 

Left:  The  R.O.C.K.  Group  stands  hand-in-hand  while 
they  pray  with  each  other  during  their  meeting. 


Right:  Carly  Taylor,  Ally 
Sweeney,  and  Mia 
Kavensky  promote  Stu.Co 
at  Rally  at  the  Rock.  The 
seniors  are  excited  to  take 
on  Student  Council's  new 
and  old  activities  this  year. 

Below:  Meetings  start  at 
7:15.  Below,  all  Senate 
members  wake  up  early 
to  attend  the  weekly 
meeting. 


Mia  Kavensky 
President 


Abby  Winfree 
Liaison 


Donte  Nesbitt 
Vice  President 


Jillian  Jespersen 
Treasurer 
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Right:  Let  the  games 
begin!  Senate 
members  organize 
their  annual  Powder 
Puff  Game  for  the 
Hunger  Drive. 


Right:  Stu.Co  really  fed  the 
hungry  this  year!  They  raised 
over  $57,000  dollars  worth  of 
food. 


Helping  menungry 
creates  joyous 


memories!  Maggie 
iaan 
they 
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Th n  Start  cf  a  New  Era 

Stu.  Co.,  short  for  Student  Council,  is  a  lot 
more  than  hanging  out  on  Friday  mornings 
and  chowing  down  on  McDonald's  breakfast. 
They  are  the  leaders  of  the  student  body.  At 
their  meetings,  they  come  up  with  ideas  to 
coordinate  fund-raisers,  dances,  and  volunteer 
work. 

This  year,  they  entered  a  new  era  with 
Mrs.  Kantner  joining  the  team  as  the  advisor. 
Kantner  is  taking  on  a  challenge  by  following 
in  the  footsteps  of  the  former  advisor,  the 
beloved  Mrs.  Guse.  However,  she  is  ready, 
enthusiastically  stating,  “I'm  ready  to  tackle  the 
challenges,  and  still  have  fun.” 

And,  indeed,  she  has.  This  year,  the 

and  spunk  of  these  kids  brightens  up  my  day.” 
Stu.  Co.  works  towards  changing  the 

time.  With  Mrs.  Kantner  and  Heidi  Steger  in 
charge,  the  new  era  of  Stu.  Co.  is  one  that 
everybody  is  excited  about. 


I  I  Following  in 
Big  Footsteps 

Elizabeth  Kantner 
Stu.  Co.  Advisor 

“I'm  ready  to  tackle  the 
challenges,  and  still  have  fun!” 


Always 
Working  Hard 

Heidi  Steger 
Stu. Co.  Coordinator 


We  3re  a  New  Generation 


Existing  for  20  years.  Science  Club  is  a  major 
part  of  R.I.H.S.  Advisors  like  Lori  Anderson,  Courtney 
Stone,  and  Ben  Kirgan  have  made  it  possible  for 
students  to  make  science  part  of  their  lives,  and  not 
just  a  course.  Science  Club  is  centered  around 
anything  that  has  to  do  with  science,  and  is  kept 
open  to  anyone  who  wants  to  join.  Mr.  Kirgan  stated 
that  he  admires  and  is  proud  of  their  attendees  for 
being  so  diverse  and  open  minded. 

Science  Club  helps  students  to  view  things 
differently,  as  well  as  provides  stress-free  ways  to 
learn  really  neat  lessons  related  to  science.  Science 
is  not  just  for  the  classroom,  but  part  of  everyone’s 
life.  “I  think  it’s  important  to  kids  of  all  abilities  to 
involve  science  in  their  lives  because  it’s  fun,  it  helps 
them  with  positive  life  choices,  and  even  careers. 
Even  if  you’re  not  the  best  student,  there  is  a  place 
for  you  in  science.’’  Mr.  Kirgan  shares. 

Club  members  and  advisors  hope  to  have  more 
events,  such  as  having  guest  speakers  and  more 
low-cost,  in-school  events  in  the  future.  In  past  years, 
Science  Club  has  had  chances  to  do  events  like 
Moonlight  Hikes  at  Blackhawk  Park,  as  well  as 
looking  through  telescopes  at  star-speckled  skies. 
With  hopes  to  have  many  mores  successful  years 
ahead,  the  Science  Club  advisors  welcome  everyone 
to  join,  and  enrich  themselves  with  knowledge.  They 
continue  to  encourage  others  to  take  an  interest  in 
science  and  see  the  value  in  getting  excited  about 
the  subject. 


Below:  Science  Club  members  observe  pond  scum  that 
contains  hundreds  of  microorganisms,  proving  that  even 
the  tiniest  of  living  organisms  are  incredible. 


Top  Middle:  Mr.  Kirgan  explains  the  Science  Club's  lab.  Top  Right:  Science  Club  members  listen  to  Mr.  Kirgan's 
explanation  of  each  slide.  Above  Right:  Science  Club  members  view  a  variety  of  slides  during  a  meeting.  Above 
Middle:  Science  Club  members  wait  for  instructions  for  their  lab  Above  Left:  Science  Club  conducted  a  lab  meeting 

to  culminate  the  third  quarter. 


We  are 


Above:  Cole  McGinnis 
and  Miranda  Johnson 

Left:  Tori  Fuller  and  Brad 
Steger 


Teigan  Andrews  and 
Billy  Phillips 


Rayven  Morrow  and 
RaShai  Pendelton 


Callahan  McDaniel  and 
Kiah  Clements 


Denzel  McCauley  and 
Mia  Kavensky 


Nate  Mueller 


Shaquille  Jalloh 


Celeste  Arteaga 


Left:  Some  senior  girls  represent  the  “Big 
12”  at  their  last  high  school  homecoming. 


Below:  Katie  Miller,  Miranda  Sneade,  and 
Ally  Scudder  pose  for  a  picture  before  the 
dance. 


“Homecoming  is 
a  time  to  be  with 
friends,  eat 
yummy  food,  get 
dolled  up,  and 
dance  the  night 
away.” 

-'HirsDcte  JoIidsod 


Miranda  Johnson  and  Mia  Kavensky 
share  laughs  before  creating  a  night 
full  of  memories. 


Above:  Ellie  Miers  and  Camie  Herbert  goof 
around  before  the  dance. 
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"We  weren't  going  to  let  the  seniors  run  everything."-Candace  Strickland 

"But  we  made  better  shirtsr-Ally  Sweeney  i  j  ji  j  3^  j  iiiir  ikij  Miaij 

"1111  i  t  hi  m  t*  sum  m  m  m  ter-***  mn* 


We  are  the 


ONE-TWO? 


“Juniors!  Juniors!  Juniors!’*  was  the  enthusiastic  chant  that  started  the  game.  The  seniors  stood,  looking  on  to  a  united  group  of  junior  players  and 
coaches  running  out  from  the  tunnel.  In  retrospect,  perhaps  the  chant  should  have  been  a  warning  about  the  intense  class  pride  the  juniors  were 
taking  into  the  game.  “We  were  just  saving  ail  of  our  energy  for  the  game,”  explained  senior  linebacker,  Lindsey  Schroeder.  After  suffering  a  loss  last 
year  as  juniors,  the  seniors  were  ready  to  even  out  their  Powder  Puff  record  with  a  win  this  year.  “Our  goal  going  into  the  game  was  to  have  fun  and 
show  the  juniors  what  we  were  made  of,"  senior  Sam  Bebber  said. 

However,  the  junior  class’  teamwork  proved  to  be  a  formidable  challenge,  as  the  1 1th  graders  scored  on  their  opening  drive.  The  junior  girls 
showcased  their  football  skills  throughout  the  game.  Shavonne  Brewer  was  especially  excited  about  her  touchdown,  stating,  “Jacqueline  threw  a 
beautiful  pass,  and  I  caught  it  in  the  end  zone.  Everyone  ran  out  onto  the  field  and  picked  me  up." 

The  juniors’  offense  pumped  them  up  for  the  rest  of  the  game,  and  they  stepped  up  on  defense,  where  they  did  not  let  down  the  pressure.  The 
junior  girls  caused  many  defensive  turnovers  that  kept  them  in  control  of  the  game,  starting  with  “a  beast  interception  by  Maggie  Williams,  who  almost 
ran  it  back  for  a  touchdown,"  said  Defensive  Coach  Devin  Syler.  Willliams  was  stopped  short  on  the  five  yard  line,  but  the  junior  girls  couldn’t  convert 
against  the  tough  senior  defense.  Summer  Cook,  however,  came  to  the  rescue.  Deiontre'  Thomas  stated  it  was  his  proudest  moment,  “When  she  got 
that  safety  on  the  seniors.  It  just  showed  how  dominant  our  girls  were  on  defense."  Junior  Jacqueline  Twing  explained  the  juniors’  success,  stating, 

"We  worked  really  hard,  and  our  practices  were  very  intense.  I  am  super  duper  proud  of  our  team." 

Despite  the  tough  loss,  the  senior  girls  worked  hard  in  their  practices  and  games.  Unfortunately,  it  seemed  like  they  just  couldn’t  catch  a  break  in 
the  game.  Coach  Trae  Nichols  said,  “We  always  seemed  so  close  to  getting  that  TD." 

In  the  end,  the  juniors  stopped  a  rally  drive  by  the  seniors,  and  did  what  they  do  best.  Candace  Strickland  recovered  a  fumble  on  defense  to  get 
the  ball  back  with  under  a  minute  to  go.  Maggie  Williams  was  overjoyed  with  the  win,  stating,  “I  am  so  proud.  Our  offense  held  up  their  end,  so  for  the 
rest  of  the  game,  our  defense  just  wanted  to  hold  up  ours."  With  one  victory  already  under  their  belts,  Head  Coach  Zach  Chapman  is  already  gearing 
up  for  next  year.  “I  just  cannot  wait  for  us  to  blow  out  the  juniors  to  be  next  year!"  he  said. 

Even  with  the  loss,  the  seniors  still  enjoyed  the  game.  “I  think  that  the  game  ran  smoothly,  and  after  things  got  going,  we  had  a  lot  of  fun.  It  was 
great  bringing  the  senior  class  together,"  senior  Sam  Bebber  stated. 


M*"»l  }| 


Although  Denzel  McCauley  sported  the 
traditional  Homecoming  King  robe  and 
crown,  he  and  the  rest  of  the  Vic's  Clique 
cheered  on  the  Rocks  for  the  Homecoming 
game. 


Even  though  Tykell  Boyd  is  not 
a  cheerleader,  he  borrowed  a  pair  of 
pompoms  to  support  the  football  team. 


Many  students  joined  together  to  increase 
the  student  section’s  voice.  Ethen 
Henderson  helps  add  to  the  noise. 


Cheerleaders  rile  up  the  crowd  during  a 
football  game.  The  Rock  Man  is  the  newest 
addition  to  the  squad. 


The  marching  band  uses  their  down  time 
before  the  halftime  show  to  help  the  student 
section  cheer.  Monty  Cantu  shows  his 
enthusiasm  by  dancing. 


The  marching  band  is  led  by  the  seniors 
during  football  games.  Seniors,  Michaela 
Garrison  and  Jasmine  Kitterman  belt  out  a 
song  to  add  to  the  students'  cheering. 


In  this  unique  cheer,  students  link  arms  and 
yell  as  though  they  are  riding  a  roller 
coaster.  The  roller  coaster  is  a  traditional 
way  for  the  marching  band  to  help  cheer  on 
the  team. 


During  the  drum  cadence,  the  students 
stand,  dance,  and  cheer.  Samantha  Cram 
and  Alyssa  Pool  demonstrate  their  skills. 


The  Vic’s  Clique  surrounds  Denzel  McCauley  at  the  beginning  of 
the  game.  This  group  helped  pump  up  the  crowd. 


SENIORS  ** 


SPIRIT 


Raquel  Garcia  and  Alyssa  Biswell 
take  a  break  from  cheering  in  the 
stands  to  take  a  picture  as 
Homecoming  Queen  and 


Students  in  the  stands  love 
cheering  on  the  Rocks.  Sam 
Bebber  and  Tony  Alongi  were 
often  found  supporting  the  Rocks 


Seniors  of  the  band  get  together 
on  Senior  Night  to  take  a  picture. 
They  cheered  especially  loud 
during  their  last  home  football 
game. 


Cheerleaders  work  hard  to  lead 
the  stands  in  cheers.  Senior 
Ashley  Jacobs  and  Junior 
Dannyelle  Dunbar  take  a  quick 
break  to  take  a  picture. 


Seniors  of  the  marching  band 
sport  Rocky  red  and  gold  for 
their  halftime  show.  Jessica 
Israel  and  Melissa  Garcia  show 
their  school  pride. 


We  are  #Winning  in  the  Winter 


Neon  Night 


"I  love  the  games.  They're  what  I  live  for!  And,  the 
themes  jost  bring  everyone  closer  together,  and 
everybody  gets  more  excited  for  the  game.  The 
themes  show  so  moch  support  for  our  boys,  and 
how  much  we  center  our  Friday  nights  around  them. 
We  love  them  so  much,  and  want  them  to  win!” 

-  Maggie  Williams 


^Rocky  Students  Keep  up  their  School  Spirit  with  Basketball  Theme  Nights!  i« 


"Being  a  Rock  means  motivation, 
dedication,  and  hard  work.  It  is  a 
great  feeling  being  successful  in 
what  gou  do  here.  I'm  proud  to  be 
a  Rock,  and  I  wouldn't  want  to  be 
angthing  else!” 

Colosfe  ArTega 


"Being  a  Rock  means  losing  mg  voice  cheering  on 
mg  favorite  team,  win  or  lose!  -  Mia  Kat/whf 


"Being  a  Rock  means  that  we're  a 
tough  school  to  beat,  aod  we  are 
all  determined!" 

-  Tony  Alongi 


*i  love  ^oin^  to  ^ames 
and  cheering  as  loud  as 
l  can  to  get  the  student 
section  pumped  up.” 

-  Brad  Leslie 


"Being  a  Boch  means  all  of 
the  students  coming  together 
to  cheer  on  our  fellow 
classmates  to  a  victory,  of 
course!” 

-  Tori  Fuller 
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“A  bi^  part  of  ■>.»  j 
being  a  Bods  is  *E]4N| 
painting  up.  tlB 
participating  in 
the  theme,  and  ® 
cheering  loud,  so 
everyone  can 
hear.” 

-  Sam  Bebber 


"Supporting  your  team,  win 
or  lose.  If  you  haven't  lost 
your  voice,  then  you're  not 
cheering  hard  enough." 

-  KTLEE  COL  YIN 


rara., 

'Going  to 

fn  cheer  on  our 
^  boys, 

w  wearing  red 

W  S.  I  and  gold, 
and  screaming  loud 
and  proud  is  what  it's 
all  about  You  only  live 
once!" 

•  A  tty  'futeene y 


We  are 

living  Ii6<?  tfiere's  no 

tomorrow 

Rocky  staff  and 
students  tell 
what  they  want 
to  accomplish  on 
their  bucket 
lists. 
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,  I  WANT  TO  OWN  MY 
COLLISION  &  REPAjP , 
)M  PAINT  SHOpT  AND 

Lit  be  well  known. 
-  TJWteR  Bartholomew 
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TO  CO-HOST  THE  4TH 
HOUR  OF  THE  TODAY  SHOW  WITH 

Kathie  Lee  and  Hoda. 

Miers  and  Miss  Wirth 
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TO  ttEND 


E  WE*  AT 

World. 
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Nation 


-  MlCHA 
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We  are 

Friends  or  Baseball  Rivals? 


! HDJI  IF^BS 


Colleagues  and  friends,  Ms.  Johnson  and  Ms.  Epperly,  are  both  huge  baseball  fans.  However,  they  cheer  for 
different  teams,  and  not  just  any  teams,  but  the  Cardinals  and  the  Cubs.  These  teams  are  a  part  of  a  126 
year  old  rivalry,  which  the  Cubs  lead  the  series,  1,092  to  1,049.  “All  I  have  to  say  is  11  Championships, " 
says  Johnson,  a  fan  of  the  Cardinals  since  she  was  little.  Growing  up,  Johnson  was  fascinated  by  Ozzy 
Smith’s  backflips,  and  fell  in  love  with  her  team.  Epperly  found  her  love  for  the  Cubs  while  spending  much 
of  her  time  with  her  grandmother,  watching  the  Cubs  play.  Not  having  won  a  World  Series  in  103  years,  the 
Cubs  are  in  need  of  a  winning  team.  “There  is  always  next  year,"  states  Epperly,  in  true  Cubs’  fan  fashion. 
The  teachers  will  be  looking  forward  to  the  next  meeting  between  their  teams,  that’s  for  sure! 


Best  friends  and  juniors,  Jordan  Turnbull  and  Ben  McKay,  spend  Sundays  rooting  for  opposite  teams.  Both 
claim  they  found  love  for  the  sport,  and  their  teams,  through  their  fathers.  “I’ve  been  a  Bears  fan  since  I  can 
remember.  It’s  hard  to  not  be  when  your  dad  influences  you  so  much,"  says  Jordan.  Ben  McKay,  on  the 
other  hand,  had  a  whole  family  pressuring  him  to  be  a  Green  Bay  Packer  fanatic.  He  defends  his  team, 
stating,  “Any  given  Sunday!”  Turnbull  believes  the  Bears  will  turn  it  around  next  year,  and  blames  their 
record  this  year  on  injuries.  A  lot  of  trash  talk  is  always  exchanged  between  these  two  friends,  but  one 
thing's  for  sure,  this  year,  they  share  the  words,  “There’s  always  next  year!” 


Katie  Thompson  is  an  Illinois  fan,  who 
represents  her  team  by  wearing  the 
colors,  blue  and  orange.  Maggie  Williams 
bleeds  black  and  gold,  through  and 
through,  from  her  Hawkeye  roots. 


“My  whole  family  is 
huge  fans  of  the 
Fighting  ILLINI!  I’m 
proud  to  be  from 
Illinois,  and  I  love 
representing  the 
school.” 

-  Katie  Thompson 


“My  mom  went  to  Iowa, 
and  our  house  has  been 
infested  with  its  colors 
ever  since.  Now,  I  don't 
know  how  I  could  be  a  fan 
of  any  place  else.  Go 
Hawks!” 

-  Maggie  Williams 
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“Life  is  a  hole-in-one.” 
-  Reece  Argo 


“Life  is  like  football.  All  great 
accomplishments  are  celebrated  like 
touchdowns.” 
ji:  Addison  Williams 
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It  s  stressful 
knowing  that  I  have 
to  get  used  to  the 
changes  of  not 
playing  with  my 
boys,  being  in 
college,  and  a 


environment. 


S's. 


^It  was  a 


lot  of  fun  to  officiate  the  Student/Staff  Basketball 
Game,  and  it  was  for  a  good  cause." 


t 


Unfortunately,  our  staff  consists  of  very  talented  former 
athletes.  This  loss  is  quite  embarrassing. 


[  We  played  hard  and  had  better  defense,  if  you  ask  me. 
ft  doesn't  matter.  We  re  still  the  coldest!" 


Zavier  Clark 
helps  out  with 


|  Rocky  students  display  their  diverse  technology  fM/fl 
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(py»  We  are 

OwiAelvet 

One  of  the  most  important  aspects  of  life  is  expressing 
yourself.  Many  of  Rock  Island  High  School's  students  have  very 
creative  ways  of  expressing  their  feelings,  interests,  and 
personalities.  From  all  ages  and  walks  of  life,  self-expression  is 
shown  throughout  the  school.  RIHS  is  a  school  built  on  the 
principles  of  acceptance  and  diversity,  and  the  students  and 
staff  here  are  proud  to  celebrate  this.  It's  possible  that  Rocky's 
students  are  able  to  express  themselves  so  freely  because  of 
the  great  examples  set  by  the  staff.  Rock  Island  High  School  is 
known  for  being  diverse  and  accepting  to  all  cultures,  a 
tradition  carried  on  by  many  current  students  and  staff 
members. 


Rock  Island  High  School  teacher,  Mr.  Duster  writes  music 
and  plays  the  guitar  to  express  himself.  “Music  is  my 
outlet,  my  way  of  dealing  with  problems  I  don't  want  to 
deal  with,"  he  said.  Mr.  Duster  has  been  writing  music 
since  he  was  able  to  play  the  guitar.  He  usually  writes 
about  politics  or  religion. 


Most  people  don’t  think  that  knitting  is  common  among 
teens,  but  Chandra  Smith  thinks  otherwise.  She  has  onl} 
been  knitting  for  a  year,  but  it  has  become  something  tha 
she  does  very  often.  “You  can  knit  just  about  anything. 
Hats,  scarves,  gloves,  bags,  socks,  etc.  How  cool  is  it  the 
you  can  turn  a  ball  of  yarn  into  a  wearable  item?”  said 
Chandra. 
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Ms.  Fouse  patrols  the  halls  at  Rocky.  Ms.  Fouse  also  works  at  a  hospital  in 

Iowa  City. 


Hall  monitor,  Ms.  Fouse,  spends  her  time  outside  of  school  administering  health  care.  She  patrols 
the  R.I.H.S.  halls  by  day,  and  then,  her  own  unit  in  an  Iowa  City  hospital  by  night. 

Few  would  expect  a  job  as  stressful  as  a  high  school  hall  monitor  and  TEC  assistant  to  have  a 
second  job,  let  alone  one  that's  multiple  hours  away. 

“I've  never  needed  more  than  3-4  hours  of  sleep  my  whole  life,”  says  Ms.  Fouse.  With  her  work  and 
personal  schedule,  it's  difficult  to  understand  where  she  finds  even  those  few  hours  to  rest.  Ms.  Fouse  is 
the  mother  of  eight,  and  has  also  adopted  six  children.  She  manages  to  be  their  backbone,  while 
maintaining  a  wing  in  the  Iowa  City  hospital  (the  one  she's  written  two  programs  for,  in  health  care  and 
diversity)  and  working  at  Rocky. 

“Health  care  is  my  passion.  I  tell  these  students  one  of  the  greatest  things  you  can  do  is  help 
someone  else,”  says  Fouse.  She’s  an  amazing  example  of  finding  creative  ways  to  express  yourself  and 
of  finding  work  doing  what  you  love. 


Words  are  the  most  common  method  of 
expression,  but  Garry  Allbritton  takes  this 
method  to  a  new  level.  His  passion  is  poetry, 
and  he’s  very  dedicated  on  making  a  name  for 
himself  in  this  field.  Garry  has  his  own 
website/blog  where  he  showcases  all  of  his 
work. 


Art  is  a  popular  medium  of  expression, 
especially  for  Jillian  Jespersen.  She  takes  all 
of  her  emotions,  and  uses  them  to  channel 
her  creative  energy.  “My  work  quality  depends 
on  the  mood  I'm  in,”  says  Jillian.  However,  no 
matter  her  mood,  her  work  always  stands  out 
among  her  peers. 
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Not  every  high  school  student  can  say  that  he  or  she  has  been  in  a 
beauty  pageant,  especially  if  that  student  is  a  male.  Of  the  select  few  that 
have  participated  in  one,  most  cannot  say  that  they  won.  Charles  Holliday  is 
an  exception. 

In  an  exclusive  interview  with  Mr.  Holliday,  he  admitted,  "My  biggest 
competition  was  myself  because  I  was  new  to  beauty  pageants  and  wasn't 
sure  how  to  woo  the  crowd.”  Charles  performed  Chris  Farley's  SNL  skit 
"Working  for  the  Weekend"  with  Christopher  Brackney.  He  enjoyed  the  skit 
because  he  got  to  perform  it  with  a  partner  and  he  enjoys  being  comical. 

He  said  the  best  part  about  winning  was  getting  to  wear  the  sash  and 
tiara,  and  that  the  win  was  “pretty  superb."  When  asked  if  he  got  to  keep  the 
crown,  he  admitted  he  keeps  it  in  a  special  place.  He  joked,  “Actually,  I  think 
it’s  on  my  bedroom  floor  right  now!” 


The  Mr.  Rocky  Pageant  had  1 5  competitors.  Each  contestant  did  a  GQ 
walk,  a  talent  act,  and  participated  in  the  interview  portion  of  the  contest.  The 
contestants  were  Garry  Allbritton,  Christopher  Brackney,  Austin  Chandler, 
Andrew  Eacker,  Garett  Harms.  Charles  Holliday,  Shaquille  Jalloh,  Kyle  Kerres, 
Denzel  McCauley,  Donte  Nesbitt,  Lucas  Rusk,  Brad  Steger,  and  Addison 
Williams,  as  well  as  two  teachers,  Mr.  Kennelly  and  Mr.  Duster.  Even  with  the 
tough  competition,  Charles  Holliday  won  the  Mr.  Rocky  title  for  the  students, 
and  Mr.  Kennelly  was  crowned  the  staff's  Mr.  Rocky. 
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Since  Rocky  was  built  in  1936,  the  school  has  had  3  additions. 


Above:  This  year,  265  parking  tags  have  been 
sold,  and  there  are  350  parking  spots  in  the 
lot. 

Left:  There  are  2,978  lockers  in  the  school, 
but  only  1 ,646  are  in  use. 


Fun  Statistics  about 


Rocky  and  its  Students 


There  are  10  athletic 
teams  that  used  to  exist 
at  Rocky,  that  no  longer 
do. 


In  the  past  10  years, 
Rocky  has  had  5 
principals. 


There  are  711  students 
involved  in  sports. 


Between  60-75  phones 
are  taken  away  and 
turned  in  each  month. 


There  are  1 ,637 
students,  and  90 
teachers  in  the  building. 


Out  of  90  teachers,  12 
attended  Rocky. 


179 


Girls'  Basketball 

“Whenever  they  call  our  names  during  a  game,  we  get  in  a 

huddle  to  pray  and  cheer,  said  Katie  Thompson. 


Boys'  Basketball 

Besides  slapping  the  door  frame  of  the  locker  room  before  every 
home  game,  Jacobe  Julien  explains  another  team  tradition. 
“After  a  win,  we  yell,  'Gimme  a  W!  Gimme  an  I!  Gimme  an  N! 
What’s  that  spell?  WIN!'” 


Rally  at  the  Rock 

Students  and  staff  attend  the  annual  Rally 
at  the  Rock.  They  get  to  participate  in 
games,  and  sign  up  for  extra-curricular 
activities.  The  Rally  has  been  a  tradition  for 
seven  years. 


Track 

“We  always  use  the  same  golden  baton  for 
relays.  Every  time  we  hand  the  baton  off.  we 
yell,  ’Hands!’"  explains  Garry  Allbritton. 


Girls’  Soccer 


The  girls’  team  awards  teammates  with  a  toy 
rubber  duck  to  honor  a  teammate  who  helped 
another  the  most  during  a  game.  The  team 
also  votes  on  a  “Most  Valuable  Teammate" 
after  every  game. 


On  the  Varsity  Football  Team,  the  players  have  a  longstanding  tradition.  Before  every  game,  the 
whole  football  team  touches  the  big  rock  outside  of  the  stadium  for  good  luck. 


The  Girls'  Swimming  Team  has  a  dolphin  stuffed  animal  that  has  been  passed  down  for  years 
We  kiss  the  dolphin  before  every  meet  for  luck,”  the  swimmers  explain. 


The  Varsity  Volleyball  Team 

continued  their  tradition  of  an  annual 
team  trip  and  tournament  over  the 
summer.  This  year,  they  went  to 
Colorado. 


The  Lady  Rocks  Golf  Team  had 

many  traditions  they  carried  through 
their  season,  including  a  golf  ball 
decorating  contest  spaghetti 
dinners,  and  wearing  the  big  “movie 
star"  glasses. 


Chamber  Choir 

The  Chamber  Choir  continues  to  perform  at 
KWQC  during  the  holidays. 


Junior  English  Dress  Up  Day 

The  juniors  and  English  teachers  all  dress  up 
like  their  favorite  character  or  author  from 
American  literature,  and  the  novels  the 
students  have  read  in  high  school. 


Varsity  Boys’  Football  Cheerleaders 

Before  each  game,  the  girls  would  do  each 
others'  make  up. 
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Garry  Allbritton 
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